9
P’ . . : -
"'\‘./Pl. . - > , ‘gl
[ Y- 145 . e o
$atss e Y N > ;. -
> R 8 N N -
Ry S A v . 'A e e L
t Ak S o.‘!_
o VAN A
PR
- A

Ay i
.: "‘o‘ X
}'f‘:‘,' g«" %’{,K,\

eususu Pnonuuamoﬂ . DIPT

\
z;p

In English, there are two groups of vocalic sounds: the slnglo W ' ds, whic
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document, and the dlphthong vowel sounds, which we are gotng té see h
diphthongs are a cambination o two vowel sounds that go together e
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These are the diphthong vowel sounds in English:

/ax/ time knife right eye
-
/av/ ground cow house mouse
- 2
Je1/ lake Spain play late
[ea/ bear share air wear
e . —
J13/ idea theatre dear career
A
/] boy toy choice voice noise
L
[ua/ tour endure sewer sure puritan cure
“ oY s 8 oA
[au/ clothes home road old go stone

What rules or patterns do they follow? Or in other words, how do we know that a written word is
pronounced with these diphthongs? Let’s summarize the most common spellings:

(Remember to use the dictionary www.wordreference.com as a help to this document, and remember to
check the YouTube video on diphthongs every time you have problems with a sound in particular).

1. /a1/ In words such as eye, right, time. It’s pronounced as the Spanish “ai”. Common spellings:
- Some words containing ‘i’: hi, identity, child, behind, bicycle.

- Most words containing ‘i’ + consonant + ‘e’: ice, arrive, side, smile.

- Most words written with ‘ie’: die, lie, pie.

- Words with the letter ‘y’: cry, why, apply, psychology.

- Words with ‘ig / igh’: sign, high, bright, resign.

- Others: buy, guy, eye.

Practice 1. In which of the following words are the underlined letters pronounced /a1/?

live (adj) - live (v).b[tr\bjterg-ibgzs)p@rcmg Qescnbb (gldebums S _qnature wing - W@gmphy

| L \ Y Bems )/ / >
: . T . A - A, - L : . Ty, —
- hidden - river bgble-)):cycle (isle {item -ignorant - children - analyse private ; thigh - achieve (hgre- \grus \
3 J ) 3 - Ve :

2. /au/ In words such as ground, mouth, cow. It's pronounced as the Spanish “au”. Common spellings:
- Most words with the letters ‘ou’;: about, mouse, mountain.
- Most words with ‘ow’: now, towel, clown.
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Most words containing ‘a’ + conaoﬁlm + U' ba ook £ 505

- Common in words containing ‘a’ + 2 consonants + ‘l’ stf!ﬁﬂ! ot '

- Some words with ‘a’ followed by one consonant, but verv L
information, nature, creative.

- Common in words with ‘ai / ay’: lay, explain, always, wait.

- In some words with ‘ei / ey’: eight, neighbour, grey, survey.

- In some words with ‘ea’: break, great, steak.

Practice 3. In which of the following words are the underlined letters pronounced /ex/?

seat @ h__ght ankle - stay)- - e:acted )@@kg@ 1breakat —w
= 3‘7 e | .
g ~~
handle - application @' @@ - rapper @ : n@ - ladder @y - gntisocial - air
X P - vl o= € CA

4. Je€3/ \nwords like bear, hair, share, there. It's pronounced as the Spanish “ea”, but with a very closed
‘a’ sound. Common spellings:

-  Common with ‘are’: care, aware, prepared.

- Common with ‘air / aer’: air, unfair, millionaire, aeroplane.

- Some words with ‘ear’: pear, swear.

- Some words with ‘ar’: area, various, Mary.

- Others: there, where, scarce, prayer.

Practice 4. In which of the following words are the underlined letters pronounced /ea/?

are( dare) hear hg_r_q- ear f__?g.v -@airyXaerobics*beard - fair feor Seare” @relp degr
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5. /13/ In words like idea, weird, career. It’s pronounced as the Spanish “ie”, but with a very closed ‘e’
sound. It appears in:

- Some words with ‘ea’: clear, appear, fear, beard.
- Some words with ‘ee’: beer, career, volunteer.

- Some words with ‘ere’: here, atmosphere.

- In a few cases, ‘e’: experience, material, serious.
- Some words with ‘ie’: cashier, piercing, frontier.
- Others: weird.

Practice 5. In which of the following words are the underlined letters pronctunced [13/?

C’_ “flerc EDW ‘deer seem steel I bear d/year engineer

i

6. /31/n words like boy, choice, point. It's pronounced as the Spanish “oi”. It appears in:
- Words with ‘oi’: noise, oil, poison.

- Words with ‘oy’: destroy, employ, royal, voyage.

- Exceptions! going, coincide, heroic (they spell like /av1/), doing, booing.
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7. J69)/ In words like tour, sure, cure. It’s pronounced as the

sound. &e
- Common in words that have a written ‘ur’ followed by a vowel py_g, fmr
- Exceptions: poor (in the UK), jewelry (in the US).
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Practice 7. In which of the following words are the underlined letters pronounced /ua/?

turn @Turkrsh(UK@@ burnmg ):;U”V CUrve -

v‘\'..

Ilke an ‘e’
- Common in words with ‘0’ + consonant + ‘e’: stone, code, home.
- In some words, with ‘0’ alone: almost, both, social.
- Many times, final ‘0’: no, go.
- Common with ‘ol’: control, old, colt.
- Common with ‘0a’: load, coast, goal.
- Common with ‘oe’: goes, potatoes.
-  Common with ‘ow’: owe, tomorrow, low.
- In some words with ‘ou’: although, shoulder, soul.

Practice 8. In which of the following words are the underlined letters pronounced /au/?

love - potter @) polrtrcra@@? mountain - po_u_gerless

A AT =

thou ht - enough - hardcore cow ‘oak)voka mock throu h

MORE PRACTICE

1. Ineach line there are three words that have these diphthong sounds. Which ones?

/e1/ hg_'fht <Steak - Ieak frlend @ble ~lake
/a1/ sard @@ fake ng_nj)— says

/1/ quugg) oyster - oir - aninoyed = blc;gd - onal
/au/ thro\ugh <owe ~ hera— @ thought
/av/  now - hair - face - Iaw \ngymd)

/13/  there - seed bear —~Q_eg}§bg;ea— @Sr_ P

>\ {
/ea/ ‘there - beer - say —@y— shoulder ¢ caref careful’

GF) tourlsm tooth hum- ndure re — 200
[va/ | : ur - endure ~pur, -
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b) In which one of the following words do the underlined Ietters hm the unn sound‘ls ‘\ o \
AR ‘* Je
the word “over”: , brother, strong, only. e
AT A b B i

c) Write the word in which the underlined letters are pronounced /au/ the same as “ou” in

M%ther- cgltur lower.

A AT~

"""""

d) Write the word whose underlined letters are pronounced differently: prey — available*

. S c»”
weigh

- 4
e) Write the word whose underlined letters are pronounced differently: outfitted — thousands —

AT
TR

f) Which one of these words contains the sound /a1/ as in “my”: remg_ins@aw‘%z m&qchine?
. .

g) In which word is the underlined letter (“a”) pronounced differ ent‘llz @6 nature, danger?

P meay
h) In which word is the vowel sound pronounced diﬁerentl@nild, wild, blind?
" WY - N o



