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Chapter 1
Escape from bed

It's happening again, Mum, Marvin shouted.

There was no reply.

Marvin was going to be late for school and it was all
because of Grandad. Grandad and his mad’ gadgets.’

Marvin looked up at the clock on his bedroom wall.
The clock was one of Grandad’s mad gadgets. It didn't say
‘Quarter Past Eight’ which was the real time. It said ‘Quarter
Past Shower Time’ because Marvin usually had his shower
at eight o’clock. Marvin shouted again.

‘Mum. Can you help me? I can't get out of bed.

Still no reply from downstairs. Marvin slowly
counted to ten and then screamed as loudly as he could,

‘HELLO. CAN ANYBODY HEAR ME?’

Nobody could. Grandad was making too much noise
in the garage. He always made a lot of noise when he was
making his gadgets.

Marvin’s bed was another of Grandad's mad gadgets.
Every morning at eight oclock, the bed woke up and tidied
the blankets so Marvin didn’t have to. The problem was that
today Marvin woke up at quarter past eight, so the bed tried
to tidy him up” too.

The blanket on the bed didn’t want to let him go, so
he couldn’t move his arms and legs. He was like a banana,
waiting for someone to come and eat him or like toothpaste

in a tube, waiting for someone to push him out.
‘Am I more like a banana or toothpaste?” he thought.




Marvin could not decide which, but he knew that this was a
very important question.

He closed his eyes. ‘Maybe I’'m more like a banana in
a toothpaste tube or perhaps toothpaste in a banana skin.
Mmm, banana toothpaste—’

‘Marvin, get up. It's time for school.

Mum’s loud voice ended Marvin’s daydreams about fruit
toothpaste. She was calling him from the kitchen.

‘But Mum ... he shouted.
She didn’t hear him. The clock now said ‘Quarter Past

Breakfast Time’ and Marvin decided to try again to get out
of bed.

‘One, two, three, pull; said Marvin, as he tried to pull
his arms out from under the blanket. But the blanket did

not let him go.
‘One, two, three, push, said Marvin, as he tried to push

the blanket away with his feet. But the blanket still did not

let him go.
He couldn’t do it. The bed was stronger than he was.

I think I’ll go back to sleep, thought Marvin. ‘It's better

than going to school.
Marvin didn’t really like school at the moment. Tyson

was at school and he was a big bully*. And Tyson liked to

bully Marvin more than anyone else at school. Yes, 1t was
bed. He closed his eyes.

‘Marvin, you're going to be late for school.

Mum’s voice was loud and angry. Marvin heard her

coming upstairs. Then his bedroom door opened and she

was standing in front of him.

‘Get up now, Marvin:

I can’t’ cried Marvin. “The bed woke up at eight oclock
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going to escape’

.nd tidied the blankets. I was still sleeping, so it tidied Me

too! Now I can’t get out.
‘Oh Marvin. Not again.
Mum quickly started to pull at the blankets. She could

not move them.

‘Let my son go, she shouted at the blankets. ‘You ¢qp,
stay in bed all day but he can’t. He's got to go to school?

“Talking to them won't help, Mum, said Marvin quietly,
“You have to turn them off at the wall.

Mum pushed a button next to Marvin's bed. As soon ¢
she did this, the blankets let Marvin go.

Thanks, Mum, said Marvin. g | Hrocm_: I was never

‘Why didn’t you shout for help?’

‘I did. Nobody heard me.

‘Sorry, love, said Mum. ‘I can’t hear anything downstairs.
Your grandad is making things in the garage again and the
noise is terrible.

‘It's always noisy now that Grandad is living with us; replied
Marvin, just as the clock changed to ‘Walk To School Time.

Marvin looked out of his bedroom window. He could
see Grandad working in his garage. He was pulling the front
off Mum’s old TV! Marvin watched with his mouth open as
Grandad started to hit the TV with his big hammer. Pieces
of glass and old TV were flying all around the garage.
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‘Or the clock—’ Mum continued.

‘Which can't tel] the time, Marvin said.
Or the singing shower—’

‘Which has a terrible voice’
Or the toilet—’

‘Which talks to you all the time

>00n Marvin and his mum were ~m:mr~.:m.
Life ig more

fun now that Grandad is living here, said

Marvin

‘That’s true; said his mum. ‘Oh, and Marvin .’

Yes, Mum?

Stop reading in bed. That’s why you woke up late this
Morning’

‘How did you know?’ asked Marvin,

Mums know everything; his mum replied. ‘And you
were stij]] Wwearing your glasses when you woke up. She
Smiled at hip Now, get ready for schoo] o you really will
be late’

‘Can I wear MY New trajnergse’ Marvin asked

If you Promise® ¢ look after them’

‘Thanks, Mum;

who felt that the day
%. /ot i} /. \ ,..m .
wCﬂ mm a : -.v_«,... \,- .wra\ \... . q. >,~‘ h« , __ E . , .o
oy he left _.:m ._omawoog that Morning, wearing hijs 1/ 11/ NAAGA ‘_ P AW
NeW trainers, e didn’t gee that the clock was Now savin (AN ANV mm\\amw\ Bk
DANGER T1ppp ying ; ALY LN
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Tyson the terrible
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oun \%Y 1 1 1
) Hmm rmm he smiled. And e was almost always smiling.
d mgwmm N a 11 o9 hioy ] . . :
iR Wearing = big hat with five different pairs
glasses all around it |

witandad needed different glasses

-

for different things. He needed them for reading, for
looking at people, for using the Internet, for sitting in the
sun and, of course, for making things. When he needed
to change his glasses, he just turned his hat to the left or
the right. So he never lost his glasses like other grandads
sometimes did.

‘Good morning, Favourite Grandson!” Grandad said
as Marvin quickly ate his breakfast. “You're in a hurry this
morning!’

‘T woke up late; said Marvin. “The bed didn't let me get

b

up.

But Grandad didn’t hear him. He was already walking to
the garage and thinking about making his next mad gadget.
‘Have a great day at school, he shouted as he left.

‘Bye, Grandad, smiled Marvin. ‘Have a great day in the
garage.

Marvin left home feeling happy. He was listening to his
favourite music on his MP3 player and he was wearing his
new trainers.

And I've got a swimming class later. I love swimming.
Today is going to be a good day, he thought.

He danced along the street to the music.

‘Hey, Marilyn!

Tyson’s voice cut through Marvins happiness like a
knife. Marvin knew it was Tyson because his voice was very
loud and because he always called Marvin by a girl's name.
Tyson thought this was funny.

‘What’s wrong with you, Marilyn?’

Marvin stopped his little dance and started to walk
quickly towards school.

Tyson followed him.

|
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‘Hey Marilyn. I'm talking to you’ Tyson said behing
Tyson pushed his finger into Marvin’s back, um
turned to look at him. Tyson was smiling but it wagp

smile. reut
‘Didn’t you hear me, Marilyn?
1 thought you were talking to somebody e|ge
name’s Marvin, he replied. ‘And anyway,
my music.
Tyson took Marvins MP3 player from him and listeneq,
‘What's that? Classical music?’ he laughed.
Marvin looked down at his feet and tried to think of
something to say. Tyson looked down at the same time
Ah, he said."'Were you dancing in your little new trainers?
Marvin found his voice. ‘T wasn't dancing. I was doing
my fighting practice.
Little Marilyn can fight?” Tyson laughed in Marvin's
face. ‘Don’t talk to me about fighting. See this scar?’

He showed Marvin his arm. It had a big long line on it
with lots of smaller lines across it.

him,
m~.<5
d Nice

My

I was :mﬁmasm to

Yes, said Marvin. He knew what Tyson was going to say
next.

1 got this when 1 stopped five robbers from robbing a

bank. I'm not afraid of anyone or anything’

You said there were three robbers last time, Marvin

said. He quickly took his Mp3 player back from Tyson and
started to run aw

B - Marvin was so angry he had stomach ache. Tyson always
W 55 ,@mo: was already leaving. Some other students made him feel bad. And every time that Tyson was horrible
cI€ coming towards them and he knew that they alway o Marhin Matvias stomach hust
looked after Marvin.
: i . oy (r’ *
.wm el inday, Ighting boy; he shouted as he left. T’ ok
be right behin you,

15 ﬁ
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[ essons in the morning were boring, but after lunch Marvij
had swimming class. Marvin got ready in the changing
ooms at school and put his bag, clothes and new trainers i
his school locker. As he locked his locker, Tyson came into
the changing rooms. He was right behind Marvin. Marvip
quickly took his towel and ran out of the room. He didn’
want any more trouble” from Tyson.

Tyson looked around him. There was no one in the
changing rooms - no one to bully. He was just leaving when
he saw some keys in one of the lockers — Marvin’s locker.

‘Excellent, thought Tyson as he opened the door.

Inside were Marvins bag, clothes and ... his new

16

trainers! Tyson quickly took the trainers out and closed the
door again. Then he put Marvin’s key in his pocket.

A few minutes later he was standing outside the
swimming pool and waving at Marvin through the window.
Marvin wasn’t wearing his glasses and his eyes were full of
water, so he couldn’t see what was in Tyson’s hand at first.
He climbed out of the swimming pool, dried his eyes and
put his glasses on. Then he saw everything.

‘No!’ shouted Marvin. ‘Not my new trainers.

He put his towel around him and ran outside as quickly
as he could. He knew he was quicker than Tyson but, of
course, Tyson was wearing shoes and Marvin wasn't.

Marvin was wet and cold and his feet were hurting, but
soon he could see Tyson, who was running towards the
school café.

‘Oh no!” thought Marvin. T think he’s going to throw®
my trainers in the dustbin.”

He was right. When he arrived at the café, he saw Tyson
throwing his trainers into the big dustbin outside the school
kitchen. His lovely new trainers were now under vegetables,
tomatoes, old bits of meat and fish. Marvin quickly pulled
them out but they were not clean now. No. Now they had
bits of food on them and were very, very dirty.

Tyson thought this was very funny.

‘Hey, Marilyn!; he shouted. ‘You've got very dirty feet.
Your trainers were clean this morning!’

Marvin thought he was going to cry.

Tyson put his hand over his nose and came across to
Marvin.

“Your feet are very smelly'® too. Your trainers smell like

old fish!’

17




He ran away, still laughing.

Marvin was very angry now, so his stomach was hurting

again. He wanted to run after Tyson and fight him. But he

knew that was stupid. He was smaller than H,%mOD and he
was also wet and wearing only a towel. He started to walk
slowly back to the ¢ anging rooms in his dirty trainers.
As he turned th orner, he saw Tyson again. The bully

Was standing in the | layground. He wasn't moving. There was
abigangry dog outside the school gates. It was jumping up @ d
down and making alot of noise. Marvin could see that Tyso
mm.nm Was very white. He was shaking'! all over and hold:
his stomach, A Marvin got closer, Tyson’s face changed fr

whi
hite to sfeen and then he was sick all over his shoes.

18

So, Tyson is afraid of something;

walked away. ‘And I'm not the only person who has to clean
his shoes tonight’

19
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L OOKING BACK

4 Are the sentences true (7) or false (F)?

1 Marvin has a shower at seven o'clock. |F

your answers to Before you read on page 4.

1 Check 2 Grandad made Marvin’s bed.
3 Marvin wears his new trainers to go to school.
ACTIVITIES 4 Grandad doesn't need to wear glasses.
5 Tyson calls Marvin ‘Marlon’.
6 Tyson takes Marvin's new hat.
2 Match the two parts O the SENtENCEs 7 Tyson is bigger than Marvin.
1 Marvin doesn't like school because |c 8 Marvin feels sick when he sees an angry dog.
> Marvin and Mum are happier now because
3 Marvin is happy today because 5 Answer the questions.
4 Marvin's new trainers are smelly because 1 Why doesn’t Mum hear Marvin calling her?

3 Grandad is living with them. A R MR S5
b Tyson has thrown them in the dustbin. 2 What does Marvin's shower do?

¢ Tyson is unfriendly to him.
d he's got a swimming class.

3 What does Tyson tell Marvin about his arm?
3 Complete the sentences with the names in the box. 4 What happens to Marvin when Tyson is unkind to him?

Marvin (x4)  Tyson Grandad (x2) Mum
LOOKING FORWARD

Marvin  doesn’t have to make his bed.

helps Marvin escape from his bed. 6 Tick (V') what you think happens in the next two chapters.
1 Grandad puts a gadget on Marvin's trainers.
2 Grandad cleans Marvin's trainers.
3 Grandad buys Marvin new trainers.

nas got new trainers.

makes a lot of noise in the garage.

nas a very loud voice.

T
2
3
4
S makes mad gadgets.
6
7 listens to classical music on his MP3 play
m

can run faster than Tyson.

21




Chapter 3

kitchen table, drinking tea and wearing his usual hat. Today
Grandad was also wearing his ‘gadget jacket’ It was big and
red and had pockets all over it. The pockets were full of tools
for making things. Marvin didn’t know the names of most

The trainers talk too myg},

Marvin woke up at ‘Quarter To Shower’ time. The bed Was of EmB..Oa andad c.mcmE wore his gadget jacket when he
still asleep, so he got up quickly. Smm.mmfa:m moB.QEwm new. e
He heard his mum and his grandad talking together, by o 00 .M:o:::m, avourite Grandson!” Grandad smile
e taa W . is big smile.
he could :mﬁ another voice too. Who was visiting this early Marvin seniled back: "Who were you talking fo Just now
in the morning? Giariiis

He quickly ran into the bathroom to get ready.
‘Good morning, Marvin, said the toilet. ‘Nice to see you

)

again.

T was talking to your new trainers, said Grandad and he
opened a box on the kitchen table.

. . Marvin looked into the box. They were his old trainers,
Nice to see you too, said Marvin. He always felt very but they looked different. They each had a big red button on

stupid talking to a toilet. the end. Marvin took one of the trainers from the box.
‘Standing or sitting, sir?’ ‘Don’t push that button!” shouted Grandad.
‘Standing, please, said Marvin and the toilet seat went pm e
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‘Thank you, said Marvin when he finished. Then he AR i

turned the shower on.

La-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la-la’ The shower started sin¢ing
in aloud and very bad voice.

Marvin stood under the shower. He turned the v I
from ‘cold’ to ‘hot’

Oh-oh-oh-oh’ sang the shower in a higher, bul
very bad, voice.

Marvin put his fingers in his ears, but he could stil
the terrible noise, so he had his shower very quickly. !
r.m put his clothes on and hurried to see who was 11
_MM”MM%M\M when he got there, he could see only K:_:
(M was washing up, Grandad was sitting &

23
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Too late. The trainer shouted ‘Get off!” very loudly apq

Marvin dropped’” it on the floor. ;

Grandad picked the trainer up’” and pushed the buttop
again. The trainer stopped shouting.

‘Push that button when you take your trainers off’
Grandad said. “Then if someone else takes them, they wil]
shout for help. See?

Grandad pushed the red button on the second trainer, |
shouted ‘Stop! Help!

Grandad smiled and gave the trainers back to Marvin,

‘They won't talk while I'm wearing them, will they?
Marvin asked.

‘Only if you push the buttons, Grandad replied.

‘These are great, Grandad. Thank you, said Marvin. He
kissed his grandad and his mum and left for school.

Before his swimming class Marvin put the trainers
with his other clothes in the locker, but he couldn’t find his
locker key. ‘Oh well; he thought. “They’ll be safe now. He
pushed the red buttons, shut the locker door and went for
his swim.

A few minutes later Tyson walked into the changing
room. He still had Marvin’s locker key in his pocket but ¢
saw that the door was already open.

This is too easy, he smiled to himself, as he took
mTOWm from the locker. But he soon stopped smiling.
.02 off!" shouted one of the trainers.
Help!” shouted the other trainer.

_ Tyson was so surprised that he dropped the trainers
a . .
SO QBEU& his water bottle and water went all ove!

ras
raners. He pushed them back into the locker and lock
with Marvips key,

24
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The trainers were very wet. They stopped shouting for a
few seconds. Then something went very wrong.

It's dark in here, said one trainer, T'm afraid’

‘Me too, said the other trainer.

‘Let me out!” shouted the first trainer.

‘Let me out too!” shouted the other trainer.

At that moment the headmaster walked past.

‘Hello!” shouted the trainers, together this time.

‘Hello, replied the headmaster. “‘Who's there?’

‘We want to get out!” shouted the trainers.

‘We? We? How many of you are in there?’ asked the
headmaster as he tried to open the locker door.

25
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Help!” shouted the trainers again.
Now lots of students were standing around and

watching.
Move away!” said the headmaster. “There are [0
students in the locker, I'm going to break the door and

them out!
At that moment Marvin came into the changing 1
wearing only his towel.
..E:mmm happening?’ he asked another boy.
There are students in tha locker; the boy replied.
Marvin pushed through the students. At that mom

26

the headmaster pulled the door off the locker.

“That’s my locker!” shouted Marvin.

And are these your trainers, Marvin?’

The headmaster had a very wet pair of trainers in his
hand. The trainers were still talking, but much more quietly

Nnow.
“That’s better, said one trainer.

‘Yes, that's much better. Thank you!” said the other

trainer.
“Yes, they’re mine, Marvin said quietly. ‘But I don't know

how they got wet.
“Your trainers are talking, said the headmaster.

“Yes. Sorry:
‘Sorry? Sorry? That’s not good enough. I think you need

to write an essay.
An essay?’ said Marvin. He knew things were bad. The

headmaster only asked students to write an essay when they

were in big trouble.
"Yes, I want you to write five hundred words about “Why

shoes are for walking, not for talking” And I want you to

put it on my desk tomorrow morning.
The other students were leaving. There was nothing

more to see. Marvin pushed the red buttons on his wet

trainers, but they didn't stop talking.
Tl have to walk home in them. I'm sure they’ll stop

when they are dry, Marvin thought.
But the shoes didn't stop talking. Oh, no. All the way

from the school to his house, the shoes talked and talked

and talked.
Another one of Grandad’s mad gadgets, Marvin said to

himself, unhappily.

ol




Chapter 4

Marvin the rock ¢ o

When Marvin got home that night, he went ¢
0

could see Grandad through the open doo; mﬂrm Barage 1,
around the garage in a very strange way << = Was Moy
‘Grandad, he shouted. - Was he &25%

Grandad waved at Marvin. ‘I’'m sorr
I’ll take these glasses off.
Marvin didn't understand how taking you
could help anyone to hear, but Grandad wagnt wcw_gmg '
‘Now then, Favourite Grand i
s son. What can [ ¢y,
"You can stop my trainers talki
. ng all the time’ o
meﬁ,: and he told Grandad about his day at mnwc%_, MMM
now I've got to write five hundred words about why .m_sm
are for walking, not for talking’ |
. I'm sorry, Marvin, said Grandad sadly. T was onl
trying to help. .
I _Soi. and I love your gadgets, Marvin said quickly
But he was just being kind. He didn’t like it w1 Granda
was sad.

Good!” shouted Grandad with a smile. ‘T se thes
are for you.

.Im gave Marvin the glasses.

But these are just my old glasses, said M
New ones Now.

. Yes, but I changed a few things, said Gran cil
Put them on.

28

Marvin thought Gr
glasses O1.

‘Now, push the b

Marvin pushed a s .
and in a second his
classical music. He soon fo

about the trainers.
not just inside his ears, but insi

his feet. He felt wonderful.
Then Grandad took the glasses off Ma

verything went back to normal again.
“You push the nose of the glasses to turn 1

the left side to make it gol
the music — from classical to rock.

b
utton on the nose.

rvin’s head and

€




1l never change the music, said Marvin.

‘OK. But remember, “Nose - on, nose - off, |eft
right - rock. Yes? .

‘Nose — on, nose — off, left - loud, right - rock’ Marvip
repeated. ‘T understand. Thank you, Grandad!

Grandad smiled his big smile. “You're welcome 14
Favourite Grandson.

= loug,

At lunchtime the next day Marvin was sitting outside,
eating his sandwiches and reading a book. His essay was
on the headmaster’s desk and he was happy with life. He
pushed the nose of his glasses and beautiful music came
into his ears and right through his body. He closed his eyes
and his head moved slowly from side to side. He felt great.
He was enjoying the music so much that he didn’t see Tyson
running past with a football.

BANG! - the football hit Marvin on the left side of his
head. Left was for loud, so the music got louder. Marvin
jumped up and saw Tyson a few metres away. He was
laughing,

Ishouted “Catch” Can't you hear me?’ he said.

But Marvin couldn’t hear him because the music w:
very loud now;

He wanted to throw the football back, but his bod
couldn't do it. The music was loud and strong and it W¢

Insi j Y . :
de his body. His arms and legs were moving (0O th

B R | | 1
usic. His feet were Jumping up and down and his hea

Sm . o .
> moving from side to side.

Nose - On, nose - off’
the button on his nose.

thought Marvin trying o pus
But his hands waved around his head

30

‘Nose - on, nose - off; Marvin tried again but his hand hit
the right side of his glasses.

‘Oh no! Right is for rock music!” thought Marvin.

Two seconds later, his body was still moving to the music
but much, much faster. His arms and legs danced when the
guitar made a noise. His head moved when the keyboard
played. His body jumped and danced and turned around to
the music. He was still trying very hard to take his glasses
off so he could stop dancing. But his hands were enjoying
the music and they were not interested in helping him.

The other students watched him with their mouths

open.




vin. they were saying. ‘He’s a really gooq
dancer. He looks like a rock star. Write an essay of one thousand words on “Why I must

Then they all mmnawm to .mo H.:m Same. Soon th, stop making stupid gadgets for Marvin.
E%mﬂocnm was full of children jumping and waving the;,

arms and dancing.
Then the hea

stopped dancing. Mar
The headmaster shoute

‘Look al Mar

Then he went to bed, still feeling very angry.

dmaster arrived. Marvin’s classmates
vin, of course, didn't. He couldn’t,
d at him. Marvin waved hjs

arms.

The headm

up and down.
The headmaster shook hi

his head from side to side.
Everyone watched as Marvin shook his head. Up and

down. Left and right. Marvin was shaking his head so much

that ... ah, at last ... his glasses fell off.
No more music. No more keyboards. No more guitars.

No more noise. Just the sound of the headmaster saying,
‘Marvin. I want you to write another essay. One thousand
words on “Why I am a student not a rock star”.” Put it on my

desk before your maths test on Friday.
One thousand words! And all because of Grandad’s mad

gadgets. Marvin was very angry.

He became even angrier as he sat in his bedroom |
that night writing his essay. His hands were hurting an |
was tired, so he was making lots of mistakes.

He looked at the clock. “Two Hours Past Bed Tim
said.

Right. That’s it. I've had enough, he said to himsell

He went downstairs to the garage and left 2 note’
Grandad. It said:

aster stood in front of him. Marvin jumpeq

s finger at him. Marvin shook

arer

&
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| OOKING BACK

4 What do the underlined words refer to in these lines from
the text?

our answer to Looking forward on page 21.

1 Checky 1 'They'll be safe now.' (page 24)  +he trairers
2 'It's dark in here,’ said one trainer. (page 25)
>h._,_<_._._mm 3 'And | want you to put it on my desk tomorrow morning.’
(page 27)
2 4 'Good’ shouted Grandad with a smile, '‘because these are
5 Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)

for you.' (page 28)

5 But Marvin couldn’t hear him because the music was very
loud now. (page 30) e

6 Then he went to bed, still feeling very angry.
(page 33) . .

1 The toilet talks to Marvin. [T
Mum is cooking in the kitchen.
Grandad was talking to Marvin's mum in the kitchen.
Marvin leaves his trainers in the classroom.
Tyson has got the key to Marvin's locker.
The trainers get wet. 5 Answer the questions.
The headmaster tells Tyson to write an essay.
Marvin's trainers don't stop talking.

T When does Grandad wear his gadget jacket?

0o N O 1 A W N

2 Who opens the locker door?
3 Match the two parts of the sentences. S RS aRhH es  TI Le
1 The trainers are afraid because |[¢ 3 What can Marvin do with his new glasses?
2 The headmaster breaks the locker door because

3 Marvin hasn't done anything wrong in the changing 4 What does Marvin leave for Grandad?
room but

Marvin puts his musical glasses on and

The music from the glasses LOOKING FORWARD
Marvin feels very angry

A U B

he has to write an essay. 6 What do you think? Answer the questions.

DA oroblern. 1 What will Grandad do when he reads Marvin’s note?
It's dark in the locker, ,.

he thinks there are students in there.
With his grandad.

makes Marvin's

2 Grandad invents Smelly Vision. What is it?
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Chapter 5

What’s cooking?

Marvin woke up the next Bo:i.:m. He was sti]] mmm::m
angry, but he was feeling a little bit sad too. And he wasn'|
the only one. Grandad's gadgets seemed to be angry and
sad too.

Marvin looked up at his clock to see what time it was.
The clock said, ‘Say Sorry Time. Marvin turned his heg(
away. He didn't like feeling this way, but he wasn’t going
to say sorry because he wasnt sorry. He hated Grandads
gadgets. They got him into trouble.

Marvin's angry feet walked into the bathroom. He stood
in front of the toilet. But the toilet didn’t say ‘Sitting or
standing?’ this morning. It said, ‘Say Sorry To Grandad’

T will not say sorry to Grandad, Marvin thought
He stood under the shower and turned it on.

But the shower didn’t sing loudly this morning. It sanga
very slow, sad song. ‘S-a-y S-o-r-r-vy; it sang. ‘S-o-r-r-y.

It seemed that all Grandad’s gadgets were unhappy with
Marvin - even his bed was still untidy - and deep inside Marvin
knew why. He also knew that they were right. He decided he
was going to say sorry to Grandad before he went to schoo

He got dressed’® and went downstairs. Mum was 1n
kitchen.

Where’s Grandad?’

; asked Marvin.

.Em,m In the garage. | think he’s been there all :mm_:.v
OT U_&DJ Tm mO to Toﬁ_wv

No, love’
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T need to talk to him, Marvin said in a small voice.

T think he needs to be by himself today; said Mum. ‘He
looks very unhappy:

So Marvin walked to school with his head full of sad
thoughts. His body felt heavier than usual and his legs
walked more slowly.

‘Hey, Marilyn!” shouted Tyson. ‘Not dancing today?’

Marvin didn’t answer Tyson because he didn’t hear him.
He was thinking about Grandad.

‘Hey!” shouted Tyson. He stood in front of Marvin.

Marvin looked up at the big bully and, to his surprise,
he wasn't afraid of him today.

‘Get out of my way, Tyson, he said.

Tyson’s face changed colour. For a few short seconds he
looked afraid. Then he laughed that loud bully’s laugh and
said, Tm not afraid of you, Marilyn. You see this?’

He showed Marvin his arm again.

T got this when I was fighting seven robbers, you
know—’

But Marvin just walked away from Tyson. He was sick
of listening to his stupid stories. Marvin sat quietly in class
for the rest of the day and waited for school to finish. He just

wanted to go home, say sorry to Grandad and get the sad
thoughts out of his head.

* X *

When Marvin got home, the garage door was still closed. So
he sat in his bedroom and tried to write his essay. Because
he was feeling bad about Grandad, he was making even

more mistakes than usual. It was taking a long time and his
hands were hurting as much as his heart.
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‘Marvin. Your TV programme is starting, his myp,

shouted up the stairs.
Marvin ran 1nto t

tching TV. =
s im_mo, ravourite Grandson, said Grandad.

P $O SOITY, Grandad, Marvin replied and he put hjs
arms around him.

Grandad smiled at Marvin and everything in life seemeq
OK again. Marvins feet weren't angry, his body wasn’t heavy
and his head was full of happy thoughts again.

Marvin’s favourite cooking programme was starting,

“Today I'm making chocolate cake, said the chef on the
TV Marvin watched carefully as the chef started to make the
cake. Suddenly, Marvin thought he could smell chocolate.
He sniffed"’ the air. Yes, he could smell chocolate!

He ran into the kitchen to see if his mum was making
a cake, but she was reading a magazine. He ran back into
the living room. The smell of chocolate was getting stronger
and Grandad’s smile was getting bigger.

‘What’s happening?’ Marvin asked his grandad.

‘Welcome to Smelly Vision; said Grandad. ‘I finished
working on it last night. Now you can watch TV and smel
it at the same time’

‘What!” said Marvin. ‘How can you smell a TV?

Grandad smiled. ‘You smell what you see. There 1S
special button so you can make the smell stronger or weake
just like the sound. The chef is making chocolate cake, S
you can smell chocolate now, but if you watch somethin
else the smells change’

Grandad changed the channel on the TV. It was ¢
programme about gardens. Al that moment, the room filled

he living room. His grandad wys
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with the smell of grass and flowers. |
And if you don't like the smell, you can just turn it ofp

he said. And he pushed another button. The smell of grass
slowly went away. e
“This is fantastic, said Marvin. Tm sorry I said yoy,

gadgets were stupid. I love them.
‘Good. said Grandad, ‘because I've got another one for

)

you. e
He gave Marvin a small white piece of plastic. ‘It’s 4

rubber; he said. “You can use it when you're writing your
essay. It will take the mistakes away.

‘But, Grandad, I've already got a rubber, Marvin said.
He didn’t understand.

Ah, but you don't have a rubber like this one; said
Grandad. “Watch’

He wrote some words on a piece of paper and put the

rubber on the table. ‘Rub it] he said. The rubber started

moving across the paper and taking the words away. ‘Stop,
said Grandad and the rubber stopped moving.

‘Thank you very much, Grandad. It’s just what [ need.
Marvin ran up to his bedroom feeling quite excitec
Yesterday, Grandad’s gadgets brought him nothing bu
problems, but now he thought they were wonderful. Il
_o.owa at his new rubber before he put it with the pencils 1

.Noc.nm going to change my life; he said.
nd he was right. But not in the way he hoped.
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Chapter 6
Losing words and finding

friends

Marvin felt very happy when he got up. He wasn’t angry
with Grandad any more. He had a wonderful TV that you

could smell and see at the same time. And he finished hig
essay last night. It was much quicker with the new rubber.

Even thinking about the maths test today didn’t make
him feel bad. He hated maths and he hated tests. But today
he wasn't going to have a problem if he made mistakes,
because he could just say ‘Rub it" very quietly and start
again. Yes, today was going to be a lovely day.

His clock said ‘Lots Of Time To Get Ready’ so Marvin
spent a long time in the bathroom. The shower sang its usual
loud and happy song in its terrible voice and the toilet was
speaking to him again.

He didn't meet Tyson on the way to school, so when the
maths test started Marvin was feeling really good.

Grandad’s rubber worked very well. Every time that
Marvin made a mistake, he said ‘Rub it very quietly and the
rubber moved across the page until the mistake went away.
When he wanted it to stop rubbing out, he said ‘Stop’ very
quietlyand the rubber stopped. Marvin finished the test quickly.
He felt very happy with himself when the teacher told the class
{0 stop writing and he had no more questions to answer.

The headmaster waked into the class at that moment.
had a small, fair-hajred boy with him.

He
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‘We have a new student at the school said the headmaster.
‘It is his first day at school today and I want you all to meet him!

Marvin liked the look of this new boy. ‘Who knows?
Maybe we could become friends, he thought to himself.

The headmaster was still talking. ‘He is going to sit next
to ...Marvin.

‘Yes!” thought Marvin.

‘And his name is Robert.

‘Robert’ sounded like ‘Rub it, so the rubber started
moving on Marvins desk. But Marvin was still looking at
the new boy. He didn't see the rubber as it quietly started its
work.

‘Maybe Robert can come to my house for tea and watch
Smelly Vision, Marvin thought. He smiled and looked
down at his test paper.

Suddenly he felt very sick. His face went very white -
almost as white as his test paper. Marvin couldn’t believe it.
Where were his first five test answers? He quickly shouted
‘Stop’ at the rubber. The rubber stopped moving.




What did you say, Marvin?" The headmaster looke 4
EBA.CB .. nothing, sir, Marvin said quietly.
The headmaster looked at him for a long time before 1,
tarted to talk again. ‘As I was saying, Robert has just moveg

to this town and— e v
Again, the rubber heard ‘Rub it, not ‘Robert] and started

its work again.
Stop!” shouted Marvin. The rubber stopped. The

headmaster stopped.
Did you shout “Stop” at me, Marvin?’ asked the

headmaster angrily.

‘No, Headmaster. Not at you. At my rubber’

Everyone in the class started laughing. Everyone except
the headmaster.

“You shouted “Stop” at your rubber? Mmm, your trainers
talk and your glasses play music. And now you tell me you
shout at your rubber? Don't be stupid, boy, or I'll give you
another essay to do.

Sorry, sir; said Marvin quickly. He really didn’t want
another essay to write. His hands were still hurting after last
night. He looked down at his test paper. Now there were
only a few answers on the page.

So, I want everyone to say a big “Hello” to Robert, the
headmaster said.

All the class shouted ‘Hello, Robert, and the rest of

Marvin's answers went away in two seconds. Marvin put his
head on his desk. He wanted to cry.

. Marvin? The headmaster was looking down at him.
Zo<.m your things so that Robert can sit next to you.
Ihe headmaster picked up Marvin's test paper. He
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looked at the front and then he looked at the back. Ther,

were no answers anywhere.
“vou haven’t answered any questions!” he shouted, Why

not?’
Marvin knew the headmaster wasn't going to beljey,

him, so he said nothing.
1 don’t know what's wrong with you, Marvin, said the
headmaster. ‘You have changed in the past few weeks. Come

and see me in my office later.

‘Yes, sir, Marvin replied sadly.

Robert smiled a friendly smile. ‘Bad luck,'®’ he said
quietly.

Marvin smiled back.

‘Can I have lunch with you?’ asked Robert. ‘I want to
hear all about your talking trainers and your musical glasses
and ... he picked up Marvin’s rubber, ... why you talk to

your rubber.

So Marvin and Robert went to the school café and, at
lunch, Marvin told Robert about Grandad and his gadgets.
Robert thought they sounded great. Marvin also told him
about what happened when the gadgets went wrong. Robert
thought this was very funny.

But Smelly Vision is wonderful, said Marvin and he
told Robert all about his TV, ‘It’s very good when you are
watching cooking programmes he said.

Tlove cooking; said Robert.

Marvin couldn’t believe that Robert liked the same

things that he did. Could he ask Robert to come round to
his house?

.:m the Food Around the World programme on TV
tonight, he said.
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‘Oh. I love that, said Robert. He looked a little shy.
‘Could I watch it at your house and smell the food while I

watch the programme?’
‘Of course, said Marvin with a smile and he stood up

from the table and walked back to class with Robert.

A few seconds later, Tyson moved from behind the café

curtains.

‘Grandad’s gadgets?” Tyson said to himself. ‘Smelly

Vision? This sounds very interesting.
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i ors 4 Underline the correct words in each sentence.
1 Grandad is in the garage because he feels unhappy / s

1 Check your answers to Looking forward on page 35, . making new trainers / is listening to music.
2 Marvin goes to the living room to do his homework / watch
ACTIVITIES TV/ read a book.

3 Grandad gives Tyson / Robert / Marvin a rubber.
4 Marvin has got a swimming class / party / maths test the

2 Complete the sentences with the names in the box. next day.
| 5 Marvin tells Robert / Tyson / the headmaster about
Robert (x2) Mum  Grandad ~ Marvin (x4) Grandad's gadgets.
6 Marvin and Robert are going to listen to music / play
1 Marvin_is sad on his way to school. football / watch TV together.
2 says sorry to Grandad.
3 is reading a magazine. 5 Answer the questions.
. has invented a special Tv. 1 What does Marvin smell on the TV?
5 uses a magic rubber for his test. el i
6 is a new student at the school 2 What's special about Marvin’s new rubber?
7 wants to cry.
. says that he loves cooking. _ 3 Where do Marvin and Robert go for lunch?

3 Put the sentences in order. .
4 Where is Tyson when Marvin and Robert are having lunch?

Grandad shows Marvin Smelly Vision.
Marvin tries to write his essay in his bedroom.
Marvin decides to say sorry to Grandad. [

: L
The headmaster is angry with Marvin. N ARD

The headmaster brings a new boy into the class.
Marvin takes his maths test. 6 Tick (v') what you think happens in the next two chapters.

Tyson hears about Smelly Vision. 1 Tyson breaks some of Grandad's gadgets. | |
Marvin and Robert have lunch together. 2 Tyson and Marvin become friends.
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