Ways to express Future.

Podemos expresar futuro usando: will / shall, be going to, Present continuous or Present simple.


Present Simple: timetable future: cuando hablamos de hechos que son fijos y no pueden ser alterados, usamos el Present Simple. Se usa sobre todo cuando hablamos de horarios.


Jim’s plane leaves at 12.00.



Our head teacher retires next year.


Will / shall: Formation rules. El futuro de forma con will / shall + infinitivo sin to. Shall es usado en situaciones formales con I y/o we. La forma negativa de will es won’t (will not) y la de shall es shan’t (shall not). Will se contrae en el lenguaje oral o e la escritura informal ‘ll.


Meaning: el uso de will describe una predicción o lo que creemos sucederá en el futuro; suele ir acompañado de una expresión de tiempo. Usamos perhaps cuando no estamos seguros, probably si estamos casi seguros y definitely si estamos seguros. También usamos estas formas si tomamos una decisión espontánea referida al futuro.



Perhaps, it’ll rain tomorrow.



We will go to the cinema tonight.


Be going to: Formation rules. Se forma con el Present simple de be + going + to + infinitivo.



Jean is going to learn to drive



Meaning: hay dos posibles usos significativos:


I.- Para indicar planes e intenciones.

I’m going to do lots of work this evening.
II.- Para indicar predicción de algo que vemos, conocemos o poseemos información veraz.


Look out! Those books are going to fall on your head.

Present Continuous: Meaning. Usamos este tiempo para expresar futuro cuando nos referimos a hechos que están acordados para el futuro. Se usa  cuando hablamos sobre acuerdos sociales.



Are you doing anything on Friday evening?



I’m having a party. Would you like to come?
Exercises.
1) Put the verb given into: will / be going to or Present Continuous.
a) Have you heard the news? Harry ________________________ (join) the Army!
b) Sorry to keep you waiting. I ______________________________ (not be) long.
c) According to the weather forecast, it ____________________ (snow) tomorrow.
d) I’m sorry I can’t meet you tonight. I ________________ (go out) with my sister.
e) Careful! You _____________________________ (knock) that jug off the table!
f) In fifty years time, most people ______________ (probably ride) bikes to work.
g) Our teacher _________________________________ (give) us a test tomorrow.
h) I ________________________ (go) to Manchester at the end  of the next week.
i) Look out! You ________________________________________ (hit) that tree!
j) I think our team ______________________________________ (probably win).
2) Choose the best option: will / be going to.
a) Jane _____________ a baby in the summer.
i) will have
ii) is going to have
b) Bye for now. Perhaps _______________ you later
i) I’ll see
ii) I’m going to see
c) Next summer holidays, ______________ stay with my relatives in New York.
i) I’ll
ii) I’m going to
d) The English test _______________ on March 10th.
i) will be
ii) is going to be
e) It was nice to talk to you ______________ again tomorrow.

i) I’ll phone

ii) I’m going to phone
f) I don’t know my plans for the summer. What ______________ ?
i) will you do
ii) are you going to do
g) Jim’s tired, so he ______________ early tonight.
i) will go to bed
ii) is going to go bed
h) Have you heard the news? Helen _______________ to London.
i) will move
ii) is going to move
Lyrics to Que Sera, Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be) :
When I was just a little girl 
I asked my mother 
What will I be 
Will I be pretty 
Will I be rich 
Here's what she said to me 
Que sera, sera 
Whatever will be, will be 
The future's not ours to see 
Que sera, sera 
What will be, will be 
When I grew up and fell in love 
I asked my sweetheart 
What lies ahead 
Will we have rainbows 
Day after day 
Here's what my sweetheart said 
Que sera, sera 
Whatever will be, will be 
The future's not ours to see 
Que sera, sera 
What will be, will be 
Now I have Children of my own 
They ask their mother 
What will I be 
Will I be handsome 
Will I be rich 
I tell them tenderly 
Que sera, sera 
Whatever will be, will be 
The future's not ours to see 
Que sera, sera 
What will be, will be 
Que Sera, Sera
"Whatever Will Be"
Sometimes I feel like I'm a bird with broken wings

At times I dread my now and envy where I've been 
But that's when quiet wisdom takes control 
At least I've got a story no one's told 
[Chorus] 
I finally learned to say 
Whatever will be will be 
I've learned to take 
The good, the bad and breathe 
'Cause although we like 
To know what life's got planned 
No one knows if shooting stars will land 
These days it feels naive to put your faith in hope 
To imitate a child, fall backwards on the snow 
'Cause that's when fears will usually lead you blind 
But now I try to under-analyse 
[Chorus] 
Is the rope I walk wearing thin? 
Is the life I love caving in? 
Is the weight on your mind 
A heavy black bird caged inside? 
Say 
Whatever will be will be 
Take 
The good, the bad 
Just breathe 
'Cause although we like 
To know what life's got planned 
No one knows if shooting stars will land 
Whatever will be will be 
I learned to take 
The good, the bad and breathe 
'Cause although we like 
To know what life's got planned 
Thing like that are never in your hands 
No one knows if shooting stars will land
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