
PAST TENSES
Past simple

We use the past simple tense when we want to refer to an action or event which is finished and:
a) took place at a specific time and place in the past.
	Judy went to Spain in 1989.

b) took place over a specific period in the past.
	She lived in Spain between 1989 and 1994.

c) was habitual during a specific period in the past.
	When Judy lived in Spain, she ate dinner at about 10 p.m.

NOTE: A past time reference must either be given or understood from the context.

 Past continuous
We use the past continuous to indicate:

a) a continuous event in the past (which may or may not be unfinished).
	Richard was working for his uncle when I knew him.

b)a temporary event in the past which was in progress before another event took place.
	I'll always remember what I was doing when I heard about John Lennon's death.

c) an event which started before another event in the past and continued.
	When Neil and Cathy eventually turned up, all the other guests were already eating 		their dessert.

d) simultaneous, continuous actions in the past.
	While I was trying to phone her, she was trying to phone me! 

e) repeated actions occurring over a period of time in the past.
	Before I got my own flat, I was always arguing with my parents.


Past perfect
We use the past perfect to indicate a past event or situation which occurred before another past event or situation.
	I'd been awake for quite a while before the alarm rang.
	Although I arrived on time, Mike had already left.

NOTE: A time conjunction sometimes replaces the past perfect to show which of the two past events occurred first. In this case both events can be in the past simple tense.
	Alex phoned me before he left.


 Past perfect continuous
We use the continuous form when we want to emphasize the continuity and duration of this event.
	Brian had been trying to get a job for over a year before he was offered his present 		one.

 Present perfect
We use the present perfect tense when we want to talk about:
a) an event which started in the past, continues in the present and may continue into the future.
	My parents have been married for over twenty years. 
b) A recent event in the past which has relevance to the present.
	Your taxi has arrived.

c) an event which happened in the past without saying when it happened (because we do not consider this is important).
	Have you seen Jill?
	I've read Hamlet but I've never seen it performed. 

d) an event which happened in the past but in unfinished time (with expressions like today, this month, this year, etc).
	I didn't see Tim last week but I've been out with him twice already this week.

Present perfect continuous
We use the continuous form:

a) to emphasize the continuity and duration of the event.
	The Smiths have been living in the same house ever since they got married.

The following verbs can be in the present perfect or the present perfect continuous tense with no real change of meaning, although the continuous form is often preferred: live, wait, drive, smoke, work, stay, study, rain.
	I've driven since I was eighteen.
	I've been driving since I was eighteen.

b) to indicate that a continuous activity in the recent past is responsible for a present situation. This activity may or may not be unfinished.
	I'm not crying; I've been peeling onions.




