SANITATION AND SAFETY ON THE BEAUTY SALON
Maintaining sanitation and safety in a beauty salon is paramount for protecting both clients and staff from infections, chemical exposure, and physical injuries. 
Hygiene and sanitation in salons are paramount for several reasons: 
Firstly, they are crucial for client safety. Proper sanitation practices prevent the spread of infections and diseases, ensuring a safe environment for all clients. 
Secondly, high standards of cleanliness reflect a salon’s professionalism and commitment to client care, which enhances its reputation and attracts more clients. Or, conversely, failure to do so may result in a loss of customers, as the first thing most customers notice when entering a salon is how clean it looks. 
Thirdly, adhering to sanitation regulations is mandatory. Non-compliance can result in fines, legal issues, and even a forced closure. Lastly, clients are more likely to return to a salon where they feel safe and cared for, which directly impacts business success.
1. Sanitation & Hygiene Protocols
Hygiene is a multi-step process that ranges from basic cleaning to full sterilization. 
· Three Levels of Cleanliness:
· Cleaning/Sanitizing: Removing visible debris and reducing bacteria to safe levels using soap and water.
· Disinfection: Killing most bacteria and viruses on non-porous tools (e.g., combs, shears) using EPA-registered, hospital-grade disinfectants like Barbicide.
· Sterilization: The highest level of decontamination, required for metal tools that may break the skin (e.g., tweezers, nail clippers). This typically involves a Steam Autoclave or dry heat.
· Single-Use Items: Products like nail buffers, wax strips, and cotton pads must be discarded after a single use to prevent cross-contamination.
· Linens & Towels: Use fresh, sterile towels for every client. Wash used linens in hot water (at least 60°C) with disinfectant detergent and store them in closed containers. 
2. Safety Practices for Staff & Clients
· Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Staff should wear Nitrile or Vinyl Gloves during chemical services (color, perms) and treatments involving skin contact. Aprons and masks help prevent chemical inhalation or skin irritation.
· Chemical Management:
· Store all hazardous substances (dyes, bleaches, formaldehyde-based treatments) according to their Safety Data Sheets (SDS).
· Ensure proper ventilation via HVAC systems or Extractor Hoods to disperse harmful vapors.
· Workplace Hazards:
· Slips and Falls: Immediately sweep up hair clippings and mop spills (products or water) to prevent accidents.
· Electrical Safety: Inspect cords for fraying and avoid overloading outlets. Keep electrical tools away from water sources like shampoo bowls.
· Sharp Objects: Dispose of used razors or needles in designated Sharps Containers. 
3. Professional Standards & Compliance
· Hand Hygiene: Wash hands for at least 20 seconds before and after every client interaction, regardless of glove use.
· Documentation: Maintain a cleaning log and keep all professional licenses and health inspection certificates clearly displayed.
· First Aid: Keep a fully stocked, HSE-Compliant First Aid Kit and a blood spill kit accessible in the work area. 


1. Find words in the text with the same meaning:
a. Very important:
b. Wounds:
c. Propagation:
d. Illnesses:
e. Making sure:
f. Improves:
g. Compulsory:
h. Thrown away:
i. Keep:
j. Dangerous:
k. Without considering:

2. Read the text and answer these questions on your own words:
1. Which level of cleanliness is specifically defined as reducing bacteria to safe levels by removing visible debris with soap and water?

2. A stylist is preparing to use metal tweezers that may break a client's skin. According to salon protocols, what decontamination method is required?

3. To ensure salon linens are properly sanitized, what is the minimum temperature required for the water during the wash cycle?

4. Which of the following items must be discarded immediately after use on a single client to prevent cross-contamination?

5. When performing chemical services such as perms or coloring, which type of gloves should staff wear to ensure safety?

6. Where should a staff member look to find specific storage instructions and safety information for a new hair bleach product?

7. What is the correct procedure for disposing of used razors to ensure workplace safety?

8. What is the minimum recommended time staff should wash their hands before and after client interactions?

9. According to the salon guidelines, why is the first impression of cleanliness so vital for business success?

10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Which one is an essential safety measure when using electrical tools like blow dryers near shampoo bowls?
