Pronunciation Bank 16

Diphthongs and rhyming words

A diphthong is a combination of two vowel sounds
pronounced together, for example, /e1/ as in play /ple1/
and /au/ as in cold /kavld/.

The first vowel sound is always longer than the second.
There are eight diphthongs in English, but one of them
is hardly ever used. Many native speakers use /a:/ instead
of /ua/. For example, poor is usually pronounced /pa:/
instead of /pua/.

1 @ 60 Study the sound symbols. Listen and write
the example word for each diphthong. Then listen
again and repeat.

1 /ev/ 5 Jeal
2 /ar/ 6 /ua/
3 o/ .. 7 /au/
4 15/ 8 /au/

2 Read words 1-7 aloud and write the correct
diphthong for each word. Then match words 1-7 to a
rhyming word a-g.

1 /..../ crowd a grey
2 /.../phone b hair
3 /..ty ¢ here
4 /../day d high
5 /..../noise e loud
6 /.../wear f shown
7 /.../year g toys

3 @61 Listen and check your answers to exercise 2.
Then listen again and repeat.

4 Q) 62 Complete the sentences with a rhyming pair
of words in exercise 2. Then listen and check.

1 Thechildhadsome ... thatmade
alotof

2 ltwasacloudy ..o, and the sky
WS o

3 My grandparents have ... that
they hate theirnew ...

4 The boyswantedtO ... TO JUMP
VEIY

5 Therewasabig ..., s0Otheparty
WS o

6 lt'sbeena..... . SINCE WE MoOVeEd

7 MNMdomy .. @nd find something
NICE TO oo
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