Modals
Here's a list of the modal verbs in English:
	can
	could
	may
	might
	will

	would
	must
	shall
	should
	ought to


Modals are different from normal verbs:

1: They don't use an 's' for the third person singular.
2: They make questions by inversion ('she can go' becomes 'can she go?').
3: They are followed directly by the infinitive of another verb (without 'to').
Modal Verbs Table

	Modal
	USES
	Present / Future 
	PAST 

	be supposed to
	expectation
	We are supposed tomeet them here.
	We were supposed tomeet here.

	be to 
	strong expectation
	We are to meet them here.
	We were to meet them here.

	can / could

Can - Can't

Could
	ability / possibility 

informal permission 

informal polite request 

impossibility (negative only)
	I can learn modal verbs online.

You can use my car tomorrow. 

Can I borrow your book?

Cats can't swim.
	I could jump high a few years ago but now I can't.



That can't have been true!

	have to
	necessity 


lack of necessity (negative)
	I have to go to class today.

I don't have to go to class today.
	I had to go to class yesterday.

I didn't have to go to class yesterday.

	have got to
	necessity
	I have got to go to class today
	I had to go to class yesterday.

	had better
	strongly advised
	You had better be on time.
	(past form uncommon) 

	may 
	polite request 
formal permission 
less than 50% certainty 
	May I borrow your book? 
You may leave the room. 
He may be at the school.
	

He may have been at school.

	Might
	less than 50% certainty 
	He might be at school.
	He might have been at school. 

	must
	strong necessity 


prohibition


95% certainty
	I must go to class today.

You must not open that door.

Mary isn't in class. She must be sick.(present only)
	I had to go to class yesterday. 



Mary must have beensick yesterday.

	ought to
	advisability 


80% certainty
	I ought to study tonight.


She ought to be at school
	I ought to have studied last night. 

She ought to have done well on the test. 

	shall
	ask another person's opinion (only used with I or we)
	Shall I invite them too? 
Shall we dance?
	

	should
	advisability 


80% certainty
	I should study tonight 


He should be at school
	You should have paid your bills. 

He should have done well on the test.



Another Reference for Modals.

	Legal Obligation / Official
	MUST
	Police officer: 'You must wear a seatbelt.'

	Logical Conclusion
	MUST
	The teacher's absent. She must be sick.

	Reporting a Rule
	BE SUPPOSED TO
	We are supposed to turn our cell phones off in movie theaters. 

	Personal Necessity / Obligation
	HAVE TO / HAVE GOT TO
	I have to call the doctor today.

	Possibility
	CAN
	I can meet with you on Friday.

	Ability
	CAN / BE ABLE TO
	I can play the piano. 
I am able to speak English.

	Permission
	CAN / BE ALLOWED TO
	I can have a dog in my apartment. I am allowed to have pets in my room.

	Past Ability
	COULD / WAS ABLE TO
	When I was a kid, I could run for hours.
could vs was were able to

	Past Permission
	WAS ALLOWED / PERMITTED TO
	I wasn't allowed to go out at nights.

	Advice
	SHOULD
	You should call your mother on her birthday.

	Warning
	HAD BETTER
	You'd better study before the test.

	A Choice / Not required
	DON'T HAVE TO
	I don't have to wear a suit to work.

	Possibility / Uncertainty about the future
*adverb MAYBE
	MAY / MIGHT
	It might / may rain this evening.
May be it will rain this evening.

	Polite request
	WOULD / COULD 
	Would you open the door, please?

	Permission
	MAY / CAN / COULD
	May I borrow your pen?

	To express what you want
	WOULD LIKE
	I would like to learn English free.

	Preference
	WOULD RATHER
	I would rather walk than drive.



The difference between the modal verbs should and had better
Should has a variety of meanings and uses, but the basic meaning that I want you to know for today’s lesson is I think it’s a good idea. We use should this way when we want to give a suggestion. The grammar is should + base verb:
· For awesome shopping, you should check out SOHO. I think shopping in SOHO is a good idea.
· When you come to NYC, you should go to Central Park.
· You should go to Lombardi’s if you want to eat amazing pizza.
Had better basically is used in English to give a warning. It means that if you don’t follow the warning given with had better, something bad will happen. The grammar is had better + base verb:
· You had better not smoke there, because smoking is illegal in NYC parks. If you smoke, the police will give you a ticket.
· It’s a cold day, so you had better dry your hair before going outside. If you don’t, you’ll catch a cold.
· Bob’s doctor told him that he had better stop smoking.
Be careful! Some students use the infinitive after had better, but this is not correct:
· You had better to finish your homework on time
Had better: form and meaning
We use had better to refer to the present or the future, to talk about actions we think people should do or which are desirable in a specific situation. The verb form is always had, not have. We normally shorten it to ’d better in informal situations. It is followed by the infinitive without to:
It’s five o’clock. I’d better go now before the traffic gets too bad.
Not: I’d better to go now.
The democratic movement had better concentrate on the immediate issues of the economy and security. (more formal)
Had better is a strong expression. We use it if we think there will be negative results if someone does not do what is desired or suggested:
She’d better get here soon or she’ll miss the opening ceremony.
Spoken English:
Sometimes people say had best instead of had better, especially in informal speaking. This sounds slightly less strong and less direct:
You’d best leave it till Monday. There’s no one in the office today.
Had better: negative and question forms
The negative of had better is had better not (or ’d better not):
I’d better not leave my bag there. Someone might steal it.
You’d better not tell Elizabeth about the broken glass – she’ll go crazy!
The question form of had better is made by inverting the subject and had. This means the same as should, but is more formal:
Had I better speak to Joan first before I send this form off? What do you think?
Had we better leave a note for the delivery guy to take the parcel next door?
Negative questions with had better are more common than affirmative ones:
Hadn’t we better ring the school and tell them Liam is sick?
Hadn’t you better switch your computer off? It might overheat if you leave it on.
Had better or be better, be best?
We use had better to give advice in a specific situation. We use the phrase be better or be best + to-infinitive for more general suggestions:
It’s always better to be safe than sorry. (‘It’s better to be safe than sorry’ is a saying which means that you should be careful before taking any action.)
I think it would be best to speak to the people in the video shop to see what they recommend.
Had better or would rather, would prefer?
We don’t use had better when we talk about preferences. We use would rather or would prefer.
Compare
	I’d better get a taxi. The buses are so slow.
	It is a good idea, better, or advisable to get a taxi.

	I’d rather get a taxi. I don’t like buses.
	I prefer to get a taxi.


Had better: typical errors
· We use had better to give specific advice, not to talk about obligations or requirements; instead, we use have to, have got to or must:
You have to (or must) hold a full, valid driving licence to hire a car.
Not: You’d better hold a full, valid driving licence to hire a car.

· Must
· We don’t use had better to talk about preferences; instead, we use would rather or would prefer:
They offered her a job in Warsaw, but she said she’d rather work in a smaller city. (or … she’d prefer to work …)
Not: …she’d better work…
· We don’t use had better to make ordinary suggestions or recommendations:
Auckland is a great place to visit. I’d recommend you take a boat trip across the bay and see some of the islands. Then you can find a nice restaurant for lunch. There are plenty of them.
Not: You’d better take a boat trip across the bay and see some of the islands. Then you’d better find a nice restaurant for lunch.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Perfect Modals
	Modal Perfect
	Examples:

	Must Have + Past P.

	My mother has arrived late. She must have been in a traffic jam. 

	May Have + Past P.

	We may have passed the math exam, but it was in French.

	Might Have + Past P.
	Alex might have taken the wrong train.

	Could Have + Past P.
	I’m sorry but, You could have played better.

	Couldn’t  Have + Past P.
	She couldn’t have passed because she hadn’t studied enough.

	Would Have + Past P.

	If I had guessed the future, I would have taken some precautions against what would happen.

	Should Have + Past P.

	You should have listened to the teacher.

	Shouldn’t Have + Past P.
	She shouldn’t have told them.

	Needn’t Have + Past P.


Ought to have
	I needn’t have read the book. You needn’t have bought it, because I have already

You ought to have warned me earlier



As we know modal verbs express modality, such as probability and possibility. When used with the infinitive form of the present perfect (‘have + past participle’) modal verbs indicate speculation about things in the past.
We form perfect modals with have and the past participle. We always use the following formula to make a statement with perfect modals:
subject + ordinary modal + have + past participle
To ask a question, we reverse the subject and the ordinary modal.
ordinary modal + subject + have + past participle
Can’t have
Can’t have is used in a similar manner to must have, but in the negative. We use can’t have when we are certain that something didn’t happen or wasn’t true in the past.
· I know you love chocolate. It can’t have been easy to say ‘no’ to that piece of cake
· They had a lot of work to do and little time. They can’t have finished everything.

Could have/couldn’t have
This denotes past ability, how you had this option in the past but now the choice no longer exists.
· I could have gone to Africa when I was 16.
· You could have been a rockstar, You were really good at playing the guitar.
· He couldn’t have gone to school without his lunch.
· She couldn’t have stolen the bag, she was in another town.

Should have/shouldn’t have
These denote past obligation, something that you had to do in the past for the result to be favorable now. Should have and ought to have are used when something didn’t happen but it would have been better if it had. In negative, these modals indicate that something happened but it would have been better if it hadn’t
· He should have gone to the bank earlier, he knew he had to pay the bill today.
· Ben ought to have gone to the doctor sooner. Now they say it will be a month beforehe is fully recoverd
· She shouldn’t have touched their property, that wasn’t the right thing to do.
· We should have gone to see her when we had the chance.
· I shouldn’t have said that to Mr Brown, I wasn’t thinking about it.

Would have/wouldn’t have
These show a past conditional construction, a condition that existed in the past but does not anymore.
· I would have bought the dress if I’d had enough money.
· I wouldn’t have gone to the party if I had known she would be there.
· She would have been so sad if she had seen that picture.
· We wouldn’t have been so angry if they had just apologised.

May have/may not have
These constructions denote past possibility, they usually describe something about which you are not quite certain.
· I may have left it at home, but I’m not sure.
· I may not have told him to go to the store earlier.
· We may not have been so lucky if things had happened differently.
· I may not have been honest with him.

Might have/might not have
These constructions denote past possibility, they usually describe something about which you are not quite certain.
· I might have gone to the party if I hadn’t had something to do.
· I might not have been so angry but I was having a bad day.
· She might have left it at home.
· We might go to the party later, if you want to come.

Must have/must not have
This denotes past probability, something of which you are nearly certain but of which you are not quite sure. It is used to express a logical conclusion about something that occurred in the past. We are unsure of what exactly happened but based on the evidence, we can come to some conclusion. As opposed to might have or may have as we will see later. Must have expresses more certainty
· I must have been really drunk last night because I don’t remember much!
· She must not have heard me properly because I didn’t say that.
· He must have been having a bad day because he’s not usually like that.
· We must not have been thinking straight because that was a silly thing to do.
· The lights are off. They must have gone out

Be careful not to use of instead of have in these constructions, because they sound similar in speech it is not uncommon to see could of or could have written down on paper. This is incorrect!
Brief explanation
Perfect modals of ability, permission, and possibility
When ordinary modals become perfect modals, they often express possibility, even if the ordinary models suggested other things.
The ordinary modals of ability are can and could. The perfect modal of ability is could have + past participle. Look at this sentence:
He could have driven himself to work today. 
This sentence has several meanings.
1. He had the ability and/or permission in the past to drive himself to work. 
2. It is possible that he drive himself to work, but we are not 100% sure. In this case, could have…becomes a modal of possibility.
Now look at the negative.
He couldn’t have driven himself to work today.
This sentence also has two meanings.
1. He did not have the ability and/or permission to drive himself to work.
2. We are 100% sure that he did not drive himself to work This is stronger than the same sentence in the affirmative.
Here is a question.
Could he have driven himself to work today? I’m not sure. Maybe.
Perfect modal of permission and possibility
The ordinary modals pf permission are can and may. The ordinary modals or possibility are may and might. When these modals become perfect modals, they all become modals of possibility. Look at these sentences.
1. Carlos may have fixed his car if he had had the chance. This is something that could have happened, but we are not sure. There is also some regret that he never had the chance to fix his car.
2. I might (have studied harder if I had known that the test would be this hard. This also expresses possibility. I am not sure I would have studied harder, but it’s possible. Again, I regret not studying harder.
3. She might not (may not) have come if she had known it would snow. We are not 100% certain that she would have stayed home because of the weather, but it is possible. She may regret going out in the snow.
To ask a question, use would.
Would you have studied harder if you had known how hard the test was?  I probably would have. The perfect modal would have expresses regret for what I did not do.
Perfect modals of advice
You may be familiar with the ordinary modals of advice, should, ought to, and had better. Look at these sentences when they are changed to perfect modals.
1. I should have called you before I left. This expresses regret that I did not call you.
2. They ought to have finished working by now  This is a deduction or a conclusion. It is 8:00 pm. The workday is long over. We can also say, “They should have finished working by now.” The two sentences have the same meaning.
3. He had better have paid the rent today! This is a strong statement meaning that if he did not pay the rent today, he may lose his home.
To ask a question, use should have.
Should I have called you before I left?  Yes, I would have appreciated it.
The perfect modal would have
The perfect modal would have… is often used in a conditional sentence to express regret. would have bought a better car if I had known that this one would break down This expresses regret that I bought the wrong car. The condition was that I did not know that the car I bought had problems.
This perfect modal can also express possibility when used in a question.
Would he have taken the train to work if it stopped near his house? Maybe. It’s possible.
Perfect modals of necessity and obligation
The ordinary modals of necessity and obligation are must and have to. Let us see what happens when they become perfect modals.
1. He must have seen the Statue of Liberty. He came to New York by ship.This is no longer a modal of necessity. It is now a deduction. Everyone who comes to New York by ship sees the Statue of Liberty, so I am sure that he saw it.
2. She has to have read that book. Her professor assigns it every year.This is also a deduction.
3. We must not have filled out the forms correctly. They didn’t process our credit card application. This is also a deduction. Not that we use must not for the negative, not mustn’t.
We ask a question with these perfect modals a little bit differently. We use the simple past tense. Since I am not sure of the answer, I am answering with a modal.
Did she work hard all of her life?  Yes, she must have. She was never home with her family.
No, probably not. She may have taken too many days off.
You now know that perfect modals have different meanings than their original modals. Perfect modals express possibility, regret, or deductions. The formula for expressing a statement is always the same:
subject + ordinary modal + have + past participle
The formula for asking a question is also always the same:
ordinary modal + subject + have + past participle






