“REPORTED SPEECH”

DIRECT and INDIRECT SPEECH.


Statements.

DS:
He says: “The train will be late”


IS:
He says that the train will be late.

When the verb in the main clause is in Present, Present Perfect or Future the “backshift” of the verb in the “reporting clause” is not necessary.

However, if the main clause is in Past tense, the backshift is done, that means the verb in the reporting clause change to Past tense, between both sentences there is a linking word THAT.

DS:
He said, 'The train will be late”


IS:
He said that the train would be late.


1. - Students are asked to assume that these sentences are spoken and reported on different days. This will mean that a sentence such as: He said, ‘I am coming tomorrow, will become: He said that he was coming the next day, and so on. This is applied to most of exercises on indirect speech.


2. - With indirect speech, when the person addressed is mentioned. Tell is more usual than say to as an introductory verb Ex:


He told me that he was going away the next day

is more usual than


He said to me that he was going away the next day.


Some tenses /forms do not change when direct speech becomes indirect Ex:


DS: ‘I wish my children would eat vegetables, ` she said.


IS: She (said she) wished her children would eat more vegetables.


When the speaker says you, and the person spoken to be not identified, it is good practice for student to assume that the remark was made to him. You will then become I/me/ or we/us.

DS:
‘You can phone from the office, ´ he said.


IS:
He said I could phone from his office.

This must not be done when the person spoken to is identified.

DS:
‘You can phone from my office, Mark, ´ he said


IS:
He told Mark that he could phone from his office.

When you stand for one, it is reported unchanged:

DS:
"You can’t bathe in the rivers,” he said, "they’re full of piranhas". ´

IS:
He said that you couldn’t bathe in the rivers as they were full of piranhas.

Sentences with had better:


‘You’d better’ can also be reported unchanged but can also be reported by advice.

DS: He said, ‘You’d better tell Tom.’


IS: He said I’d better tell Tom 

IS: He advised me to tell Tom.


‘I/we had better’ will normally be reported unchanged.


DS: He said, ‘I’d better wait.’
IS: He said he’d better wait.

I should … (if I were you)’ is best reported by advice:

DS: I said, ‘Shall I write to Jill?’ ‘I should phone her (if I were you),’ said Paul.


IS: I asked if I should write to Jill and Paul advised me to phone her.


Main verbal changes.


Direct speech


Indirect speech.


Tenses.


Present Simple


Past Simple


Present Continuous

Past Continuous

Past Simple



Past Perfect


Past Continuous


Past Perfect Cont. (sometimes remains)


Present Perfect


Past Perfect


Present Perfect Cont.

Past Perfect Cont.


Past Perfect



remains unchanged

Future (will)


Conditional (would)


Future Continuous

Conditional Cont. 


Conditional



remains unchanged


Pronouns changes.

I, me, my, mine


he / she, his / her, his / her.

you, you, your, yours

same.


we, us, our, ours


they, them, their, theirs.

you, you, your, yours

same


This / these



That / those.


Adverbial changes.

Now




then


today




that day


yesterday



the day before / the previous day.


tomorrow



the next day / the following day.


next week / month / year

the following week / month / year.


last week / month / year

the previous week / month / year.


here




there


Verbs mainly used as introductory verbs:


say to, tell, point out, remark, reply, and explain.


Questions.

In case we have that kind of questions with a “yes / no “answer it depends on the verb of the introductory clause. We use if as a linking word and ask is the verb which must appear in the indirect introductory clause as usual


DS:
He says:” Do you go there?”
IS:
He asks if I go there.


DS:
He said:” Do you go there?”
IS:
He asked if I went there.


In case we have questions with wh-words it is the same but the wh-word is used as a linking word between both sentences.


DS:
He says: “Where does he live?”
IS:
He asks where he lives.


DS:
He said: “Where does he live?”
IS:
He asked where he lived.


Questions with if- clauses and time clauses should be reported with the if- clause or time clause last.

DS:
‘When /If I see him, what shall I say?  she asked.


IS:
She asked what she should say when/if she saw him.

Indirect questions are normally expressed by: ask, enquire, want to know, wonder, I’d like to know.

Commands, requests, advice, invitations, offers and suggestions.

It depends on it is affirmative or negative; firstly the linking word is to, in the second case it is not to. In most cases the person addressed must be supplied. When more than one sentence is expressed they must be join together by mean of linking words such as: as, and, but, for, because, etc.


Remember that Why don’t you? Can be an ordinary question or advice/suggestion.


DS:
He said: “Put on your coat, Tom”


IS:
He told Tom to put on his coat.


DS: 
He said: “Don’t touch that”


IS:
He told not to touch that


Commands with if- clause and time clause can be reported by tell + infinitive + if- clause/time clause. But sometimes this would produce a rather clumsy sentence. It is then advisable to use say/said that + if- clause/time clause + be/should + infinitive:

DS:
If/When you see him, ask him to ring me,' she said


IS:
She said that if/when I saw him I was to ask him to ring her.

Was to expresses a definite command; should imply advice.

It is sometimes recommended for commands: say (that) + subject + be/should + infinitive, and for suggestions: suggest + gerund or that + subject + should.

‘What about? often introduces a suggestion and is then reported by suggest:


DS: ‘What about walking?’ he said.
IS: He suggested walking.


DS: ‘I can’t come at 2.00,’ Joe said. ‘Then what about 2.30?’ said Tim.


IS: Joe said he couldn’t come at 2.00, so Tim suggested 2.30


‘Why don’t you’ introduces suggestions or advice and is reported by suggest or advise:


DS: ‘I wonder if Peter is coming,’ said Ann. ‘Why don’t you ask him?’ said Tom.

IS: Ann wondered if Peter was coming. Tom advised her to ask him or

He suggested her asking him


‘Could I have’ is reported by ask for:


DS: ‘Could I have a cup of tea?’ Carl said.


IS: Carl asked (me) for a cup of tea.


‘Could you’ in requests is reported by ask + object + infinitive.


DS: ‘Could you sign the cheque, please? the assistant said.


IS: She asked me to sign the cheque.


But when it introduces an ordinary question it is reported unchanged


‘Would you mind waiting/singing’ etc. can be reported: 


He asked me to wait/ sing etc or He asked if I would min waiting/singing etc, 

Offer can be used in two constructions:

DS:
 ‘Would you like a drink?’


IS: 
He offered me a drink

DS:
 ‘Shall I wait for you? I’ll wait for you if you like.’

IS:
 He offered to wait for me.

When the infinitive is used it must be placed directly after offer. The person addressed is not mentioned in this construction.


Sentences with let:


He said, ‘Let’s go’ becomes
a) He suggested going.







b) He suggested that they should go.







c) He urged/advised them to go.
He said, ‘Let's not go’ can be expressed by any of these constructions in negative, but suggest + negative gerund is less usual than the others and is often replaced by this type:

He was against going/against the idea/against it.

He was opposed to the idea/ He opposed the idea, etc.

He said, ‘Let them go? Becomes
a) He suggested that they should go/ suggested them going

b) He said that they should go/ought to go expresses obligation


c) He said that they were to go expresses command

‘Let him/them’ express speaker indifference:


‘Everyone will laugh at you,’ John said. ‘Let them!’ he replied.

He expressed indifference/said he didn’t mind

Let is an ordinary verb which means allow:


DS: ‘Let me go!’ the teenager said to his father


IS: The teenager asked his father to let him go


Sentences with must, needn’t and have to:

‘I must’ can remain unchanged but becomes had to although would have to is better for an obligation which is likely to arise in the future:


‘must I?’ becomes had to


‘I must not’ remains unchanged


‘you/he must’ remains unchanged


‘must you/he?’ becomes had to


you/he must not’ remains unchanged or becomes weren’t to/ wasn’t to. Must used for commands or prohibitions or to express advice always remains unchanged.

`I needn’t’ can change to didn’t have to/wouldn’t have to in the same way that ‘I must' changes  to ‘had to/would have to’, but very often remains unchanged.


‘you/he needn’t’ remains.


‘need I/you/he?’ remains or becomes had to.


Forms with had to follow the usual rules. Had to becomes had had to.

Indirect commands, requests, advice, invitations and offers are normally expressed by: tell, order, command, warn, request, beg, advise, remind, offer, invite, urge + object + infinitive, ask (+object) + for, in some cases ask + infinitive.


Indirect suggestions are normally expressed by:  suggest


Mixed types.


They follow the usual rules and must be joined by mean of linking words.


In case it could appear an exclamation:


DS: “Ugh! There’s a slug in my salad. Waiter!” he cried


IS: He exclaimed with disgust that there was a slug in his salad and called the waiter /He exclaimed with disgust calling the waiter that there was a slug in his salad
This kind of sentences can be introduced by: accept, accuse, admit, advise, agree, apologise, assure, beg, call, complain, congratulate, deny, exclaim, explain, give, hope, insist, introduce, invite, offer, point out, promise, protest, refuse, remark, remind, suggest thank, threaten, warn , wish.

REPORTED SPEECH.
	Actual Words
	Reported Speech

	Present Simple

“I like Spain,” he said

	Past Simple
He said that he liked Spain.

	Present Continuous
“I’m not feeling well,” she said


	Past Continuous
She said that she was not feeling well.



	Past Simple

“I passed my driving test last year,” he said


	Past perfect

He said that he had passed his test the previous year.

	Past Continuous

“I wasn’t listening,” she said


	Past Perfect Continuous

She said that she hadn’t been listening



	Present Perfect

“I’ve been very busy,” he said


	Past Perfect

He said that he had been very busy

	Present Perfect Continuous
“I’ve been waiting for you,” she said

	Past Perfect Continuous
She said that she’d been waiting for me.



	Will
“I’ll help you,” he said


	Would
He said that he would help me



	Can
“I can’t hear you,” she said


	Could
She said that she couldn’t hear me



	Am /is /are going to

“I’m going to leave,” he said


	Was /were going to

He said that he was going to leave

	Note: it is not necessary to use that when reporting speech.

Note: there are other changes apart from the tense changes:
This ( that       today ( that day                last week ( the previous week

Here ( there     tomorrow ( the following day

Next week ( the following week                  yesterday ( the previous day




REPORTED QUESTIONS
	Actual words
	Reported question

	Asked (someone) + what /where, etc. + subject + reported speech
For questions asking for information

“How much is it?” He asked

“What time did they arrive?” I asked them.

“When will you arrive?” she asked

Note: do not use a question pattern after what /when, etc. in reported questions

	He asked how much it was

I asked them what time they had arrived.

She asked when I would arrived

	Asked someone + whether /if + subject + reported speech
For questions asking for the answer yes / no.

“Do you need any help?” I asked her.

“Have you heard the news?” he asked me.

“Will you have enough money?” she asked him.


	I asked her whether /if she needed any help.

He asked me whether /if I had heard the news.

She asked him whether /if he would have enough money.

	Asked someone + infinitive with to
“Could you give me some advice?” she asked me.

“Would you come back later?” He asked her
“Will you have enough money?” she asked him

	I asked her whether /if she needed any help.

He asked me whether /if I had heard the news.

She asked him whether /if he would have enough money.

	Asked (someone) + for + noun
For requests

“Could I have another coffee, please?” he asked me


	He asked (me) for another coffee.


VERB PATTERNS
	Say (that) + reported speech
Say to someone (that) + reported speech

Note: Do not use say someone without to


	He said (that) he was feeling tired.

He said to the interviewer (that) she wouldn’t answer the question.

	Tell someone (that) + reported speech
Tell someone + infinitive with to

Note: The verb tell must be followed by an  object


	They told us the hotel was full.

The boss told me not to be late again



	Explain (that) + reported speech
Explain to someone (that) + reported speech

Note: Do not use explain followed by a person.

	I explained (that) I was going to arrive late

Sheila explained tome (that) she might not come to the party.

	Promise + infinitive + reported speech

Promise someone (that)e with to
Promise someone (that) + reported speech
Note: Do not use promised somebody to do something

	He promised to make the dinner

He promised (that) he would make the dinner

He promised me (that) he would make dinner.



	Suggest (to someone) (that) + reported speech
= say something as an idea, propose


	They suggested to her that they could go to the cinema

	Complain (to someone) (that) + reported speech
= say you are not satisfied with or happy about something
Complain (to someone) about + noun

	They complained (to the police) (that) their neighbours were making too much noise.

They complained (to the police) about the noise.



	Argue (with someone) (about + noun)
= say that you don’t agree, especially angrily


	They often argue because of the money.



	Criticize someone for + -ing
= say you don’t like something that somebody does


	His teacher usually criticized him for being lazy

	Protest (to someone) (about + noun)
= say very strongly that you do not like or agree with something or that something is unfair.

Apologize (to someone) (for + -ing)
= say “I’m sorry”
Note: Do not use apologize someone without to.

	They protested about the rise of the taxes.

They protested to the local authorities.
I apologized for behaving that way.

	Thank someone (for + noun /-ing)
= say “thank you”

Blame someone (for + noun /-ing)
= tell somebody that you think they are responsible for something bad that has happened


	They thanked him for his help/ for helping them.

Sam blame me for making that terrible noise



	Discuss + noun (with someone)
= talk about a subject, especially an important one.

Note: Do not use discuss about + noun

	He discussed what university degree study with his family.

	Agree + infinitive with to
= say “yes” when asked to do something.

Agree (that) + reported speech
= say “yes”, it’s true


	Noah agreed to lend me his car.

I agreed (that) I was wrong.

	 Admit (to) + -ing
Agree that something is true, especially when it is unpleasant or something that you are not happy about
Admit (that) + reported speech
= admit to + -ing

	Henry admitted to making that mess.

He admitted (that) he had made that mess.

	Deny + -ing
= say that something is not true

Deny (that) + reported speech
= deny + -ing


	The boy denied breaking the window.

The boy denied (that) he had broken the window

	Refuse + infinitive with to
Say “no” when asked or told to do something, or offered something.


	He refused to listen to me although I tried to explain it.


	Insist on + -ing
= say that you will do something because you really want to do it, even though somebody else says it is unnecessary or unwanted.
Insist (that) + reported speech
= say firmly that something is the case, especially when someone else doesn’t believe you or agree with you

= say firmly that somebody must do something, especially when they are refusing to do it


	He insisted on paying all the drinks although we told him not to do it.

Ron insisted (that) he hadn’t taken my laptop.



	Demand + infinitive with to
= ask to do something very firmly, in a way that suggests you will not accept the answer “no”

Demand (that) + reported speech
= ask somebody to do something very firmly, in a way that suggests you will not accept the answer “no”

	He demanded to talk to her chief.
Pete demanded that she had to answer his proposal as soon as possible.

	Accuse someone of + -ing
= tell somebody that you believe they have done something wrong or bad.

	Everyone accused Tom of doing that mess.



	Threaten + infinitive with to (+ unless /if)
= tell somebody that you will hurt or punish them if they don’t do what  you want them  to do.

Note: Do not use threaten + object + infinitive

	The manager threatened to dismiss him if he didn’t improve his work..

	Encourage someone + infinitive with to
= tell somebody that they are able to do something and that it is a good idea for them to do it, support and give confidence to somebody.


	My parents encourage me to do a professional training course.

	Urge someone + infinitive with to
= tell somebody that it is very important for them to do something, try hard to persuade somebody to do something, recommend something strongly.

	They urged the doctor to come immediately.

The situation urges us to act carefully.

	Persuade someone + infinitive with to
= succeed in making somebody agree to do something by giving them good reasons for doing it.

Persuade (that) + reported speech
= succeed in making somebody believe that something is true.

	His son persuaded him to lend him his car

The real estate agent persuaded me (that) it was a good investment to buy that house



	Convince someone + infinitive with to
= persuade somebody to do something.

Convince someone (that) + reported speech
= make somebody believe something


	I convinced the shop assistant to reduce the price.
She convinced the lawyer (that) he had to appeal to the judge.

	
	


EJERCICIO
1) “I am going out now, but I’ll be in by nine”, he said. (omit now)

2) “Who has been using my typewriter?” said my brother.

3) “Don’t put sticky things in your pockets”, said his mother  (who said to)

4) “I can’t live on my basic salary”, said Peter, “I’ll have to offer to do overtime”.

5) “Do you want to see the cathedral? the guide asked us.

6) “Get into the right lane”, said the driving instructor.

7) “If you lend me a chainsaw”, said Mary, “I’ll bring it back the day after tomorrow”.

8) “What did you miss most when you were in prison?” Mary asked John.

9) “Fasten your seat belts; there may be a little turbulence” said the air hostess.

10) “I would like to speak to Susan”, said Ann, “but I’m bathing the babies and they will drown if I leave them alone in the bath while I go to the telephone”.

11) “It isn’t so cloudy today as it was yesterday”, the BBC announcer said.

12) “How long does it take to Edinburgh by coach?” asked the tourist.

13) “Could you change a five-pound note? I’m afraid I haven’t got anything smaller”, said the passenger to the conductor.

14) “Read the questions twice,” said the teacher,” and don’t write in the margin”.

15) “Please, please don’t do anything dangerous,” said his wife, “take it easy”

16) “Let me stay up a little longer tonight, mother,” begged the child.

17) Peter asked Ann if she could tell him why Paul had left the university without taking his degree

18) Our neighbour’s son told my mother that he had a German lesson that afternoon and he had not done his homework yet.
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