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om. [f
here -1I'you dop’
where you standr’ nt, |

1d been — and

think that lam mad? I could
because of the disease. My hearing, more

¢. 1 could hear 111 things, things
eard many things 1N
nd calmly

[t is true that1h

xocﬁmmzx
rly —not less,
was excellen

gs in heaven. [h
d? See how clearly a

clea
‘han anything,
., this world and thin

hell, t00. SO how can 1 be ma

[ can tell my story.
[ cannot explain how

But once I had thought of t
had no reason to doit. lwas not angry.
He had never hurt me in any way: [ didn’t want his gold. |
think it was his eye! Yes! He had a pale, blue €ye; the eye
of a vulture. Whenever | looked atit, my blood became cold;

and so, very slowly, 1 decided to kill the old man and escape

from the eye for ever.
You are thinking, I know, that I am mad. But madmen

how cleverly 1 prepared my plan!

Every day that week Iwasso kind to the old man’ Andevery
night of that week, at about midnight, 1 opened his door
very, very quietly. First [ put my dark lantern through the

opening of the door. The lantern was closed, and so no light

came out of it, none at all. Then slowly, very slowly, [ put
long minutes just

my head inside the opening. I took sixty
e Would a madman have worked so

“side the room, lopened
to the vulture

he idea first came 1nto M
he idea, I could not forget it. 1

are not clever. And see

to put my head insid
carefully? And whenmy head was1

the lantern carefully and a thin ray of light fell on
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I could noy do the
work
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The Tell-Tale Heart 51

e room, I tried to open the lantern

When my head wasinth
e 2 noise. Immediately, the

mbslippedand] mad
bed and shouted, ‘Who’s there?’

For an hour I just stood there, without
his bed, listening. Then he made a
ecognized. It was the noise of

f death. I knew the sound because [ had

man sat up in
[ said nothing.

noving, and he sat in

terror, the terror o
made it myself, many rimes, in the dee
11l the world was asleep. 1 felt sorry tor the old man, but 1

laughed silently. [ knew that he had been awake since the
irst noise, and his fear had grown and grown. De
entered his room, and now the shadow of death lay all around
him. He could neither see me not hear me, but he could feel

my head inside his room.
[ opened the lantern a little and a

his eye. It was open, and as I looked at 1t
[ could see it clearly, a horrible, pale blue eye that turned

my blood cold. 1 could see nothing of theman’s face or body,

thin ray of light fell on

just his eye.

And then 1 hearda
was excellent? I kne
old man’s heart. It gre

sound. Hadn’t] told you thatmy hearing
w the sound. It was the beating of the

w louderand quicker. Yes,

louder with every minute. The old man’s terror must have
been very great. And now a new terror came {O me — a
neighbour might hear the noise of this beating heart! The
old man’s time had come!
| opened the lantern fully and ran into the room. He
shouted once ~ but only once because [ pulled him to the
floorand pulled the heavy bed over him. For many minutes
the heart continued to beat, but then it stopped. The old

.
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e head and the arms and the

‘ eces. 1 cut off th

»
.

WY L e R ARy S
I XA k {y *«3‘:, [ cut it 1010 P den fl
L 51.5\“ | R Sy SRERU RO : ngS [ then [OOk up three boards from the woodacn 00T,
5 eath. Finally,1 replaced the wooden

ith great care. Now no human eye —not evenl his
ything wrong. There was nothing to s€€ =

ot even any blood. A bowl had caught it all - ha! ha!
When I finished, 1t was tour o’clock and it was still dark.

< 2 knock at the front door. Calmly, becausel knew

There wa
[ had nothing to fear, [ opened the door. Three policemen

came in. They had come because a neighbour had reported

| 1 loud shout coming from the house.
1 welcomed the policemen and asked them to come in. |

explained that it was [ who had shouted, in a dream. The
old man, I said, wasaway in the country. I took them round
the house and asked them to <earch it well. ThenItook them
to the old man’s room and showed them all his things. I
brought chairs into the room and invited them to sit down
and rest a while. Calmly, I put my own chair on the place
where I had hidden his body.

The policemen seemed happy. They could see from the
way I spoke that all was well. They continued talking, but
[began to get tired. My head ached, and there wasa ringing
noise in my ears. | wanted the men to go away, but they
continued to talk. The ringing became louder and clearer.

And then I realized that the noise was not in my €ars.

T

....
J A
.’\:‘...:

Cye
Y€ would not troyp . in him b | -
Perhaps v e me again atall, Now |, ecame very pale, and started talking more loudly. But
You are stj]] thinking tha ! - the noise became louder too. What could1do? It wasalow,
tlam m soft sound, like the sound made by a watch when itis covered

1 cotton. 1 spoke more loudly. The noise became louder
t0o. Why, oh why, didn’t the men go away? | walked up

y —N
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" GLOSSARY

people

what you say to help
nd whisky that can make

d in drinks like beer a

advice
Jlcohol liqui
people drunk
; anger the feeling when
ixe a tool for cutting trees a
i basket a kind of strong bag
believe to think that something 1s truc
board (n) a long thin flat piece of wood
brick a small hard block which 1s used for build
le a round stick of wax which gives light when 1
ground under a house

body

you are angry
nd wood

or right

{ ing walls
! cand t burns
| cellar a room in the

chest the front part of the top of the
d of a bell ina clock

ose coat without sleeves

h a dead person 1s put
here something 15 broken; (v) tO break

chime the soun
cloak (n) a widelo
coffin the box in whic
crack (n) athin hole w
open
cruel not kind; bringing pal
double the stakes 11 gambling,

n or trouble to someone

to play for twice the amount of

]

money
dragon a big dangerous animal with fire in its mouth, which
lives only in stories

bad, very wrong

evil very
aying games of chance

gambling pl

money
4 ‘door’ Inaw

(e.g. cards, roulette) for

11l outside

‘St()p" |

" ) Sh() ¢

it! Y, . uted. StOp pre : gate

+ Yes, I did ie! P tending th |

it is the b + Pull up the floorh At you cannot | gloom 2 feeling of deep sadness and hopelessness ,.

C | : rbo 1€; : | . _ 2

cating of his horrible I ards here! here h o hang (O kill someone by holding him above the gr(mnd with a 5
cart!’ » iCre! — rope around his neck o

»
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i
heaven the home of God, where many people belieye they will

g0 when tlu‘)' die

uge  very big
Imagination making pictures In your mind
Imagine to have 4

lantern , light in
mad

mask a cover that is

masked ba]] ,

picture of something in your mind

a closed glass box
with a sick mind

Put over the face to hide it
DIg party for dancing, where

all the people wear

masks

Masque an old kind of play in the theatre with music and
dancing

mind (1) the part of you that thinks, fe

els and remembers
afraid, worried

showing the ine or shape of some
to make a pictyure using diffe

with litt]e colour in the face
passage

thing

rent colours and

paint (p)

a brush
pale

4 arrow way ip

plaster something soft .

which hardens tO ma

ke the wal] fi
pleasure

a strong feeling of enjoym
to push somethin
ray a thin line of light

at and strajgh

cnt
plunge

g 1n hard and suddenly

rope very thick Strong string

>frvant  somebody whe works in another Person’s hoyse
sleeve  the part of 3 shirt, coat, etc, that covers the arm
slip (v)

0 move suddenly by
socket (eye socket)

sword

accident, ;
[hc hnlt In lhc hc

ad where the Cye |s
a very long \h.n'p knife

, used for fighting

el the place where bad people go when they dje
10rrible making you very frightened g
10rror  a feeling of great fear or diglike

Glossary

| L ’ [ & ll l( (, (, ( »»
[La ~ (

error very gre ) quickly
[ move your arf
to

at fear o send something throug

throw
the air -
.r the
qult a room under t
v

- le colour
' bluish-purp Sty
violet (adj) a that eats dead animals

P-

vulture a large bird

wcak not strong

( ) v

en or
: . sn];l” grec
i holic drink made from grapes |

: an alcoholic

wine an

purple fruit)
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ACTIVITIES

mwm\‘O»‘m NNQQQN.SW

Read the back cover and the introduct;
the book. Are these sente

I These stories are

2 These stories are 3
mind.

)

Here are the titles of the five
below belongs

stories. Which e

to each story? Cap you guess?

4 game of cards

The Fall of the House of Usher o~
The Black Cat

The Masque of the Red Death i
William Wilson
The Tell-Tale

Heart

N g
ot >
Y "
. v, 3
) Sl o n T
(e =

_
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ACTIVITIES

While Reading

the best
Fall of the House of Usher. Choose
Read The Fa

” H
D:

Who | Where | What | Why

p
ite he narrator:
. her write to t
did Woao:nr Us | ) i

B vnno:::m weaker and thinner anM u y

.. was be e .
o did Hr@ put the rma< meo_o_:o S CO ik P
i did th arrator walk mao::m the room d
4 = duaithe n 24

s
. had heard:
m . sounds that he ha

did Usher realize from the so s
m..._ m , Ts\s.ggamnc .
. ono:m.
Hm_&mﬁrmao
.\....mﬁoomoc
w

>
happened to the House of Usher:

| I Q L

- H —- ( & ~
u ~mr —H L 8 4 -

| » wall.
together behind the wa

_q
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ACTIVITIES: While Reading

Read The Masque of the Red Death. T

hen answer these
questions.

10 was not afraid of the Red Death?
10 did Prince Prospero invite to his ¢

1y could nobody enter of escape from the castle?
:

1at were the colours of the seven rooms in
1at was against the wall in the

astle?

the castle?

=<

~N
b
=
g
X
H
=
X
v
~t
-~ g
o

8 How did the Prince feel when he saw the stranger?
9 Why didn’t anyone want to touch the stranger?
10" What happened when the stranger turned and looked at
the Prince?
11

1 The narrator had to leave
.

2 Butin every city that he vj
3 When he had

Oxford for Europe
sited

evil plans, |
4 At first the narr

ator obeyed Wilson’s orders, , .
5 This made him feel brave and strong , .
6 At last, at

4 party in Rome, the n

arr
/" But when he looked

ator took his sword , |
at his cnemy’s face, | |

N ad e o .

5
!
'

. 61
sctiviTies: While Reading

¢ the other Wilson stopped them.

-ards.
cheat at car
eryone knew that he was a
ev
9 because

as his own.
t it was the same ——
o mm_“z n”mcm_: that he could break away from hi
11 and he tho . >
17 the other William Wilson appear

| her man.
3 and killed the ot . i
”A M:H then he began drinking heavily

H. :nom'

_ ’

D“

gold.

.« head inside the
: is head ins
h tor took thirty minutes to put h
4 The narrato
o oR he narrator in his room.
he old man could see and hear the n: a i
AT he old man’s eye.
‘ he saw the
e |d man.
6 The narrator fe . g
gy tor pulled a heavy table on top :
/ The narra | by gt
’s dead body behinc ;
: . man’s deac paahe
8 He hid the old e
§ n came to the house because
9 The policemen c:
seen a strange man there. s i
» police tha
-ator told the po
10 The narrator
. ce 1n the
Jespite’ ke more loudly, the noise 1n t
™~ - » £ —
» narrator spoke
11 When the n:

» : » v-i.
room became quiete
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Imagine that the n

[ of the House of Usher
wrote to his wife during his visit. Use the linking words below
to complete his letter.

as pleased to see
me, he has changed so much since our last meeting. He
has a strange disease, makes him very thin, pale and
nervous.

| arrived, we h
L try to help him,

Ve spent a lot of time together.
his sadness is too deep,

sometimes | am frightened by his fantastjc ideas.

Two days ago Usher’s sister Madeleine died,
stay here a litt]e longer. [ hate this hoyse
nd,

he feels stronger, I will leave thic terrible place
With love, Nathaniel

I must

of gloom and

needs me very much.

madness, [ must help my frie

for ever.

The policemen who found the b
their visit to the house. P

parts where necess

ack cat wrote
ut these sente

ary, in order to ma

a report about
nces in order

, Joining the
ke their re

port,
I He knocked on one of the cell

2 the owner took us dow

-

3

ar walls with hjs stick, . |
n to the cellar.

and on top of her head there was a black Cat with one eye

~y

g ——

A —— S —

e

—

. 63
AcTIVITIES: After Reading

4 so we got ready to leave.

he 7th July we went to 51 Baker Street.
§ On the

> had heard.
s making the terrible sound that we
6 The cat wa

ind the wall.
d suddenly we heard a sound from behind t
el Dl
M M:o: we found the dead body of a ioz.Sm
o Vo g
9 After we had searched the rooms upsta

10 We found nothing unusual there . ..U._m <8
11 but then it became a loud and terri
1 bu

was.
13 We began to pull the wall down.

14 At first it was a soft cry, . . -

Red
: lasque of the
: n—umﬁ mu—.mﬂnm @—.Owﬁm_.O,..: HJ\MM W\Tmﬁammm. Ooaﬁ_mam
’ _Bmm“q:m ks to the stranger just s u like.)
Spca 4 :
N_MNM n,oswm_.mmmo:. (Use as many words a5

X
PRINCE: .

| am.
STRANGER: You know who

2 The gatcs ked gate.
PriNCE: How key to pass through a locked g
a KC) e

STRANGER: 1 do not need

-~ V‘ O—l ~ k&
at once: ¢ huit me.
PRINCE: - sword cannc
And your s

STRANGER: 1 will not leave.

5
PrincCE: But what

| -alled the
vht | am ca
[ have many names, but tonig
T ER: 1 N ¢
STRANGER:

Red Death.
‘—V—W—Zﬁ“—m” /x\—a% -

2

lie.
it is time for you to ¢




64 ACTIVITIES: After Reading

4 Who, or what, was the other William Wilson? W
answers do you think is the best explanation?

I

hich of thege

a real person — who happens to look Just like the n

arrator
a different part of the narr

N

ator’s own mind

somebody that the narrator Imagines, in a waking dream
the good side of the narrator’s char

acter
a kind of ghost

-

Here are four passages from Wilson’s diary. Complete them
with the words below (use each word once), and then say who
wrote each passage — the 'good’ or the ‘bad’ Wilson.

cards, caught, cheat, cheating, clever, destroy, enough, evil,

gambler, make, mine, pleasure, secret, should,

sleeve, stop,
stupid, thief, where, wife

1 Ino longer play cards. I am known to be 3
no better than a

money by

, which is
- Once, when I tried to win a lot of

, | was and told to leave Oxford at
an that [ tried to

once. But the m

was saved.

(g

At Oxford I was a clever and successful . It was an

, which I hid

— people, but
» and so had tg |e

3 Tonight the Duke Dj Broglio’s

MeE 1IN a2 room

€asy way to

money. | used special

- Lonly played with
sadly, one day I was caught

inside my

ave England.

has agreed to meet
¢. She is young,
—and tonight she will be
who tries to

we can be alon
beautiful, and not very

!'I shall fight anybody

me,

. 65
AcTIVITIES: After Reading

. Tonight I have planned

fe searching for | .
4 1spend my : .o with the Duke’s wife. She is beautiful, but
meeting

man when she sees

a

t clever to recognize an
no ,

| one. Somebody

warn her about me.

» PN pe

lice (see

ichbour talks to the po :

_Tale Heart a neigh d write

e ﬂ&mm&ﬂﬂh“ﬂm: conversation in the correct order and w
PabE S:ois

A v

)
| 1 “This old man — do you know him:

)
! t or a scream.
— like a great shou
house next door
Uv
3 ‘Strange? In what way:

‘Hmm. 1 think [ should go next door and ask a few
4 mim.

! L lim.u
questions. 1 hank you for telling us abou j
| — vo o’clock perhaps.
clock p
1 amva not surc NUOCm twoO O— ﬁ _ _ S,H i
! & 00 m& Out. Q o,
m : WEI O HTQ E—DQOCC al _A h_ w
~ Hﬁ N . . AD:,m roomnl.
f, AD%OBO UCH ﬂTOﬂm was a —_WTH 1n HTO O—n_ I
b
C | .uu
, / ‘Now, sir, what’s the problem

- uv
8 ‘§o what did you do then: e
9 ‘He talks to himself — and he has really
| N AN <

-r man lives
s a very nice man. A younger ma
10 ‘Oh yes —he’s a

Y
' x . .. J.
— g a bit strange
in the house too but he’s a

ralli he floor.’
_ like something heavy falling to the

- ‘vv
screams: o
| x , scream:
13 “What time did you hear this scr
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ACTIVITIES: After Reading

7 Perhaps this is what some of the char
thinking. Which five characters are th

and what is happening in the story at

acters 1n the storjes were
ey (one from each

mﬂo.ﬁ,
this moment?

1 Oh my God! Who is that? He
that blood! I don’t think th

enjoy ourselves w

looks really terrible. And a

at’s very funny. How can we

ith that in front of ys? And how did he

get In? Somebody will have to tell the Prince

2 What’s happening?
anything,
afraid. I’

Something woke me up. I can’t see
but I know there’s something there. I’
m listening and listening

I can feel something terrible, som

m SO
—1t’s dark and quiet, but
cthing frightening

» and take him with me. One
more push, and this wood wil] break. Then the door, and

up the stairs. You cannot ©SCape me now, brother

[ don’t know what’s wrong with me

it [ must have
y . J— ) y
unlucky cards — I've 4/y, en P've played

another glass of
soon, and then 1| win

ays won before w
against him. Mustn’t look worried. Have

wine. He’ll make a mistake

all my
money back , . .

. 6/
\cTiviTiES: After Reading

. Make three
diectives and nouns from the story
ese adjec

— to suit each story.
g Look at th an adjective plus a noun —t0'$
m ——

Nouns:

Adjectives: i i e
| Sterious - ream
dark my fscion) house SC )

sad iy 5 soun

&mﬂu e castle idea 5

. S1 . STOr
. er
evil cEings disease murd |
< S S{Ic
asticC >rson
- . terrible face p¢
frightening : plan
. car
{
| violen . leasure
mrowﬁ y g feeling plea
lou

Here are
: ewspapers. .
ine that these stories appear 1n the :m::Mm go with which
’ _Bmm_ﬂ dlines for the stories. Which hea

> Why?
stories? Which headlines do you prefer y

FANTASTIC PARTY ENDS IN DEATH

HOUSE DISAPPEARS IN STORM |
KILLER HIDES BODY, THEN TELLS POLICE
CAT CALLS POLICE TO BODY o
STRANGE DEATHS OF BROTHER AND SIS 1E

™
ROPE?
, - eVl MAN IN EURC
3 (S THIS THE MOST EVIL

< . . PR — M. » F—x—u*kz
. ' 4 m. — t' -'*—.*
Z>Z - -\ / 4
" ’ . B4 » ~v ./ — N -

‘ " 44 4 P - v—.A—ﬁ.‘—o
~. ﬁ ’ >




