RELATIVE CLAUSES

There are three kinds of RELATIVE CLAUSES:



Defining relative clauses



Non-defining relative clauses



Connective relative clauses


DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
They are the same Spanish oraciones de relativo.

These sentences describe the noun they follow so it is distinguished among the other nouns


Relative pronouns used in Defining Relative Clauses




Subject

object


possessive

People
WHO / THAT

WHOM / WHO

WHOSE







THAT


Things
WHICH / THAT
WHICH / THAT
WHOSE










OF WHICH


PEOPLE


SUBJECT: WHO / THAT, Who is generally used.


The man who robbed you was arrested.


Only those who had booked in advance were allowed in.


OBJECT OF A VERB: WHOM / WHO / THAT. The first form is considered the most formal but in colloquial English the second ones are more usual. Although it can be 
omitted


The man whom I saw told me to come back today 

or


The man who....
or
the man that....
or
the man I...


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: WHOM / THAT. In formal English the preposition is placed before the relative pronoun, in this case we use the 
first form but in colloquial English is more common to place the preposition 
at the end of the sentence.


The friend with whom I was travelling spoke French
or


The friend who / that I was....
or
the friend I was...


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE is the only possible form.


The film is about a spy whose wife betrays him


People whose rents have been raised can appeal


THINGS


SUBJECT: WHICH / THAT Both forms are used.


This is the picture which / that caused such sensation


OBJECT OF A VERB: WHICH / THAT, it can be omitted.


The car which / that I hired broke down
or
The car I hired...


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: WHICH / THAT. The preposition can be placed before the relative pronoun although it is very common to place it at the end of the sentence


The ladder on which I was standing began to slip


or


The ladder which / that I was standing on began to slip

or


The ladder I was standing on began to slip.


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE + a sentence is possible although with + a phrase is more usual


A house whose walls were made of glass

or


A house with glass walls


RELATIVE ADVERBS.


WHEN can be replaced by in / on which ( used in time)


the year when (= in which) he was born


the day when (= on which) he arrived


WHERE can be replaced by in / at which ( used in place)


the hotel where (= in / at which) they were staying


WHY can be replaced by for which


the reason why he refused is ...


NON DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

They are placed after a noun which is already defined but add some extra information about it. They are separated by commas like Spanish “explicativas”. The relative pronoun can not be omitted.


Relative pronouns used in Defining Relative Clauses




subject
object


possessive

People
WHO

WHOM / WHO

WHOSE



Thing

WHICH
WHICH

WHOSE


PEOPLE.


SUBJECT: WHO is the only possibility.


My neighbour, who is very pessimistic, says there will be no apples this year


Peter, who had been driving all day, suggested stopping at the next petrol station

OBJECT: WHOM / WHO. Whom is the correct form but who is the colloquial form.


She introduced me to her husband, whom I hadn’t met before


Peter, whom everyone suspected, turned out to be innocent


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: WHOM, the preposition is placed before the pronoun. However it is possible to place the preposition at the end of the sentence or placed who colloquially speaking.


Peter, who / whom I played tennis with on Sundays, was fitter than 
me 
OR

Peter, with whom I played tennis on Sundays, was fitter than me


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE.


Ann, whose children are at school all day, is working as a nurse


THINGS.


SUBJECT: WHICH, the form that cannot be used.


That block, which cost $25 million to build, has been empty for years


The 8:15 train, which is very punctual, was late today.


OBJECT: WHICH.


She gave me this jumper, which she had knitted herself.


OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION: The preposition is placed before 
WHICH or put the preposition at the end of the sentence.


His house, for which he paid $10,000, is now worth $50,000
or


His house, which he paid $10,000, is now worth $50,000.


WHICH WITH PHRASAL VERBS: This can be applied without removing the 
adverb or the preposition of the verb.


This machine, which I have look after for twenty years, is still 
working


POSSESSIVE: WHOSE / OF WHICH, the first is used for animals and 
things and the second is sporadically used with things.


His house, whose windows were all broken, was a depressing sight
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