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Sustainable 
Development

Improving our quality of life 
without damaging the quality of 

life of future generations



Every day about 
60,000 tonnes of 
rubbish are 
thrown away in 
Spain = 

the weight of 20,000 African elephants!
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Water 
Pollution
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Battersea Power Station
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Smog over Los Angeles, California
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A dead forest, Czech Republic
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Population Growth

• What is the current 
world population?

• What was the world’s
  population in 1950?

7.2 billion

2.5 billion
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Resources
   Since 1950 the 
richest 1/5 of the 
population  has 

doubled its 
consumption of 

energy, meat, 
timber, steel and 

copper per person.
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Deforestation:
The clearing of trees, 
transforming a forest into 
cleared land
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Over half the world’s plant and animal species 
live in rainforests.
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¼ of 
medicines’ 
ingredients 
were first 
found in 

rainforest 
plants.
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Brazil
70% of the deforested area is cattle pasture.
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Palm Oil Plantation
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Oranguta
n



causes more carbon emissions 
than all the cars, planes and 

trains in the world!

Deforestatio
n
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‘The Mark of Responsible Forestry’



UN-REDD

‘Reducing emissions from deforestation and 
degradation’

www.un-redd.org



30 - 40 
litres

6 – 10 litres
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Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, 2005
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Hurricane Katrina, 2005



Cyclone Pam, Vanuatu, March 2015
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Somerset Levels, November 2012 Chaos on the A361
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This polar bear managed to get on one of the 
last ice floes floating in the Arctic Sea
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Carbon Dioxide
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Fossil 
Fuels
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Coal

Petrol & Diesel
 (Oil)
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Click here for greenhouse effect 
video
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Arctic sea ice 2012 
Average minimum Arctic sea ice 1979 to 2010 
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Climate Change
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Wind power

1 wind turbine = 
electricity for 
1,000 homes.
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Solar power
Photovoltaic 
Cells



Concentrated solar 
power
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Hydro-electric dam

70% of the Earth’s surface 
is covered in water 


