ADJECTIVES.

Kinds of adjectives.

1.1. Demonstrative: this, that, these, those.

1.2. Distributive: each, every, either, and neither.

1.3. Quantitative: some any, no, little/few, much, many, one, twelve.

1.4. Possessive: my, your, his, her, its, our, their.

1.5. Interrogative: which, what, whose.

1.6. Quality: fat, clever, thin, bad, good, strong.

1.7. Participles used as adjectives: both, present participles (-ing) and past participles (-ed). The first are used with the meaning “having this effect” and the second “affected in that way”. Ex: 



My job is
boring

I’m bored with my job.





interesting

I’m not interested in my job.





tiring


I’m tired when I finished work





satisfying, etc.
I’m not satisfied with my job


Somebody is bored, because something is boring.
1. Notice: adjectives in English have the same form for singular and plural, masculine and feminine nouns, except demonstratives because these/those are used for plural.

2. Adjectives come before nouns or after a verb: a happy man/Tim is happy.

3. And is used with two or more adjectives and it is placed between the last two.


Order of adjectives:

	I. quantity: a (n), one, five...

	II. quality: ugly, fat, dirty, expensive...

	III. size: little, medium-sized, average-sized...

	IV. shape: round, square, oval, thin,

	V. age: old, modern, 15th century, 1920s...

	VI. colour: pale, light, dark, bright/yellow, green, blue, red...

	VII. pattern: plain, spotted, striped, flowered, checked...

	VIII. origin: Roman, Greek, Eastern, Asian...

	IX. purpose: (gerunds for compound nouns) walking stick...

	X. material: wool, plastic, aluminium, cotton, wood, leather, metal, silk...

	XI. object: jug, vase, table, suit


a. Order of adjectives.

The most frequent order of adjectives before a noun is

	quantity
	quality
	size
	Shape
	age
	colour
	pattern
	origin
	material
	noun

	How much/ many?
	What’s it like?
	How big?
	What shape?
	How old?
	What colour?
	What pattern?
	Where’s it from?
	What’s it made of?
	What is it?

	A
	cheap
	small
	round
	old
	light grey
	flowered
	Indian
	cotton
	sari

	a
	smart
	
	
	
	red
	
	Spanish
	leather
	jacket

	a(n)
	ugly
	little
	flat
	antique
	pale red
	striped
	Chinese
	wood
	box

	one
	beautiful
	medium sized
	round
	modern
	bright brown
	plain
	Greek
	metal
	table

	five
	clean
	long
	thin
	1984
	dark green
	check
	Roman
	leather
	vases

	some
	dirty
	average sized
	oval
	1920s
	blue
	spotted
	Canadian
	plastic
	shirts

	a few
	nice
	enormous
	pointed
	15th 
	black
	
	European
	wool
	houses

	a lot of
	expensive
	four-seat
	thick
	century
	yellow
	
	Southern
	silk
	dresses



Comparison:
	syllables
	positive
	comparative
	superlative

	one-syllable
	long / large

tall
	long-er / larg-er
tall-er
	the long-est / larg-est / tall-est

	two syllables

 (-y/ly/er)
	clever / silly

pretty
	clever-er/silli-er
pretti-er
	the clever-est/ silli-est/pretti-est

	two syllables (ous/re/ful/etc.)
	nervous/careful/

obscure
	more nervous/careful/

obscure
	the most
 nervous/careful/

obscure

	three or more syllables
	expensive/

beautiful/

interesting
	more expensive/

beautiful/

interesting
	the most

 expensive/

beautiful/

interesting



Irregular adjectives.

	positive
	comparative
	superlative

	good
	better
	best

	bad
	worse
	worst

	much/many
	more
	most

	little
	less
	least

	far
	farther (distance)

further (distance/time)
	farthest

furthest

	old
	older (people / things)

elder (only people)
	oldest

eldest



There are a few ways to express comparison:

1.1. when we use as...as in affirmatives and not as/so...as in negative. Ex: Phil is as tall as Paul
Jane is not as/so clever as Jenny.

1.2. Than. Ex: Spanish diet is healthier than English diet.

1.3. If we want to compare three or more people or things superlative is used with the...in/of. Ex: Gades is the oldest city in Spain.

1.4. There are two ways to express increase the + comparative + the + comparative or comparative + and + comparative, although the second one can express decrease too. Ex: the bigger the better,
The storm became stronger and stronger,
The August fair is becoming less and less interesting.

1.5. Like and as. Like is used with noun, pronoun or gerund (prep.). Ex: She runs like a greyhound.
As is used with a finite verb (conj.). Ex: Why don’t you go for a walk as we do?


Before comparatives you can use:


much    a lot   far (= a lot)   a bit   a little   slightly (= a little)

It’s much cheaper

It’s a lot more expensive


Could you speak a bit (a little) more slowly?


This bag is slightly heavier.


His illness was far more serious than we thought.


Any/no + comparatives.


Do you feel any better today?


This hotel is better and it’s no more expensive.


I’m not waiting any longer.


Harder and harder/ more and more/ more and more modern/ etc.

It’s becoming more and more difficult to find a job.


The ... the better.


What time shall we leave? -- The sooner the better.


The less luggage you have to carry the better.


The ... the ... .

The warmer the weather, the better I feel.


The sooner we leave, the sooner we will arrive.


We use twice as ... as, three times as ... as.

Petrol is twice as expensive as it was a few years ago.


The same as: Ann’s salary is  the same as mine.


We use in after superlatives with places (buildings, towns), organizations and groups of people.


What’s the longest river in the world?


Who is the best student in class?

but we use of for a period of time:


What was the happiest day of your life?


We also use adverbs before adjectives, adverbs or past participles.


Reasonably cheap, terribly sorry, incredibly quickly.


The meeting was very badly organised.


The comparatives forms: less, more, better, worse and superlatives forms: least, most, best, worst can be used as adverbs of degree (after the main verb and its object).


Nowadays  I read more
I like this colour the most.

And we can use a lot, a bit, much, very much, so much,  before more, less, better, worse.


Flying costs a lot more.


Most, least, best, worst can be used with past participle adjectives.


Her age was her best kept.


He’s their worst paid employee
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