Modals.
Los verbos modales son aquellos que no tienen todas las formas, pensando estrictamente en lo que sucede con los verbos regulares o irregulares, que poseen además del infintivo/presente, pasado y participio

Pres/fut
Past/cond
Uso




1.- ability.*

Can
could
2.- permission.

poder


3.- possibility.

El verbo can/could se puede usar para indicar habilidad, es decir lo que una persona o animal puede o sabe hacer, además para pedir permiso o indicar posibilidad. Usamos la formula be able to en otros tiempos.

Peter can swim very well.
Whales can sing.

I have been able to play the piano since I was five years old

Para negar se coloca not después: cannot (siempre juntos) o contraido can’t. En la forma interrogativa realiza inversión con el sujeto.

Las respuestas cortas: Yes, sujeto can; No, sujeto can’t.

Can´t
1.- impossibility

Se usa para indicar con certeza que algo es posible o no

It can´t be true they climbed the Everest.
May
might
1.- permission.

poder


2.- possibility.*

Puede ser usado para pedir permiso como can que resulta más coloquial mientras que may es más formal.

Cuando queremos expresar possibilidad la podemos expresar mejor con este verbo que con can. No hay diferencia de uso entre la forma may o might, ambas se usan indistintamente. Par otros tiempos usamos la formula be allowed to para permiso y be possible to para posibilidad

She may/might go to the cinema tonight.


I have been allowed to be awake till late since I was fifteen years old

La forma negativa may not es la única forma, no se puede contraer, para hacer una pregunta realiza inversión con el sujeto y, en las respuestas cortas sigue la norma de can.

Must


1.- obligation.*

deber


2.- deduction.

Have to

1.- less obligation (sustituye tener que



a must en otros tiempos).
Must se utiliza cuando la obligación tiene un fuerte contenido moral, en su defecto have to se inclina por el hecho que se tiene que realizar, sin más.


You must / have to be quiet.


He has got a huge country house, he must be very rich
Mustn’t

1.- prohibition (aunque puede no debe


parecer la forma negativa de must, en 



realidad se usa para indicar que algo 




no debe ser hecho).

You mustn’t cry in the corridors at school.

Needn’t

1.- absence of obligation 
Don´t have to

no hace falta que
(aunque el verbo need es un verbo 




regular, usado de este modo ó don’t 




need to + verbo en infinitivo




representa lo contrario de must).


You needn’t / don´t have to buy that book I’ll lend it.

Should

1.- advice.

Ought to

debería
Se usa cuando queremos dar un consejo a alguién o dar una opinión respecto a algo.


You don’t look very well you should give up smoking.

Por último imaginemos una situación para dar uso a : must, have to, mustn’t, needn’t y should.

You meet a friend.


- You don’t look very well.


- I have got a terrible cold.


- You should go to the doctor. Have you got fever?


- Yes, a bit. But I have a lot of work to do.


- That’s probably flu. You must go to the health 
centre


- I’ll be OK tomorrow. Have you got a cigarrette?


- You mustn’t smoke! You needn’t vaccinate but you 
should have a cough mixture.
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Read the examples and answer the questions. Which modals are used to express the following?

Type the answers. Then check.
1 ability

can / are able to

advice should / ought to

obligation has to / must

lack of obligation | don't have to / needn't

certainty that
something is true | must

possibility may / might

certainty that an't
something is
impossible

polite request could / would

prohibition mustn't

permission may

2 Complete the rule. Type the answers. Then check.
We use the| base |form of a verb after a modal.

a Everyone should / ought to visit Medellin.
b Life must be difficult in the Indian slums.

They don't have to / needn’t climb the mountain
any more.

May I speak to the mayor?

Could / Would you help me clear the path?

You mustn't forget to pay your fine.

They can / are able to improve their quality of life.

The government has to / must find a solution to the
housing problem.

It can't be true that so many people live without
clean water.

They may / might build a skyscraper here next year.
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