THE INFINITIVE AND THE GERUND.


En inglés, cuando un verbo hace funciones de sustantivo, se puede usar el gerundio (forma –ing del verbo) o el infinitivo (con o sin to).



Ejemplos: 
I like fishing.





We want to spend a year abroad.

THE INFINITIVE.


USES.

Alone:




We began to walk.

As a subject:
To lean out of the window is dangerous / it is dangerous to lean out of the window.


Complement of a verb

His plan is to keep the affair secret.


Object / part of the object of a verb
He wants to pay / He wants mew to pay.


Be + infinitive express commands, instructions:
 He is to stay here till tonight.


Or convey a plan:


She is to be married next week.


Express purpose:


They went to France to learn French.


After certain adjectives: angry, glad, happy, sorry, fortunate, likely, lucky:






He was glad to leave school.






He is lucky to have a car.

Connect two clauses after only/ or not:






He survived the crash only to die in the desert 

He survived the crash to die in the desert.


Replace relative clauses:
He was the only to survive the crash (only one who






I have letters to write (that I must write)






There is plenty to do (we can do/ we must do).

With certain nouns:
ability, ambition, anxiety, attempt, decision, demand, desire, determination, eagerness, effort, failure, offer, plan, promise, refusal, request, scheme, willingness, and wish.  He made an attempt to stand up.

With too/enough + adj. or adv. + inf.: He was too drunk to drive home / this parcel is too heavy to be sent by post / He spoke too quickly for me to understand.


She is old enough to travel by herself / He didn’t jump high enough to win the first prize.

Verbs followed by infinitive:

Afford  agree  aim  appear  arrange  ask  attempt  be able  bother  care (neg.)  choose  claim  condescend  decide  decline  demand  determine  be determined  endeavour  fail  forget  guarantee  happen  hesitate  hope  intend  learn  long  manage  need  neglect  offer  plan  prepare be prepared  pretend proceed  promise  propose  prove  refuse  remember  resolve  seem  swear  tend  threaten trouble (neg.)  try (= attempt)  volunteer  vow  want  wish  would like  would have  would prefer.

Be  can  dare  do  have  may   must  need  ought  shall  will  used ( bare infinitive with auxiliary verbs)

· Help también puede ir seguido de infinitivo sin to. Del mismo modo el verbo need también puede ser modal, en cuyo caso irá seguido de infinitivo sin to.

Ejemplos: My son hasn’t learned to read yet.



They refused to talk to me.

Verb + how, what, when, where, which, why + infinitive:

He discovered how to open the safe.

Infinitive after verb + object:

Advise  allow  ask  bribe  command  compel  enable  encourage  entitle  expect  feel  forbid  force  help  hear  implore  induce  instruct  invite  let  make  oblige  order  permit persuade  prefer  recommend  remind  request  see  show how  teach/teach how  tell  tempt  train  urge  want  warn  watch  would like.

These glasses will enable you to see in the dark.

They persuade us to go with him.

I asked them to come in.

She wanted me to help her.


Detrás de los adjetivos también se use el infinitivo con to:


It is easy to learn English.



We were very happy to see him.


Y también cuando el adjetivo o adverbio va acompañado por too o enough.



She is too Young to get married



My children aren’t old enough to walk alone at night.


A veces el adjetivo va seguido de for + sustantivo/pronombre para restringir a quién afecta el adjetivo.



My brother likes maths, so it was easy for him to solve the problem.


Detrás de: it is/was + adjetivo + of + sustantivo/pronombre.



It was very kind of you to visit us.



It was very wise of the policeman not to use his gun.


Detrás de: the only, the last, the first, the second, the third, etc.



My father is always the first to get up.



He was the only one to realize my mistake.

Con pronombres interrogativos. Todos los pronombres interrogativos pueden ir seguidos de to + infinitivo, excepto why, que va seguido del infinitivo sin to.



I don’t know what to say.



Did they tell you where to go?



Why drive all the way there if you can just give them a phone call.


Detrás del verbo to be normalmente en estructuras de superlativo + be + to  infinitivo.



The most important thing now is to find a substitute.


En el infinitivo de finalidad o propósito, infinitive of purpose.



They started early (so as) to have plenty of time

INFINITIVE WITHOUT TO


The bare infinitive: after verbs and expressions. (This means infinitive without to)

After can, do, may, shall, will.
After need and dare (except when conjugated)

After feel, hear, see and watch:

I heard him lock the door, but see and hear in passive: He was seen to enter the office.

After let: 
They let me know
let us/ let’s: let us stand/ let’s take the tent/ let’s not start too early

After make in active voice: 
He made me move my car.

Would rather/sooner, rather/ sooner than: 
I’d rather wait till tomorrow.

Had better: “You had better start at once”, he said.

Help: 
he helped us (to) push it.

Utilizamos el infinitivo sin to detrás de los verbos modales: can, could, may, might, must, shall, will, should, would, needn’t y a vices need. También detrás de expresiones: had better (más valdría),  would rather/would sooner (preferiría).



I can swim.



They should write more often.



You’d better find a new job.



She’d rather stay with her parents than move with a friend.

Los verbos let y make van seguidos de objeto + infinitive sin to.


We let them go to bed later.



They made me stay longer.


En cambio en voz pasiva estos verbos se transforman en be allowed to + infinitivo y be made to + infinitivo.



The students were made to study hard.



We were allowed to stay up late.

El verbo help antes mencionado va seguido de objeto + infinitivo con o sin to.



We helped him (to) carry the suitcases.


El verbo dare (atreverse) también puede ir seguido de infinitivo con o sin to.



She wouldn’t dare (to) tell me off.


Este verbo funciona como modal cuando va seguido de infinitive sin to.


Los verbos de percepción: see, hear, feel, smell y watch pueden ir seguidos de sustantivo/pronombre + infinitivo sin to o de un verbo en forma –ing.



I saw it fall.



I heard the baby crying.


La diferencia entre una y otra es que la forma verbal en –ing sugiere acciones que estaban realizándose cuando fueron percibidas. Mientras que la forma del infinitivo se refiere, generalmente, a acciones que se percibieron de principio a fin.

GERUND.

It can be used in the following ways:


As a subject:


Reading produced good writers.






Chewing gum in class is not allowed.


Es posible, pero no frecuente usar el infinitivo con to como sujeto de una oración:



To find a good job is getting more and more difficult.


As a complement of a verb:
His hobby is painting.


After prepositions:

He was accused of kidnapping.






After watering the garden, it started to rain.






Why do you insist on telling the same old story?


After certain verbs:

He admitted taking the money.


After phrasal verbs:

He gave up smoking.


In nouns compounds:
a washing machine.


Expressing short prohibitions (notices):






No smoking.


To placed after auxiliary verbs or be going to form is part of the infinitive and the infinitive with to is placed after hate, hope, intend, would like/love, mean, plan, try, want and others, but placed after some verbs like: look forward to, take to, be accustomed, be used to:


I’m looking forward to seeing you


Verbs followed by the gerund.

Admit  anticipate  appreciate  avoid  consider  continue  defer  delay  deny  detest  dislike  dread  enjoy  escape  excuse  fancy(= imagine)  feel  finish  forgive  give up  imagine  involve  it’s worth  keep (= continue)  like  loathe  mean (= involve)  mind (= object)  miss  need (passive sense*)  pardon  postpone  practise  prevent  propose (= suggest)  recollect  remember (= recollect)  resent  resist  risk  save (somebody the trouble of)  stop (cease)  suggest  understand.

It’s also use in expressions can’t stand (= endure) can’t help (= prevent/avoid) it’s no use/good or after the adjective worth.


*En este caso, el verbo tiene un sentido pasivo:



The sheets need changing.


Ejemplos:



They enjoyed watching the film.



I gave up studying at the age of 18.



When I saw him in pajamas, I couldn’t stop laughing.

If a verb or verb + preposition are followed by a gerund it refers to the subject of the verb:


Tom insisted on reading the letter

But if we put a possessive adj. or a pronoun before the gerund, this refers to the poss. or the pronoun:


He insisted on me/my reading it.


Verbs and expressions with both constructions (infinitive or gerund):

Dislike  dread  fancy  involve  like (neg.)  mean  mind  propose  recollect  remember  resent  save  stop  suggest  understand  approve/disapprove of  insist on  it’s no good/use  object to  there’s no point in  what’s the point of.

INFINITIVE AND GERUND CONSTRUCTIONS.

Verbs followed either by infinitive or gerund without meaning change:

Advise  agree  allow  begin  can/could bear  cease  continue  forget  hate  intend  like  love  mean  need  permit  prefer  propose  recommend  regret  remember  require  start  stop  try  used to  want.


Los siguientes verbos pueden usarse seguidos de gerundio o infinitivo con to. Sin embargo, cuando hablamos de gustos en general, es más frecuente usar el gerundio. También es obligatorio utilizar el infinitivo con to cuando estos verbos van acompañados por would, es decir, detrás de would like, dislike, would love y would hate.

Like*
  dislike
love
   hate



I like going to the cinema.



She disliked sharing her room.



We’d love to help you.



I hate going to the cinema.



I’d hate to lose that ring.


*En ingles británico, like generalmente va seguido de gerundio cuando significa gustar. En cambio, cuando like expresa el modo en que a uno le gusta hacer las cosas o lo que cree que es más conveniente, va seguido de infinitivo con to exclusivamente.



I like going for walks in the park.



I like to go to the dentist twice a year.


Se puede utilizar to + infinitivo o gerundio indistintamente detrás de los verbos siguientes: attempt, continue, begin, intend, prefer, start.


It started to rain three days ago. / It started raining three days ago.



I like going to the country at the weekend. / I like to go to the country at the weekend


Es preferible utilizar el infinitivo con to en los tiempos continuos de begin y start, así como cuando van seguidos de verbos como: know, realize, understand, que no suelen ir en tiempos continuos.



He’s starting to walk slowly.


I didn’t start to realize my mistake until you told me.


Aunque detrás de like, love, hate y prefer podemos utilizar infinitivo con to o gerundio, en las formas would like /love / hate / prefer se suele emplear únicamente el infinitivo.



We like to camp / camping near the river.


Pero:
We’d like to camp near the river.


Cuando empleamos el verbo prefer con dos acciones, utilizamos la forma –ing para ambas. La segunda acción puede ir precedida de la preposición to o bien de rather tan.



I prefer Reading to watching TV.


O bien: I prefer reading rather than watching TV.


Después de would prefer se utiliza el infinitivo con to, y si además se comparan dos acciones, la segunda va con la estructura rather tan + infinitivo sin to / forma –ing del verbo.



I’d prefer to play chess rather than go/going to the cinema.

Begin, start, continue and cease: both are used but infinitive is more usual with verbs of knowing and understanding:   I began to work/working // I am beginning to understand/ see/ realize why he acted as he did.


Verbs followed either by gerund or infinitive with meaning change.


Hay verbos como allow, permit y forbid (advise, recommend), que van seguidos de –ing si no hay objeto directo. Cuando sí lo hay, se utiliza el infinitivo con to.



Doctors don’t allow smoking in hospitals.



Doctors don’t allow people to smoke in hospitals.



They don’t allow parking here.



They don’t allow us to park here.


Forget +to infinitivo significa olvidarse de hacer algo. 



Don’t forget to buy some stamps.

I forgot to buy the stamps.

I often forget to sign my cheques

Forget + gerundio significa olvidar haber hecho algo.



Has he forgotten meeting her?



I’ll never forget waiting for bombs to fall.

Go on + to + infinitivo se refiere a un cambio de acción; es decir, cuando uno pasa a realizar una acción diferente.


After writing the composition, they went on to count the words.


He went on to talk about his accident

Go on + gerundio significa continuar.


They went on working until the next morning.


He went on talking about his accident.


Mean to + infinitivo significa tener la intención de hacer algo.



He didn’t mean to hurt you.


Mean + gerundio significa conllevar.



Accepting that offer will mean moving to a different town.


Regret + to + infinitivo significa generalmente lamentar a la hora de informar de algo.



I regret to tell you, you haven’t passed the exam.



I regret to say you have failed your exam


Regret + gerundio significa lamentar haber hecho algo.



I regret leaving school before I was 16.



I regret spending so much money


Remember+ to +infinitivo significa acordarse de hacer algo.



When you go out, remember to buy the paper.


O bien: When she went out, she remembered to buy the newspaper.



I’ll remember to ring Bill.


Remember + gerundio significa recordar haber hecho algo.



I remember going to France every summer when I was a kid.



I remember reading about the earthquake.

Stop + to + infinitivo significar parar o detenerse para seguir.



I stopped to ask the way to Santander.


Stop + gerundio significa parar o cesar de hacer algo definitivamente.



I can’t stop him talking to the press.


Try + to + infinitivo significa intentar algo, hacer un esfuerzo por.



He tried to lift the chair but it was too heavy.



They tried to put a net all around the garden.


Try + gerundio significa experimentar, probar a.



If you want to start the car, try pushing it.



They tried putting a net all around the garden.
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