
SILENT CONSONANTS:SILENT CONSONANTS:

There are a number of silent consonants which do not represent any sound at all:

<b><b>: in -mb and -bt, e.g. bomb(er) /'bɒm(ə)/, comb /ˈkəʊm/, plumb(er) /ˈplʌm(ə)/, thumb /'θʌm/, tomb
/ˈtuːm/, womb /ˈwuːm/, climb(er) /ˈklaɪm(ə)/; debt(or) /ˈdet(ə)/, doubt /'daʊt/, subtle /'sʌtəl/. 

<c><c>: in corpuscle /ˈkɔːpʌsəl/, muscle /'mʌsəl/; Connecticut /kəˈnetɪkət/, indict /ɪnˈdaɪt/, victual(s) /ˈvɪtəlz/.
Note <ch> in schism /ˈsɪzəm/, yacht /ˈjɒt/.

<g><g>:  in -gm, -gn and gn-,  e.g. diaphragm /ˈdaɪəfræm/, plegm /ˈflem/; assign /əˈsaɪn/, campaign /kæm
ˈpeɪn/, cologne /kəˈləʊn/, foreign /ˈfɒrən/, reign /rein/, sovereign /ˈsɒvrɪn/; gnash /næʃ/, gnat /næt/, gnaw
/nɔː/.

<h><h> in heir /eə/, honest /ˈɒnɪst/, honour /ˈɒnə/, hour /ˈaʊə/; in <rh>, e.g. rhetoric /ˈretərɪk/, rheumatism /
ˈruːmətɪzəm/,  rhubarb /ˈruːbɑːrb/,  rhythm /ˈrɪðəm/, diarrhoea /ˌdaɪəˈriːə/; also in annihilate /əˈnaɪɪleɪt/,
bonhomie  /ˈbɒnəmi/,  vehement  /ˈviːəmənt/,  vehicle  /ˈviːɪkəl/;  in  proper  names  in  -ham,  e.g.  Durham
/ˈdʌrəm/, Fulham /ˈfʊləm/, Graham /ˈɡreɪəm/.

<k><k> in kn-, e.g. knee /ˈniː/, know /ˈnəʊ/, knot /ˈnɒt/, knit /ˈnɪt/. Note <ck> in blackguard /ˈblæɡɑːd/.

<l><l> in -lk and -lm, e.g. chalk /ˈtʃɔːk/, folk /ˈfəʊk/, stalk /ˈstɔːk/, talk /ˈtɔːk/, yolk /ˈjəʊk/; almond /ˈɑːmənd/,
calm /ˈkɑːm/, Holmes /həʊmz/, Malcolm /ˈmælkəm/, palm /ˈpɑːm/, salmon /ˈsæmən/; also in calf /ˈkɑːf/,
half /ˈhɑːf/; and in could /ˈkʊd/, should /ˈʃʊd/, would /ˈwʊd/.

<n><n> in -mn, e.g. autumn /ˈɔːtəm/, column /ˈkɒləm/, condemn /kənˈdem/, damn /ˈdæm/, hymn /ˈhɪm/,
solemn /ˈsɒləm/.

<p><p> in coup /ˈkuː/, cupboard /ˈkʌbəd/, raspberry /ˈrɑːzbəri/, receipt /rɪˈsiːt/. Note <ps> in corps /ˈkɔː/.

<s><s> in aisle /ˈaɪl/, apropos /ˌæprəˈpəʊ/, chassis /ˈʃæsi/, debris /deɪbriː/, demesne /dɪˈmeɪn/, Illinois /ˌɪlɪ
ˈnɔɪ/, island /ˈaɪlənd/, isle /ˈaɪl/, Louis /ˈluːɪ/, viscount /ˈvaɪkaʊnt/, Arkansas /ər′kənsɔː/.

<t><t> in  stle,  -sten,  e.g.  apostle /əˈpɒsəl/,  castle /ˈkɑːsəl/,  hustle /ˈhʌsəl/,  mistletoe  /ˈmɪsəltəʊ/,  nestle
/ˈnesəl/,  thistle /ˈθɪsəl/;  chasten /ˈtʃeɪsən/,  christen /ˈkrɪsən/,  fasten /ˈfɑːsən/,  glisten/ˈglɪsən/,  hasten
/ˈheɪsən/,  listen /ˈlɪsən/,  moisten /ˈmɔɪsən/;  also  in  French  loanwords  e.g.  baccarat /ˈbækəˌrɑː/,  beret
/ˈbereɪ/,  ballet /ˈbæleɪ/,  cabaret /ˈkæbəreɪ/,  debut /ˈdeɪbjuː/,  rapport /ræˈpɔː/;  note  also  mortgage
/ˈmɔːgɪdʒ/, often /ˈɒfən/, and <th> in asthma /ˈæsmə/.

<w><w> in  wr-,  wh-,  e.g.  wrap /ˈræp/,  wreck /ˈrek/,  wring /ˈrɪŋ/,  wrist  /ˈrɪst/,  wrong /ˈrɒŋ/;  who /ˈhuː/,
whole /ˈhəʊl/, whom /ˈhuːm/, whore /ˈhɔːr/, whose /ˈhuːz/; in proper names in -wick, -wich, e.g. Berwick /
ˈberɪk/,  Keswick /ˈkezɪk/,  Warwick /ˈwɒrɪk/;  Greenwich /ˈɡrɪnɪdʒ/,  Norwich /ˈnɒrɪdʒ/  (except  Ipswich
/ˈɪpswɪtʃ/); also in answer /ˈɑːnsə/, sword /ˈsɔːrd/.


