SILENT CONSONANTS:

There are a number of silent consonants which do not represent any sound at all:

<b>: in -mb and -bt, e.g. bomb(er) /'bom(3)/, comb /'kavm/, plumb(er) /'plam(3)/, thumb /'6am/, tomb
/'tuzm/, womb /'wu:m/, climb(er) /'klaim(a)/; debt(or) /'det(a)/, doubt /'dawt/, subtle /'satal/.

<c>: in corpuscle /'ka:pas®l/, muscle /'masal/; Connecticut /ka'netikat/, indict /in'dait/, victual(s) /'vit®lz/.
Note <ch> in schism /'sizam/, yacht /'jot/.

<g>: in -gm, -gn and gn-, e.g. diaphragm /'daiafreem/, plegm /'flem/; assign /a'sain/, campaign /keem
'pein/, cologne /ka'lavn/, foreign /'foran/, reign /rein/, sovereign /'sovrin/; gnash /naf/, gnat /naet/, gnaw
/na:/.

<h> in heir /ea/, honest /'pnist/, honour /'pna/, hour /'ava/; in <rh>, e.g. rhetoric /'retarik/, rheumatism /
‘ruzmatizam/, rhubarb /'ru:ba:'b/, rhythm /'ndam/, diarrhoea / daia'ri:a/; also in annihilate /a'nauleit/,
bonhomie /'bbnami/, vehement /'vi:amant/, vehicle /'vi:ik®l/; in proper names in -ham, e.g. Durham
/'daram/, Fulham /'folam/, Graham /'greiam/.

<k>in kn-, e.g. knee /'ni:/, know /'naw/, knot /'not/, knit /'nit/. Note <ck> in blackguard /'bleega:d/.

<[> in -lk and -Im, e.g. chalk /'t[o:k/, folk /'favk/, stalk /'sta:k/, talk /'ta:k/, yolk /'javk/; almond /'a:mand/,
calm /'ka:m/, Holmes /haovmz/, Malcolm /'maelkam/, palm /'pa:m/, salmon /'seeman/; also in calf /'ka:f/,
half /'ha:f/; and in could /'kod/, should /'[od/, would /'wwd/.

<n> in -mn, e.g. autumn /'a2:tam/, column /'kolam/, condemn /kan'dem/, damn /'deem/, hymn /'him/,
solemn /'spblam/.

<p>in coup /'ku:/, cupboard /'kabad/, raspberry /'ra:zbari/, receipt /ri'si:t/. Note <ps>in corps /'ka:/.

<s$> in aisle /'aill/, apropos / aepra'pav/, chassis /'[esi/, debris /deibri:/, demesne /di'mein/, Illinois / il
'nai/, island /'ailland/, isle /'ail/, Louis /'lu:1/, viscount /'vaikaovnt/, Arkansas /ar'kansa:/.

<t> in stle, -sten, e.g. apostle /a'pos®l/, castle /'ka:s®l/, hustle /'has®l/, mistletoe /'mis®ltas/, nestle
/'nes®l/, thistle /'8is®l/; chasten /'tfeis®n/, christen /'kris®n/, fasten /'fa:s®n/, glisten/'glis®n/, hasten

/'heis®n/, listen /'is®n/, moisten /'mais®n/; also in French loanwords e.g. baccarat /'baeks ra:/, beret
/'berei/, ballet /'baelel/, cabaret /'keebarel/, debut /'deibju:/, rapport /rae'pa:/; note also mortgage

/'ma:gid3/, often /'0f°n/, and <th> in asthma /'aesma/.

<w> in wr-, wh-, e.g. wrap /'rep/, wreck /'rek/, wring /'rin/, wrist /'rist/, wrong /'ron/; who /'hu:/,

whole /'hauvl/, whom /'hu:m/, whore /'ha:"/, whose /'hu:z/; in proper names in -wick, -wich, e.g. Berwick /
‘berik/, Keswick /'kezik/, Warwick /'worik/; Greenwich /'grinid3/, Norwich /'norid3z/ (except Ipswich

/'1pswitf/); also in answer /'a:nsa/, sword /'s2:"d/.



