RELATIVE CLAUSES

There are three kinds of RELATIVE CLAUSES:



Defining relative clauses



Non-defining relative clauses



Connective relative clauses


DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
They are the same Spanish oraciones de relativo.

These sentences describe the noun they follow so it is distinguished among the other nouns


Relative pronouns used in Defining Relative Clauses




Subject

object


possessive

People
WHO / THAT

WHOM / WHO

WHOSE







THAT


Things
WHICH / THAT
WHICH / THAT
WHOSE










OF WHICH


PEOPLE


SUBJECT: WHO / THAT, Who is generally used.


The man who robbed you was arrested.


Only those who had booked in advance were allowed in.


OBJECT OF A VERB: WHOM / WHO / THAT. The first form is considered the most formal but in colloquial English the second ones are more usual. Although it can be 
omitted


The man whom I saw told me to come back today 

or


The man who....
or
the man that....
or
the man I...


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: WHOM / THAT. In formal English the preposition is placed before the relative pronoun, in this case we use the 
first form but in colloquial English is more common to place the preposition 
at the end of the sentence.


The friend with whom I was travelling spoke French
or


The friend who / that I was....
or
the friend I was...


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE is the only possible form.


The film is about a spy whose wife betrays him


People whose rents have been raised can appeal


THINGS


SUBJECT: WHICH / THAT Both forms are used.


This is the picture which / that caused such sensation


OBJECT OF A VERB: WHICH / THAT, it can be omitted.


The car which / that I hired broke down
or
The car I hired...


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: WHICH / THAT. The preposition can be placed before the relative pronoun although it is very common to place it at the end of the sentence


The ladder on which I was standing began to slip


or


The ladder which / that I was standing on began to slip

or


The ladder I was standing on began to slip.


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE + a sentence is possible although with + a phrase is more usual


A house whose walls were made of glass

or


A house with glass walls


RELATIVE ADVERBS.


WHEN can be replaced by in / on which ( used in time)


the year when (= in which) he was born


the day when (= on which) he arrived


WHERE can be replaced by in / at which ( used in place)


the hotel where (= in / at which) they were staying


WHY can be replaced by for which


the reason why he refused is ...


NON DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

They are placed after a noun which is already defined but add some extra information about it. They are separated by commas like Spanish “explicativas”. The relative pronoun can not be omitted.


Relative pronouns used in Defining Relative Clauses




subject
object


possessive

People
WHO

WHOM / WHO

WHOSE



Thing

WHICH
WHICH

WHOSE


PEOPLE.


SUBJECT: WHO is the only possibility.


My neighbour, who is very pessimistic, says there will be no apples this year


Peter, who had been driving all day, suggested stopping at the next petrol station

OBJECT: WHOM / WHO. Whom is the correct form but who is the colloquial form.


She introduced me to her husband, whom I hadn’t met before


Peter, whom everyone suspected, turned out to be innocent


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: WHOM, the preposition is placed before the pronoun. However it is possible to place the preposition at the end of the sentence or placed who colloquially speaking.


Peter, who / whom I played tennis with on Sundays, was fitter than 
me 
OR

Peter, with whom I played tennis on Sundays, was fitter than me


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE.


Ann, whose children are at school all day, is working as a nurse


THINGS.


SUBJECT: WHICH, the form that cannot be used.


That block, which cost $25 million to build, has been empty for years


The 8:15 train, which is very punctual, was late today.


OBJECT: WHICH.


She gave me this jumper, which she had knitted herself.


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: The preposition is placed before 
WHICH or put the preposition at the end of the sentence.


His house, for which he paid $10,000, is now worth $50,000
or


His house, which he paid $10,000, is now worth $50,000.


WHICH WITH PHRASAL VERBS: This can be applied without removing the 
adverb or the preposition of the verb.


This machine, which I have look after for twenty years, is still 
working


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE / OF WHICH, the first is used for animals and 
things and the second is sporadically used with things.


His house, whose windows were all broken, was a depressing sight

	RELATIVE CLAUSES

	Use
	Example

	Defining relative clauses

-which or that to refer to things

-who or that to refer to people

-a defining relative clause is used because the sentence would not make sense without it. It gives essential information that identifies or specifies which person or thing is being talked about.
-the relative pronoun which, that or  who can be left out of the relative clause if the relative clause contains a second subject that is different from the subject of the whole sentence.

	The kind of music which /that my group plays is difficult to describe.

The kind of music (which /that) my group plays is difficult to describe.

	Non-defining relative clauses

1. Which to refer to things.
2. Who to refer to people.

3. A non-defining relative clause gives additional or interesting information about people or things. This information is not essential and the sentence has a clear meaning without the relative clause.

4. Usually put a comma both before and after a non-defining relative clause.

Note: the relative pronoun which or who cannot be left out of a non-defining relative clause.
Note: Do not use that to refer to people or things in a non-defining relative clause.

Which for facts, situations and actions.

Which can be used to link a whole sentence describing a fact, situation or action with a comment on that fact, situation or action.


	My car, which I bought two months ago, has broken down.

My brother, who knows a lot about that illness, was called up by the WHO.

They lost the game, which disappointed their supporters


	
	

	Use
	Example

	Where

To refer to places in both defining and non-defining relative clauses.

Where cannot be left out


	In the part of the city where I live, there is not a sports centre

The hotel, where we were staying, got burnt.

	When

To refer to times in both defining and non-defining relative clauses.
It is possible to leave when out of a defining relative clause but do not leave it out of a non-defining relative clause.


	This is the day (when) I was born.

At this time of the year, when we go on holiday, is the sunniest.



	Whose + noun

Use as a possessive form in both defining and non-defining relative clauses.

	He is the writer whose books my sister recommends me

Rebecca, whose brother plays handball, is an excellent player too.



	Why
To refer to a cause in both defining and non-defining relative clause
	That’s the reason why I refuse to help him


	PARTICIPLES

	The present participle
Can be used instead of repairing a subject to talk about two things happening at the same time

Can be used instead of while /when + subject + continuous verb to talk about one thing happening during the same period as another.
Can be used after while /when instead of subject + be
The subject of a participle must always be the same as the subject of the main verb in a sentence

	She stood there wondering what to do next

I began to feel ill getting off the plane.

I found this while looking through a magazine.

Coming out of the house, I saw an accident.



	The past participle
Can be used instead of and + subject + passive verb to give a first piece of information about someone or something, which is then followed by another piece of information.
Can be used to give a reason instead of because + subject + passive verb

	Built in 1992, this is one of the finest theatres in Madrid
Forced to save money, she stopped to buy expensive things.



	Get + past participle
Use as a passive pattern instead of be+ past participle to say that something unpleasant or undesirable happens to the subject.
Also used in certain common phrases, such as these: get married / get divorced /get dressed /get changed /get started.


	She got injured in the accident.

When are they getting married?

She went into her room and got dressed




1) Make one sentence.
Ex:
Sue decided to cook some spaghetti. She was extremely hungry.
Sue, who was extremely hungry, decided to cook some spaghetti.
a) I’ve got a brother called Jim. He lives in London. He’s a doctor.
b) We went to Sandra’s party last night. We enjoyed it very much.
c) Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland. My brother’s family in law lives there.
d) Sheila is away from home a lot. Her job involves a lot of travelling.
e) The hurricane has now headed out to sea. It caused such damage in the islands.
f) Last night we met a man. He’s a millionaire.*
g) Bruce Springsteen is a popular rock singer. He was born in the USA.
h) Yesterday we found a wallet. It was empty.
i) My grandmother lives in Orense. She is a teacher there.
j) We like cereals. Well, if they are wholemeal.
k) Principe Pío is situated near Palacio Real. It is one of the oldest stations in Madrid.
l) Michelangelo was a famous artist. He painted the Sistine Chapel.
m) Guernica was painted by Picasso. It is in Reina Sofia museum.
n) She’s bought a CD. It is broken.
o) My friend Laura has lived in many South American countries. She works for an international company.
p) I had won some money. I spent it on a new bike.
q) Amber is an excellent cook. She’s married to a cinema producer.
2) Complete the following advertisement with a relative.
The town of Keswick, which lies at the heart of the Lake District, is the perfect place for a holiday, and the Derwent Hotel, ________ overlooks the town, is the perfect place to stay. Robin and Wendy Jackson, ________ bought this small hotel three years ago, have already won an excellent reputation. Robin, ________ cooking is one of the reasons _________ the Derwent is so popular, was once Young Chef of the Year. The comfort of the guests, ________ the owners treat almost as members of the family, always comes first. Jude Law, ________ once stayed at the hotel, described it as “marvellous”. And the Lake District, ________ has so much wonderful scenery and __________ the poet Wordworsth lived, will no disappoint you
3) Choose to complete the sentences by using where, when, whereby or why.
The time

the building
the place
the reason
the agreement
a) The beach is …………….…… I most like to be in summer.
b) ………………….. whisky made in Japan can be sold in Britain has been criticised in Scotland.
c) The period during which Russ lived in Italy was also ………………….. he began to paint.
d) …………………. I used to work had 24 floors.
e) He has been unwell, and this maybe ………………….. he lost the match.
4) Use the information in brackets to make an –ing clause.
Ex:
I was woken up by a bell. (The bell was ringing)
I was woken up by a bell ringing.
a) I didn’t talk much to the man.(The man was sitting next to me on the plane)
b) The taxi broke down. (The taxi was taking us to the airport)
c) At the end of the street there is a path. (The path heads to a river)
d) A new factory has just opened in the town. (The factory employs 50 people)
e) The company sent me a brochure. (The brochure contained all the  information I needed)
5) Make one sentence from each group of sentences, beginning as shown.
Ex:
I got on a train. I wanted to go to a station. The train didn’t stop there.
The train I got on didn’t stop at the station I wanted to go to.
a) I read a book. You recommended a book to me. This was the book.
The book I …………………………………………………………………………………
b) The ship hit the iceberg and sank. Warning messages had been sent to it. The ship ignored this.
The ship, …………………………………………………………………………………...
c) The postman realised I was on holiday. You had sent me a parcel. The postman left it next door.
The postman, ……………………………………………………………………………
d) I used to own a dog. People came to the door. The dog never barked at them.
The dog I …………………………………………………………………………………..
e) I bought my car from a woman. She lives in a house. You can see the house over there.
The woman I ……………………………………………………………………………
f) We went to a beach on the first day of our holiday. It was covered in seaweed. This smelled a lot.
The beach we ……………………………………………………………………………..
g) My neighbours have three small children. The children make a lot of noise. My neighbours never apologise.
My neighbours ……………………………………………………………………………..
h) I bought a new typewriter. It cost me a lot of money. It has got a test processor.
The new …………………………………………………………………………………...
i) I lost my wallet last week. It was found by a workman. He was digging a hole in the street outside our house.
The wallet ……………………………………………………………………………………

j) Someone knows all about it. The secretary knows.
The person …………………………………………………………………… is the secretary.

k) Zedco has 10,000 employees. It’s an international company.
Zedco, …………………………………………………………….., is an international company.

l) Vicky’s name was missed off the list, so that she wasn’t very pleased.
Vicky, ………………………………………………………………, wasn’t very pleased.

m) Laura painted a picture, and it’s being shown in an exhibition.
The picture …………………………………………. is being shown in an exhibition.
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