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CHAPTER 1 A Ricu NEwW NEIGHBOUR

There was a lot of excitement in the Bennets' house because
Mrs Bennet had just heard some important news from the
neighbours. “Mr Bennet, have you heard that Netherfield Park
has finally been rented?” she asked her husband. Netherfield
Park was a large estate very near the Bennets’ house.

“I see that you want to tell me all about it,” Mr Bennet
replied, without showing much interest.

“Yes. A very rich young man called Charles Bingley has
come to live there. And guess what? He's NOT MARRIED!
How wonderful for our girls!” Mrs Bennet exclaimed.

“Why is it wonderful for them?” Mr Bennet asked,
innocently.

“We have got five grown daughters, Mr Bennet.,” said his
wife, impatiently. “T want him to marry one of them. You must
visit Mr Bingley as soon as possible. Then the girls and I can
meet him officially.”

“But 1 don't want to visit him,” said her husband. “Our
daughters, Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty and Lydia are poor and
uneducated. Charles Bingley would not be interested in them!
He must marry a rich, educated lady.”

“Mr Bennet, how can you speak like that about your own
children!” Mrs Bennet exclaimed. “You're laughing at me and
that’s not good for my nerves.”

Mr Bennet knew that the main objective of his wife's life
was }B\see all their daughters married as soon as possible, and
of course to rich men! Therefore, he went to visit Mr Bingley
the next day, but didn’t tell his family about it immediately.
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Mrs Bennel was upset and nervous because of her husband’s
behaviour and went around complaining constantly and getting
angry with everyone. Finally, Mr Bennet became tired of this
behaviour and told his wife the truth.

“I went to visit Charles Bingley at Netherfield Park as you
wished,” he said. “Now you are free to invite him.”

Mrs Bennet was happy and satisfied, at least for a short time,
and the family could relax. Bur Mr Bennet wouldn't give her
any information about Mr Bingley even though she and the girls
were very curious.

“Girls, you have got an excellent father,” Mrs Bennet said to
her daughters. “You have to be very grateful to him for making
such an effort for your happiness.”

According to the social rules of the time, Mrs Bennet could
now invite Mr Bingley to dinner to meet all the girls. But,
before this could happen, one of the neighbours organised a
big party and invited all the people in the neighbourhood. This
was a wonderful opportunity to meet Charles Bingley. All the
Bennet girls looked forward to the party and spent a lot of time
preparing themselves for it. Finally, the great day arrived.

Many guests, including Mrs Bennet and her daughters,
were already at the party when Mr Bingley arrived. He was
accompanied by his sister, Miss Caroline Bingley, a very elegant
young lady, and also by his best friend, Mr Darcy.

Charles Bingley made a very good impression on everyone
immediately.

“He's so handsome!” the young girls whispered to one
another, “and he’s pleasant and charming to everyone he meets.
Yes, Mr Bingley is definitely a gentleman.”

“And, more important than that, he’s very rich,” all the
mothers thought to themselves, “The girl he chooses to be his
wife will be very lucky. She'll have a big house and lots of
money o spend. I hope he notices my daughter.”

A Rica New NEIGHBOUR

Charler Bingley made a very good impression on everyone immediately,
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Mr Darcy was more handsome than Mr Bingley and the
rumours were that he was richer too. But he didn’t behave
very micely. He wasn't friendly to anyone and constantly
looked bored. He didn’t speak or dance with anyone, except
Mr Bingley’s sister because he already knew her. He made no
effort to be nice to people and he seemed very arrogant.

From the beginning of the party, Charles Bingley paid a lot
of attention to Jane, the oldest and prettiest of the Bennet girls.
He danced with her many times and it was clear that they were
attracted to each other. During the dancing, Elizabeth, the second
Bennet daughter, was sitting near Charles and Mr Darcy and
heard a conversation between them.

“Darcy, why don’t you invile someone to dance?”
Mr Bingley asked his friend. ““There are so many pretty, pleasant
girls here. There’s one sitting near us now and she’s the sister of
the girl [ like.” As he said this, Mr Bingley looked in Elizabeth’s
direction.

“You're dancing with the only beautiful girl here.” said
Darcy. He turned around and looked at Elizabeth. She pretended
to be interested in the dancing at the other end of the room and
Darcy didn’t notice that she was listening to their conversation.
He turned back to his friend and said, “No. she’s not pretty
enough for me. | wouldn't waste my time on her.”

Elizabeth, who had a very strong character, didn’t take this
insult seriously and after the party, she laughed when she told her
family about it. But, in her heart, she decided that Mr Darcy was
a rude, unpleasant man and she disliked him extremely.

The party was a success for the Bennet girls. Jane had
enjoyed the attention of Mr Bingley and Elizabeth was happy
for her favourite sister. Kitty and Lydia had danced a lot with
some handsome army officers and were very satisfied. Mary, the
quietest of the girls, didn’t enjoy dancing, but people had said
nice things about her ability to play the piano and sing and so she
also came home happy.
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Darcy didn 't notice thar Efizabeth was listening to their conversation.

Mr Bennet was still awake when they arrived home and
Mrs Bennet immediately told him about the party. “Everything
was wonderful,” she told her husband, “except for Mr Darcy’s
rude behaviour towards Elizabeth. He is a horrible, unpleasant
man and I detest him. Elizabeth wouldn’t want him anyway. It’s
a pity you weren't there to say some rude things to him toeo!”
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CHAPTER 2 A VisiT 1o NETHERFIELD PARK

The Bennets” house was finally quiet after all the excitement
of the big party, Jane and Elizabeth, who were good friends,
talked about all that had happened.

“Mr Bingley is perfect!” Jane exclaimed. “He’s intelligent,
good-humoured, and handsome too. I was surprised that he paid
so much attention to me.”

“Well, I wasn't surprised,” said Elizabeth, immediately.
“You were the most beautiful girl there. Why shouldn't he pay
attention to you?”

“And his sister is so nice and charming too,” continued Jane.
“T'm sure we'll all be good friends.”

Elizabeth didn’t think that Miss Bingley was nice or
charming. She thought she was vain and arrogant. Elizabeth
was much more critical of others and saw their characters
maore clearly than Jane. Sometimes she had to warn her sister
about people. “Jane, you always think the best of people,” said
Elizabeth. “I've never heard you say a bad word about anyone. I
think you should be careful with Mr Bingley's sister.”

Then, a few days later, a servant brought a note for Jane from
Netherfield Park. It was from Caroline Bingley.

My dear Jane,

Please come 20 have dinner with me today.
My brother and his friend, Darcy, won't be here
and [ want your company.

Your friend,
Caroline Bingley

“Mother, may I have the carriage today?” asked Jane. “Miss
Bingley has invited me to go to Netherfield Park for dinner. She
sent me a note this morning. Look!”
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Mrs Bennet took the note and read it anxiously. “What?
Charles Bingley won't be there!" she exclaimed. “I don't like
that. Bingley has to see you a lot. It's important for your
future.”

“But what about the carriage?” asked Jane, impatiently.

“No, Jane,” answered her mother, “I'm sure your father
needs the carriage today. Anyway. I have got a very good idea.
T can see it’s going to rain this evening. You'll go on horseback
and, because of the rain, you'll have to stay at Netherfield Park
for the night. That way, you'll see Charles Bingley, and you’ll
have an opportunity to impress him.”

Jane and Elizabeth knew that they could not argue with their
mother once she had decided something and therefore, Jane left
on horseback. As her mother had predicted, it started to rain very
hard and she couldn’t return that evening.

“That was such a good idea of mine,” Mrs Bennet repeated
many times to the other sisters. “My daughters are lucky they
have got such an intelligent mother!”

The next day, a note arrived from Jane.

My dear family,
! am ill and | have got a fever! Maybe it's because
I got so wet in the rain yesterday. | can’t come home yet.
The Bingleys have called the doctor. But please
don’t worry.
Vours,
Jane

Mrs Bennet wasn't worried at all. She was happy that Jane
was staying longer at Charles Bingley's home. But Elizabeth
was worried about her sister and, because the carriage wasn’t
available, she decided to walk to Netherfield Park, which wasn't
easy after all the rain. When she arrived, she found that Jane was
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really very ill and couldn’t leave her bed. Elizabeth stayed with
her all day.

“Jane, I'1l have to go now, it'll be dark soon,” Elizabeth said
as evening was approaching.

“Oh, please don’t go. Stay here with me,” Jane cried. “I feel
better with you here.”

“Oh, please don't go. Stay here with me, " Jane cried.

Caroline Bingley was in the room and heard this. She
immediately invited Elizabeth to stay as long as she wanted
to. Elizabeth had the impression that Caroline didn’t like her
or want her there. but she agreed to stay for Jane. She sent a
message (o her family to explain her decision.

That evening, Elizabeth had dinner with Caroline, Charles,
and Darcy, while Jane was in bed in her room. Elizabeth was
impressed by Charles’ sincere worry about her sister’s health
and was certain that he had deep feelings for Jane., She also saw
clearly that Caroline sat close to Darcy and wanted his attention
all the time,

Elizabeth finished her dinner and quickly returned to Jane.
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As soon as she left the room, Caroline began to criticise her.

“Did you see Elizabeth's red face after her long walk?”
Caroline asked Darcy and Charles. “Her skirt was full of mud.
She didn’t look like a lady at all!”

“I think she showed great devotion to her sister,” said
Charles. “It was probably very difficult to walk all that way
through the mud and that shows she has a good character.”

"l agree.” said Darcy. “And I thought the walk made her look
prettier.” He was beginning to see Elizabeth in a different way
than he had at the party,

Caroline was not pleased by these reactions. “Well, Jane and
Elizabeth Bennet are quite sweet and pleasant,” she said, “but
we all saw their mother at the party and she is a horrible woman.
And two of the younger sisters were flirting with army officers.
The family hasn’t got much money or any rich relatives, so the
girls won't find rich, important men to marry.”

Charles and Darcy said nothing after these observations.

Jane’s health improved very slowly and she and Elizabeth
stayed in Netherfield Park for another few days. Elizabeth was
surprised that Darcy looked at her a lot and paid attention to
everything she said. but she made no effort to be nice to him.

“I am starting to like Elizabeth,” Darcy thought to himself,
“I have never felt like this about another woman. But her family
hasn’t got connections or money. so of course [ can never think
of a future with her.”

Finally, Jane was well and the sisters were taken home in
Bingley's carriage. On the way, Elizabeth thought of the things
she had learned during their stay in Netherfield Park. She was
certain that Charles was falling in love with Jane, and that made
her happy. She was also certain that Caroline wanted Darcy for
herself. Elizabeth hadn’t changed her opinion of Darcy except
when he spoke about his younger sister. Georgiana. He was her
guardian and it was clear that he cared for her very much. In
those moments, Elizabeth saw that he had some good in him and
wasn’t always arrogant and cold.
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CHAPTER 3 A MARRIAGE PROPOSAL

Jane and Elizabeth were happy to be home again with their
family. The day after they arrived home, Mr Bennet said to his
wife, "I hope you've prepared a delicious dinner for tonight. A
zuest is coming this evening.”

“0Oh, is it Mr Bingley?” Mrs Bennet exclaimed. “Is he
missing Jane?”

“No, it's not Mr Bingley,” said Mr Bennet, “it’s someone
we've never met before. It's my cousin, Mr Collins, He’ll
inherit this house and all my property when 1 die.”

“It’s ridiculous that your cousin can take everything we’ve
got because he’s your closest male relative and we’ve got only
daughters,” Mrs Bennet said, angrily. “T don’t want him to come
here. I detest him already.”

“We can’t tell him not to come,” Mr Bennet explained. “1
received his letter yesterday and he’s already on his way. By
the way, he's now a pastor on the estate of Lady Catherine
de Bourgh. She’s a very rich woman and she’s the aunt of Mr
Darcy.”

Mr Collins arrived that afternoon and the family received
him politely. He wasn't a handsome man, and he was serious
and arrogant. He admired everything he saw in the house, but his
many compliments irritated the sisters.

At the dinner table, Mr Collins looked around him and said,
“You've got five beautiful daughters, Mr and Mrs Bennet. They
will certainly all be married soon.”

“Well, I hope so,” said Mrs Bennet. She was always happy to
talk about her favourite subject. “But you know they’ll be poor
because you will receive all our property when Mr Bennet dies.
You're not responsible for this, of course. But it means my girls
will have to find rich husbands to support them.”

“Don't worry, Mrs Bennet. T've come here with good
intentions towards your family,” Mr Collins declared. He then
told them that he owned a very nice house and that he earned a
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good salary. He considered himself a successful man. He talked
for a long time about Lady Catherine and her young daughter,
who would inherit all her money and property.

The girls were bored by his stories and they were happy
when dinner was finally over.

The girls were bored by Mr Colling’ stories.

The next morning, Mr Collins asked to speak to Mrs Bennet
alone. “Mrs Bennet,” he said, “I said 1 came here with good
intentions, and it’s true. The time has come for me to marry and
Lady Catherine agrees with this. | want to do something positive
Tor your family and I've decided that I want to marry Jane.”

“Mr Collins, it's a wonderful idea to marry one of my
daughters,” said Mrs Bennet, happily, “but it can’t be Jane. She’s
going to be engaged soon,”

Mrs Bennet believed that Jane and Mr Bingley were almost
married,

“That’s unfortunate,” said Mr Collins. “Then what about
Elizabeth? Is she free?”
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“Yes, she is!” exclaimed Mrs Bennet, gquickly. In her
imagination, she now had two married daughters. Each would
live in her own house and would not cause any more worty or
expense for her parents.

Mr Collins immediately asked to speak to Elizabeth privately.
He wanted to make sure that he'd soon have a wife.

“My dear Elizabeth,” Mr Collins said when they were alone
in the room. “T've decided to marry you. I'm offering you a good
life as the wife of a pastor. Lady Catherine will like you, I'm
sure. You're sensible and intelligent. You’ll enjoy visiting her
beautiful house. She invites me there often. [ don’t expect any
money from your parents because 1 know that they haven’t got
anything to give you.”

Elizabeth was shocked. She hadn’texpected such a declaration
from Mr Collins. “Thank you for this great compliment,” she
said politely, “but T can’t marry you.”

Mr Collins didn’t believe her, “T know that it's normal for a
young lady to say ‘no” in the beginning even when she means
‘yes’,” he answered. “T'm not depressed. Please think about it
and I'll ask you again tomorrow.”

“Believe me, I'm serious about my answer,” Elizabeth said.
“Please don’t ask me again.” Then she lett the room.

Mrs Bennet had been waiting outside the room. She now
entered and began to congratulate Mr Collins. He thanked her
because he was certain that Elizabeth would agree to marry him.
With a smile, he told Mrs Bennet exactly what Elizabeth had
said.

Mrs Bennel wasn’t happy to hear this. “Elizabeth doesn’t say
things she doesn’t mean,” Mrs Bennet said to herself. “I’ll go to
her father immediately, Together. we'll force her to marry Mr
Collins. She may never receive another offer of marriage. She
must agree, he’s very rich.”

Mrs Bennet found her husband and told him what had
happened. He called Elizabeth into the room. “Elizabeth,
I understand that you have refused to marry Mr Collins,”
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Mr Bennet said in a serious voice.

“If you don’t marry him, I'll never speak to you again,”
Mrs Bennet said angrily.

“And if you do marry him, I'll never speak to you again!”
Mr Bennet said with a smile. Elizabeth was his favourite daughter
and he understood very well why she didn’t want to marry his
boring. arrogant cousin. Elizabeth was happy with her father’s
decision and she left the room with a smile on her face.

Mrs Bennet was very disappointed. Without her husband’s
help, she couldn’t force Elizabeth to marry his cousin. She and
Mr Collins had to accept Elizabeth’s decision. Mr Collins would
have to find someone else to marry.

CHAPTER 4 - _ Mg Wickuam

It didn’t take Mr Collins a long time to find someons else
to marry after Elizabeth refused him. Elizabeth’s good friend.
Charlotte, lived near the Bennets and the two families met
very often. The day after Elizabeth refused Mr Collins, the two
families had dinner together. Elizabeth noticed that Mr Collins
paid a lot of attention to Charlotte but she was sure her friend
would find him stupid and boring. But she was wrong about this.

The day after the dinner, Mr Collins went to Charlotte's
home and proposed marriage to her. Charlotte accepted him
immediately, Then she came to tell Elizabeth about her decision.
“Oh, Charloite!” Elizabeth exclaimed. “How can you rmarry
Mr Collins! I know you don't love him.”

“Elizabeth, I'm not a romantic person like you,” Charlotte
explained. “I want a comfortable home and independence from
my parents. I'm already twenty-seven! Pethaps this is my last
ﬁ};pgmmily to get a husband and be secure for the rest of my
e,

Elizabeth was sad to hear this, She believed her friend
would never be happy after her marriage. Elizabeth knew that
she would only marry someone she really loved. She would not
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marry for convenience. or for money, like Charlotte and many
other women she knew.
44O

The Bennets lived near a town called Meryton. At this time.
a group of army officers was stationed there. The two youngest
Bennet girls, Lydia and Kitty, spent much of their time visiting
this town. They knew many of the officers, who gave them a lot
of attention. Lydia and Kitty loved male attention!

One day, Lydia and Kitty persuaded Jane and Elizabeth to
go with them on their walk to Meryton. Mary preferred to stay at
home with her books and piano. As the four girls walked down
the main street, they met an officer they knew and he introduced
them to Mr Wickham, another officer who had just arrived.
Mr Wickham was handsome and pleasant and he impressed all
the girls.

Mr Wickham was handsome and pleasant and he impressed all the girly.
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While they were all standing together and talking, Mr
Bingley and Mr Darcy rode by on their horses. They stopped to
talk to the girls. Mr Bingley was very happy to see Jane. “T was
Jjust on my way to your home to see how you were feeling,” he
told her.

Mr Darcy looked at Mr Wickham and his face suddenly
changed completely. “That’s strange.” Elizabeth thought, “they
both look shocked. Why?”

But she couldn’t ask Mr Darcy about it because he quickly
rode away without saying anything, and Mr Bingley followed
him. Elizabeth told Jane what she had seen, but neither could
think of an explanation for this strange reaction.

The next evening, the girls and Mr Collins were invited to a
neighbour’s house. Mr Wickham was there too and he sat next
to Elizabeth. “I hope he explains why he and Darcy had such a
strange reaction to each other,” Elizabeth thought. She didn’t
have to wait long. A few minutes later, Mr Wickham turned to
Elizabeth. “Why is Mr Darcy in this area?” he asked.

"He's staying with his friend, Mr Bingley,” Elizabeth
answered. “I understand that he has got a large house and a lot
of property in another part of the country.”

“That’s true,” said Wickham, “he’s very rich. T've been
connected to his family since [ was born.”

Elizabeth was surprised by this and asked to hear more.

“Do you know Darcy well?” Wickham asked her,

“I know him quite well and [ think he’s unpleasant in every
way,” Elizabeth answered firmly. “All our neighbours think he
is arrogant and vain, and no one likes him.”

“I'm happy that you feel this way,” said Wickham, “because
now I can tell you my story. Mr Darcy’s father was my father’s
employer. He was always very good to me. He loved me just
like his own son. Before he died, he told me he would leave
me money and property so [ would never have to worry. But,
when he died, Darcy went against his father’s promise because
he detests me and was jealous of me, and he didn't give me
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anything, That's why 1 had to jein this regiment and become a
soldier.”

Elizabeth was shocked. “Mr Darcy is a horrible man!” she
said angrily. “He's much worse than I thought. You must tell
everybody what he did to you.”

“No.,” Wickham said quietly, I can’t do that because ['ve got
good memories of his father.”

At that moment, Mr Collins, who was sitting near Elizabeth
and Wickham, mentioned the name of Lady Catherine de
Bourgh. Mr Wickham heard him and turned to Elizabeth again.

“You know. of course, that Lady Catherine is Darcy’s aunt.
Her daughter is expected to marry Mr Darcy.” he explained.
“She’s also very rich, and when they marry, all the money and
property will remain in the family.”

Elizabeth smiled when she heard this. “Peor Caroline Bingley,”
she thought with a little malice. “She pays a lot of attention to
Mr Darcy and tries to make him like her. But that won’t help her.
He'll certainly marry his rich cousin and not Caroline.”

The next day, Elizabeth told Jane everything she had learned
from Mr Wickham. Jane was very surprised. “There must be
some explanation for Darcy’s behaviour,” she said. “1 can’t
believe that Mr Bingley has got such a bad friend.”

“Jane, you always want to believe that everyone is good,”
Elizabeth said, “but it’s clear that Mr Wickham is telling the
truth. He's very attractive and has made a good impression on
me. I never want to see Mr Darcy again. But, for now, let’s not
share this information with anyone else.”

CHAPTER 5 Sap NEWS FOR JANE

Time passed guietly in the Benmets’ house. Then, one
morning, Jane received an unexpected letter from Caroline
Bingley. She opened it and her face went pale. She and Elizabeth
went upstairs to their room together. Jane gave Elizabeth the
letter and she read the shocking news.
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My dear Jane,

Charles and I have decided ¢o leave Nethedfield Park
and veturn 20 London with Mr Darey. When you receive this
letter, we will already be gone. Charler has go¢ some business
in London and we will remain there wizh him, We will not
rezutn for at least six manths, ar maybe wot at all,

 We have got angther reason fir leaving: Mr Darcy
misses his sister, Gegrgiana. He is her guardian becaure their
parents are dead. She is beautifil, elegant and talented in
many wayr. Charles has admired her for a long time, Now, he
will get a chance 2o see her frequently and I hape that theyll
marry oue day, and shell be a sister #0 me.

I will wiics you, my dear Jane, We became gsod friends
during mty time in Netherfield Park, T wish you luck, You
have got mavy friends, so I'm sure you won't wiiss us!

Yaur friend, |
Caraline Bingley

Jane sat on her bed and eried. “I love Charles and I thought
he loved me,” she said through her tears. “But Caroline makes
it clear that Charles never loved me and doesn’t want me Lo be
his wife.”

“I don't believe that. 1 saw how Charles looked at you and
behaved with you. I believe, without a doubt, that he loves
you,” Elizabeth said, angrily. “But Caroline doesn’t want him
to marry you. You're not rich enough, in her opinion. Also, if
her brother marries Darcy's sister, Caroline thinks she’ll have a
better chance to marry Darcy, That's what she wants. But, you'll
see, Charles will return to you. Caroline won't be able to change
his mind about his love for you.”
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After Elizabeth spoke to her, Jane became less sad. She
hoped that Elizabeth was right. The two sisters decided not to tell
Mrs Bennet the entire truth. They only told her that Caroline and
Darcy wouldn’t return. But they let her think that Charles would
soon be in Netherfield Park again. Mrs Bennet immediately
began planning a dinner party for him, and she was busy with
that for a while.

A week passed and Jane didn’t hear anything from Charles.
Then, another letter arrived from Caroline. In the letter she
wrote that they were all enjoying themselves in London. Now
it was clear to both Jane and Elizabeth that Charles Bingley
was not coming back. “I'm very sad about Charles,” Jane said
to Elizabeth, “but I'll be strong and I'll ry to forget him. He's
a wonderful man and T don’t feel angry with him. I also don’t
believe that Caroline can influence him against me.”

“Jane, you're such a good person,” Elizabeth said to her,
“and you always think everyone else is good too. | admire that,
but I don't always agree with you.”

During this time, the Bennet family often saw Mr Wickham.
Elizabeth enjoyed his company and liked to talk to him. By now,
he had told the story of his relationship with Darcy to many
people. “We didn't like Darcy,” the neighbours said, “but now
we detest him.”

Soon, the Bennets received a visit from Mr and Mrs Gardiner,
an aunt and uncle who lived in London. They heard that Jane was
unhappy and they invited her to come and stay with them. “The
best thing for a broken heart is a change of scene,” Mrs Gardiner
said to Jane. “I know that Charles Bingley is in London too. But
we live in a different part of the city and our friends are not the
same. You won't have to see him."”

Before Mr and Mrs Gardiner left with Jane, Mrs Gardiner
asked to speak to Elizabeth alone. “Elizabeth, [ see that you
spend a lot of time with Mr Wickham,” she said. “I hope you
won’t have any illusions. 1 know his story. He’s looking for a
rich wife because he hasn’t got any money of his own.”
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“Don’t worry, my dear aunt,” Elizabeth said with a smile, “I
think Wickham is very nice. But I'm not in love with him and T
don’t think he’s in love with me. I don’t want to marry him!™

Tane left for London with her aunt and uncle. After some
time, Elizabeth received this letter from her.

Dear Elizabeth,

! wrote to Caroline when | arvived in London. |
still thought that she was my friend. After two weeks,
she finally came to see me, alone, without Charles.
She was very cold and stayed only a few minutes. She
said that Charles was very busy. He knows that Um in
London but he chiooses not to see me. She mentioned
that fie might never return to Netherfield Park. | now
understand that you were right about her. She's not a
good person. 7

1 will now try to forget Charles and Caroline and
only think abont the goed things in my life.

Vour loving sister,

Jane

Elizabeth was sad to read this letter. “Now Jane knows the
truth and she won't have any more illusions about Charles,” she
thought. “She can continue with her life. T hope Charles will
marry Miss Darcy. Wickham says she’s not a pleasant or good
person. | want Charles to suffer and be sorry that he left Jane.”

Then another letter arrived from Mrs Gardiner, who was still
worried that Elizabeth was involved with Wickham. Elizabeth
answered the letter immediately.
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Dean Aunt,

Pllease don't worny abput we. JMa QWickham 1
now paying attention to a xich young lady and not to me.
G not suffering at all and this proves that 9 was never
in Pove with him. §'m mabing plans to visit my fuiend,
Chanlotte, who t¢ wow mangied to M Collis.

Youts,
Eligaboth

CHAPTER 6 A SurprisinG ProPOSAL

Charlotte was living with her new husband, Mr Collins, on
Lady Catherine de Bourgh's estate.

“T don't want to see Mr Collins,” Elizabeth thought to
herself, “But Charlotte has been my good friend for many years
and she wants me to come. Things are not very interesting al
home now. Mr Wickham is busy with his new lady friend and 1
don’t see him any more. Jane is in London and at least I can visit
her on my way to Charlotte’s house.”

Elizabeth travelled to London in a carriage. She left early in
the morning and at noon she was already at the Gardiners’ horme.
She and Jane were delighted to see each other. but Elizabeth saw
that her sister wasn't happy. It was clear that she still thought
about Charles Bingley, and this made Elizabeth sad.

The next day, Elizabeth continued her trip and finally arrived
at Charlotte’s house. Charlotte was happy to see her old friend.
Mr Collins hadn’t changed since his marriage, and Elizabeth was
sad that her friend had married such an unpleasant, boring man..
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Elizabeth finalty arrived ar Charlotte's house,

On the morning of the second day, Lady Catherine’s
daughter, Miss de Bourgh, came to visit. She invited Mr and Mrs
Collins and Elizabeth to come to dinner at her mother's home.
Mr Collins was delighted and couldn’t stop talking about the
invitation. Elizabeth had other thoughts, “Miss de Bourgh is thin,
sickly and arrogant,” she said 10 herself. “I hope Darcy marries
her and that he’ll be unhappy with her!”

The next evening, Elizabeth accompanied Mr Collins and
Charlotte to Lady Catherine’s impressive house. Lady Catherine,
4 tall, formidable woman, never stopped talking from the
moment they an'ivef. She spoke with authority about every
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subject and tried to make everyone feel inferior. She asked
Elizabeth many insulting questions about herself and her family,
which the young lady answered with courage and spirit, but she
was happy when the evening was over.

e |
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Lady Catherine asked Elizabeth many insulting guesiions
about herself and her family,

Then, Elizabeth heard that Mr Darcy was visiting his aunt.
She didn’t want to see him and was sure that he felt the same
way. But, one morning, Darcy artived at the Collins™ home
with his cousin, Colonel Fitzwilliam. Elizabeth hadn’t met the
Colonel before but found him very pleasant, Darcy however,
was distant and reserved, as always. He asked Elizabeth about
her family. )

“My sister Jane has been in London for three months now,”
Elizabeth said. “Have you seen her?”

Darcy looked a little confused and said, “No. I ha_vcn’t seen
your sister.” Elizabeth didn’t ask him any more questions.
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Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam began to visit the Collins’
home every day.

“1 think that Mr Darcy admires you, Elizabeth,” Charlotte
said one day.

“No, that's not possible,” Elizabeth said firmly. “He has
nothing to say to me when he sees me. I think he only comes to
visit because he's bored with his aunt and her daughter.” But it
was certainly true that Darcy was visiting them very frequently.

Colonel Fitzwilliam spoke to Elizabeth each time he saw her
and seemed to enjoy her company. One day they were walking
together in the nearby park. “I want to tell you, Elizabeth, that
I’m the younger son in the family and, therefore, I haven’t got
a lot of money,” Fitzwilliam said. “TI’1l have to marry someone
rich. I'm not like my cousin, Darcy, who can do anything he
wants.”

“He's warning me to have no expectations of marrying him,”
Elizabeth said to herself, “but fortunately, I'm not in love with
him, just as I wasn't with Wickham.” They continued walking
and talking. Then, Elizabeth mentioned Charles and Caroline
Bingley.

“Oh yes, [ know them,” Fitzwilliam said, “Charles is Darcy’s
closest friend and Darey did something important for him, He
saved him from marrying a woman who was not suitable.”

“He's speaking about Jane,” Elizabeth thought. She was
shocked. “I thought it was Caroline who influenced her brother
to leave Jane. Now I understand that it was Darey who did that
terrible thing.”

“But why was the young lady not suitable?” Elizabeth asked,
innocently.

“I don’t know the details,” replied the Colonel. “I only know
there were strong objections against her.”

Elizabeth was so angry that she left Fitzwilliam immediately,
That evening she didn’t go to Lady Catherine’s for dinner. She
didn’t want to see Darcy, who was still at his aunt’s. “How
could there be objections to Jane?" she thought as she sat in the
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Collins’ home. "She’s beautiful, intelligent, and the best person
1 know.”

Sudéenly, the doorbell rang and, a minute later Mr Darcy‘
came into the room. He was very agitated. He stood in front of
Elizabeth, and said with emotion, “I have struggled against my
feelings for you but I can’t fight them any more. I don’t care that
you haven’t got any money or connections. I love you and have
done so for a long time. I want to marry you.”

Elizabeth was astonished. "1 suppose that I should thank you
for this compliment,” she said in a cold voice. “But 1 certainly
will sor marry you, Mr Darcy. I don’t love you and I've got
a very bad opinion of you. First of all. T detest the way you
treated Mr Wickham. But even worse than that. T now know that
you ruined my sister Jane’s chance for happiness with Charles
Bingley, and I can never forgive you for that!”

“F don't love you and I've got a very bad opinion of you,” Elizabetl satd.
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CHAPTER 7 B A LETTER FROM DARCY

Elizabeth and Darcy stood in the room and looked at each
other after she had said her angry words to hirm. They were both
pale and trembling with emotion.

“From the moment I met you, [ thought you were arrogant
and vain,” Elizabeth said, angrily. “I saw that you didn’t care
about the feelings of other people. You are the last man in the
world that I would marry!”

“I see you have got a very bad opinion of me,” Darcy said.
“I'm sorry that I told you about my love for you, I won’t bother
you any more. | hope you have good health and happiness in the
fature.” With these words, Darcy left the room.

Elizabeth was very agitated and cried for a long time after
he lefl. *I can’t believe that Darcy told Charles not to marry
Jane because she wasn’t “suitable’ for him,” Elizabeth thought.
“There is no difference between Jane and 1. We aren't rich and
we haven't got any important connections. Our family doesn’t
always act well in society. Yet, he wants to marry me. Why am
1 *suitable’ for him?”

Elizabeth soon heard Charlotte and Mr Collins arriving
home, and she quickly went to her room. She didn’t want to talk
to anyone that night.

The next morning, Elizabeth woke up feeling very confused.
She decided to go for a walk after breakfast to clear her head.
She had just left the house when she heard someone call her
name. Darcy was standing near the house.

“I waited for you to come out of the house,” he said. “I've
written you a letter. Please read it." Elizabeth took the letter
and Darcy left without saying anything else. She opened the
envelope and saw that the letter was very long. The date at the
lop showed that Darcy had written it that morning. Elizabeth
began to read the letter.
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pear Elizabeth,

| wowt vepeat the things | satd to You yesterday. 1 will
wevey propose marringe to You agatw. | wnow understa wol
yow detest e, and { wank to forget what happened. Buk You
aeeused wee of two things and | thing You should know the
trukh about them.

First, yow said | convineed Charles to Leave Jane. That's
e, but | want to explain why. Like everijone, | saw that
ehartes preferved Jane to Bny other girl. | observed hiv
carefully and | saw he was in Love with her. t heard nosours
that Your family was expecting a marriage between thew.

Thew, t began to observe Jans. She was always pleasant
to Charles, but [ didwt see that he touched her heart. | was
sertaln that she didn’t Love hin the way he Loved her Whew
Chavles Left for London, his sister Cavoling and | discussed
it. She agreea theve were many reasons why the MBrTLAGE
would wot be & good Lden, One reason was the poor flnaneial
situation of your fanily. Another reason was the behaviowr
of Your parents and of Your yYounger sicters, although theve
wis wever anything wrong with your behaviowr or Jane's.

Bk what really convineed we against the marriage
was the indifference | saw bn Jane's behaviouy to Charles. 1
am Charles’ slosest friend and | only want his happiness.
caroline and | told hin we didw't believe Jane loved hine. He
is @ modest wman and was convineed by what we satd, We
didwt tell him Jane was in Lowdow, and thet's why he never
cawme to seg her

| understand frow what You satd Last night, L was
wrong about Jane's feslinge for Charles. ' sorry thurk her
and also you. But | veally believed something differant. This
is wy answer to your first aceusation.

32

A LETTER FROM DARCY

Now, | wank to reply to Your second accusation. You said
| had treated wickhan badly. | dow't lenow what he told You,
biat | will now tell yow the trath about this man.

Mr wickhans father managed wy father's estate for
mwawy years. He was & good wan anel ey father Loved him
and his sow. My father paid for the boy's edueation. It was
decided that wickhawm would become a pastor and my father
wowld Lok for & good place for hine to Live and work. we
were about the sane age and | kunew wiskham's behaviour
was wot good o woral. But | disha’t want to tell my father
this because he would be disappointed, and so he sontinued
to have & good oplmion of Wickham, even though it was not

Justified.

My father digd five years ago. I his will, he wrote that
1 showld help Wiskhan iw his church oaresr and give hin
MOMEY EVErY onth. After my father's death, wickham
Linformced me he didin't want to be @ pastor. He asked me to
give him all the money wey father had Left him bumediotely
anel wot every month, [ did thie, and thew heard he was
spewding the woney very fast. we didw't see each other any
wiove pluring this time.

After three years, he wrote to say that he had speat all
iy father's money. Now he wanted wae to Look for @ position
for hivw on ey estote, the save position which he had vefused
before. 1 didw't agree becanse [ knew he had a bad character.
Adter that, e did sowething terrible,

Vou know tve beew the guardian of my sister, Georglana,
siwce our parents died, She s ten years younger thaw me
and a very sensitive, innooent girl.

A year age, | sent her to Londow ko Live with an older
workain who would take care of all her needs and edweation.
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i Suddenly, wickham appeared at the house and

| persuaded Georglana that he Loved her and wanted to

| marry her. My sister was only 15 Lears old awd she
believed wickhaw's prowises. Luskily, [ arvived befove the
planned wariage. ceorglana told wme the ewsive story and
1 inumediately orderes wickham to Leave and never see her
again. [ kmew why wickham wanted to marry Georgiana
and it was sertainly wot because ke Loved herl She owiae a

| large fortune and he wanted it. He also wanted to revenge

| hineself on me. He keinows | love my sister and he wanted

‘ to bt both of us. Last wight, | was tos ek awd upset to
explain this tp Yow. Biek | wank You to Rinow the truth.
Goodbye, and cod bless Yow.
Barey

Elizabeth read the letter again and again. “It can’t be true!”
she thought to herself at first. Then she remembered many things
that Wickham had said which made Darcy secem like a bad
person. She also remembered that Wickham had lost interest in

her when he found another woman who wais very rich.

Elizabeth read the letter again and again.
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Elizabeth thought about what Darcy had said about Jane. She
realised that Jane could seem indifferent becavse she didn't show
her emotions easily. Only Elizabeth knew about her sister’s deep
feelings for Charles. Elizabeth didn’t blame Darcy any more for
what he had done. She saw that he had good qualities, but she
had no romantic feelings for him and was satisfied that she had
refused his proposal.

Later that day. Elizabeth heard that Darcy and his cousin had
left the area, and she wasn’t sorry.

CHAPTER 8 AT Darcy’s House

Elizabeth stayved with Charlotte and Mr Collins for another
week, but she wasn’t in good spirits. Her thoughts returned
again and again to Darey’s letter. Finally, it was time to leave and
Elizabeth travelled by carriage to London. There, she met Jane,
who was still at the house of Mr and Mrs Gardiner. Together, the
two sisters returned to their own home. Elizabeth had so much to
tell her sister but she couldn’t discuss anything on the way home
because there were other people in the carriage.

For the first time in months, the entire Bennet family was
together for dinner and it was a noisy meal. Elizabeth waited
until she and Jane were alone in their room to talk to her sister.
She had decided not to tell Jane anything about the reasons
for Charles Bingley’s behaviour. The truth would not change
anything. It would only hurt her feelings more because it was
clear that Jane still loved Bingley.

Instead, Elizabeth told Jane about Darcy's proposal and
about her own reaction to it.

“I'm sorry for Mr Darcy,” Jane said after she had heard the
story. “He must be very disappointed that you don’t want to
marry him.”

“Yes, I'm sorry for him too,” Elizabeth agreed, “but I
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can’t marry someone that I don’t love. Now, I've got another
surprising thing to tell you. We were very wrong to believe all
the things Mr Wickham told us.”

She then explained to Jane what had really happened between
Wickham and Darcy. Jane was shocked by the story. “Wickham
acted very badly,” she said sadly. “We thought that he was such
a good, honest man, and that Darcy wasn't good. But now we
know it's really the opposite.”

“Yes. Jane,” Elizabeth said quietly. “I had only prejudice
against Mr Darcy. I never had a good thought about him, But
now, we have to decide something important. Should we tell our
family and friends the truth about Wickham?”

“No. I don’t think it’s necessary,” Jane said. “Wickham's
regiment is soon moving from Meryton to Brighton. That's far
away. No one in the neighbourhood will see him any more.
So, there's really no reason t tell people the truth about him.
Perhaps he will change one day and become a better person.”

The next week was very busy at the Bennets’ house. Lydia
was depressed that the army officers were moving away. She
loved to flirt with them. Mrs Bennet wanted to keep Lydia happy
and she tried to convince Mr Bennel to take the family for a
holiday to Brighton. He didn’t agree to this and they continued
to complain and make the atmosphere unpleasant.

Then, one day, Lydia came home with a happy face, “Mrs
Foster, the wife of one of the officers, has invited me to go to
Brighton with her. She’s my friend. It’s going to be wonderful!
Can [ go?”

Elizabeth was worried about this invitation, and she went
o speak to her father about it. “Lydia is only 16,” she said.
“She isn’t very intelligent and she often acts stupidly, without
thinking. She flirts with all the officers and any man who looks
at her. I'm afraid she’ll get into trouble and something bad will
happen. Please don’t allow her to go to Brighton!”

“You and Jane are very serious and respectable.” Mr Bennet
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said. “Your younger sisters are not like you, but for some reason
vour mother supports their behaviour. If 1 don’t allow Lydia to
go, she and your mother will not give me any peace. [ want peace
and quiet in the house, so I'm allowing her to go.”

Elizabeth was not happy with this response but she couldn’t
change her father’s opinion, and Lydia left for Brighton with
Mrs Foster.

Now, Elizabeth prepared herself for a trip which Mr and
Mrs Gardiner had promised her. She would travel with her
uncle and aunt for three weeks through a part of England called
Derbyshire. Elizabeth knew that Darcy's estate, Pemberley, was
in that area.

“Derbyshire is a big area, with many estates,” Elizabeth said
to herself. “There’s no chance we'll meet Darcy. I don’t want to
be in an uncomfortable position.”

On the first day of their journey, they arrived at a small hotel
to spend the night. “Tomorrow, we'll visit Pemberley,” Mrs
Gardiner said to Elizabeth. “It’s the closest estate to this own,
I'm sure it will interest you because you know Mr Darcy and Mr
Wickham, who both grew up there.”

Elizabeth hadn’t told her aunt and uncle about Darcy’s
proposal and her refusal. She alse hadn’t told them what she
knew about Wickham. Therefore, she had no logical reason to
refuse to visit Pemberley. “T only hope that Darcy isn’t there
right now,” Elizabeth thought, anxiously.

The next morning, the Gardiners and Elizabeth drove to
Pemberley in a carriage. Elizabeth looked at Darcy’s elegant
house, the beautiful gardens and the forest which surrounded
it. The beauty of everything surprised her. The housekeeper
quickly opened the door and invited them lo come in. “Mr
Darcy isn’t here now,” she said, “but he’ll return tomorrow with
Georgiana and some friends. Come, I'll show you the house.”

Elizabeth breathed more easily when she heard this.

“Mr Darcy is the best master anyone could have,” the
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‘housekccpcr said as they walked through all the beautiful rooms,
T have known him since he was four years old and Ive never
heard a bad word from him. Here, look at this piano. Mr Darcy

bought it as a surprise for his sister. He does everything he can
to make her happy.”

“Mr Darcy bought it as a surprise for his sister,” the housekeeper said.

Elizabeth’s respect for Darcy grew with every word she
heard from the housekeeper. His character was really much
better than she had thought. “The woman who aceepts 'Darcy’ﬁ
proposal will be mistress of this beautiful house,” Elizabeth
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thought to herself. “I don’t regret my decision, but I have got a
better opinion of him now. I was wrong about him.”

The Gardiners and Elizabeth finished their tour of the house
and went out into the garden, And then, the most unexpected
thing happened — Darcy suddenly appeared. He was walking
towards the house!

CHAPTER 9 ANOTHER VISIT 10 PEMBERLEY

“The housekeeper said that Darcy was coming tomerrow!”
Elizabeth thought, in & panic. “I haven’t seen him since his
marriage proposal. He must be very angry with me. He will
certainly be unpleasant o us now.”

Just then, her eyes met Darcy’s eyes. His face became red
and so did hers. But he controlled his embarrassment and said
hello to them politely. He asked Elizabeth about her family in
a sincere voice. Elizabeth had never been so uncomfortable in
her life. “It was a mistake to come here,” she said to hersell.
“He'll think that [ wanted to see him. It’s strange that he’s being
so pleasant to me and to my aunt and uncle. They aren’t people
who belong to his level of society or have got much money or
property.” Darcy now accompanied Elizabeth to her carriage.
On the way, she explained that she had been told that he was
arriving at Pemberley the next day and that she hadn't expected
to see him.

“My housekeeper was right,” Darcy said. “That was my
original plan. But then, [ decided to come today. Tomorrow,
Charles Bingley and his sister are arriving. My sister, Georgiana,
is coming with them. I would like you to meet her. Will you
agree to that?” Elizabeth was surprised by Darcy’s request and,
of course, agreed to meet Georgiana the next day.

The next morning, Darcy’s sister arrived. Elizabeth had
expected her to be an arrogant, vain young woman. But she was
a shy young girl and Elizabeth liked her immediately.
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A few minutes later, Charles Bingley walked into the room,
Elizabeth watched him closely to see how he acted towards
Georgiana. Charles’ sister, Caroline, said in her letter to Jane
that her brother was interested in Georgiana and wanted to
marry her. But Elizabeth saw no sign of this. Then Charles
asked about Jane. “How is she? I haven’t seen your sister for a
long time,” he said, and Elizabeth heard regret in his voice. This
pleased her and gave her hope that Jane and Charles might still
have a future together.

“T haven’t got any bad feelings towards Charles,” Elizabeth
thought. “Now I know that he left Jane only because he believed
she didn’t love him. How blind people are!”

Darcy invited Elizabeth and her aunt and uncle to stay and
have dinner at Pemberley. The evening passed very pleasantly
and soon it was time for them to return to their hotel, It was clear
to the Gardiners that Darcy had special feelings for Elizabeth
but they were very discreet and didn't ask her any guestions
about it. They had changed their opinion about Darcy — he was
not at all arrogant, but a kind, generous man.

The next day, the Gardiners met some friends in a small
town near Pemberley. Their friends told them that Darcy had
4 good name and was very respected in the area. But. from
them, they learned that Wickham had not acted with integrity
at Pemberley. When he left, he owed money to a lot of people
and Darcy paid Wickham’s debts for him. This surprised the
Gardiners. Like most people, they had thought that Wickham
was a charming man who was only looking for a rich wife
because he had no money of his own. Now, they understood that
he was not a good person and they were happy that Elizabeth
was not involved with him.

The next morning, Darcy invited Mr Gardiner to go fishing
with him on his estate. Mrs Gardiner and Elizabeth decided to
return to Pemberley to visit Georgiana while the men were out.
But when they entered Pemberley, they found Charles’ sister,
Caroline, sitting with Georgiana. Caroline wasn’t happy to see
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Elizabeth and made this very clear during the visit.

Elizabeth was very confused. She couldn’t decide if she
wanted to see Darcy or not. Her feelings about him were
constantly changing. One thing was very clear to her: she was
certainly not indifferent to him.

Finally, Darcy walked into the room. From that moment,
Caroline’s eyes moved [rom him to Elizabeth all the time. S_he
was trying to discover what their relationship was. “Caroh.nf
is jealous of anyone that Darcy looks at or pays anennlon lo,
Elizabeth thought to herself, “She wants Darcy for herself. If she
knew he had proposed marriage to me, she would be shocked
and angry.” 1

“I've heard that the army regiment has left Meryton,
Caroline said nastily. “That must be depressing for your family,
especially your sisters.” She didn’t mention \}"iukham, but
everyone in the room knew she was referring to him.

“Caroline is trying to hurt me,” Elizabeth thought. “She
knows that T was friendly with Wickham. But she doesn’t know
that she’s hurting Darcy and Georgiana when she speaks al_mut
him. She doesn’t know that Wickham tried to marry Georgiana
and that Darcy detests him for that.”

Georgiana had become pale and didn’t lift her head after
Caroline’s words. “She remembers her bad experience with
Wickham,” Elizabeth thought, with compassion.

Soon after this, Elizabeth and the Gardiners said goodbye,
and left for the hotel. As soon as they left the room, Caroline
began saying unpleasant things about Elizabeth. “I think that
Elizabeth has become uglier,” Caroline said to Darcy. “What do
you think?” \

“] think she’s the most beautiful woman | know,” Darcy said,
angrily. He left the room and Caroline was left alone, thinking
about the mistake she had just made.
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CHAPTER 10 ) = TERRIELE NEWS

When Elizabeth and the Gardiners returned from Pemberley,
there were two letters waiting there from Jane. Elizabeth opened
the first one. It had been sent five days previously.

Dear Elizabeth,

Something terrible has happened. Lydia hias run away
to Seotltand with My Wickham! They have decided to get
married and it's easy to do that in Scotland. Wickham
must really love her. He knows that our family can't give
Lydia much money and, still, he has decided to marvy fer,
It’s fortunate that we didn’t tell anyone about Wickham'’s
bad behaviour in the past.

Jane

Elizabeth couldn’t believe it! She opened the second letter
quickly. It said:

My dear sister,

The situation is much worse than we understood at
first. Wickham and Lydia didn't go to Scotland. Nobody
Fkrows exactly where they are. There are rumours that
they went to London. One of Wickham’s friends told us
that Wickhan doesn't intend to marry Lydia and that we
ean’t trust hin

Mother hias become ill because of this and doesn’t
want to leave her room all day. Father is going to London to
fook for Lydia. We think that fie shouldn't be alone there,
He needs Mr Gardiner to help him and to keep him ecalm.

| need you, Elizabeth! Please come home immediately.
Jane
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Elizabeth ran to the hotel entrance. She asked a servant to go
and call Mr and Mrs Gardiner, who had gone for a walk. At that
moment, Darcy entered the hotel. He looked at Elizabeth and his
face became very concerned. “Elizabeth, what happened?” he
asked in a worried voice. “You look ill.”

“Elizabeth, what happened?” Darcy asked in a worried voice.

“I've just had some terrible news,” Elizabeth replied. Tears
were running down her face. “My sister Lydia has run away
with Wickham and nobody knows where they are. If l had told
everybody the truth about Wickham after I heard it from you,
this wouldn't have happened.”
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Darcy listened to Elizabeth in silence. At that moment,
Elizabeth understood everything very clearly, “My feelings for
Darcy have changed completely. | could certainly love him.”
she thought to herself, sadly. “But, now Lydia has dishonoured
the family. He wouldn’t want to marry me any more. He has too
much pride for that,”

Elizabeth told Darcy that she was leaving immediately
and went to her room ta prepare for the journey. Mr and Mrs
Gardiner soon arrived and she explained the situation to them.
Within an hour, the three of them were in a carriage on their way
to the Bennets’ house and they spoke about the situation,

“Elizabeth, perhaps it's not as bad as you think,” Mr Gardiner
said. “Wickham knows that he’|) destroy his reputation and his
career in the army if he doesn’t marry Lydia. They can’t just live
together,”

“But Wickham will never marry a woman who hasn’t got any
money,” Elizabeth said with certainty. “Lydia is a young, stupid
girl who only wants to have a good time. She doesn't think about
her future or her reputation. Wickharm has no honour or integrity,
Jane and 1 knew this but we didn‘t warn Lydia to stay away from
him. 'l always he sorry that we didn’t do that.”

The carriage finally arrived and Jane was happy that they
had returned so quickly. “Father is still in London, but he has no
NEWs 1o report,” she explained, “Mother is afraid that if he finds
Wickham, there will be a light and terrible things will happen.”

“T'll go to London immediately,” said Mr Gardiner. “Your
father can stay with me in my house and we’ll ook for Lydia
and Wickham together,

The days passed slowly and Cveryone was anxious. They
all waited for news. Some neighbours came to visit and sajd
that Wickham owed money to many people in Meryton, Then,
a letter arrived from an officer in Wickham'’s regiment, He said
that Wickham had also left debts in Brighton. Now, EVEryone
knew what sort of person Wickham really was, and that they
could expect only bad hehaviour from him.
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Two days later, Mr Bennet returned home. “T'm S0ITY,
Elizabeth,” he said to his daughter. “You tried to persuade me
not to let Lydia go to Brighton alone. Why didn’t T listen to you?
I made a mistake.”

The next day, a letter arrived from Mr Gardiner. who had
continued to look for Lydia and Wickham in London. He
wrote:

My dear family,
! have finafly found Lydia and Wickham! They are
living togethar although they are not married But
Wickham is willing to marry her on one condition: You
must agree to give him o certain amount of money
immediately and another sum of money every month To
my surprise, the amount of maney ke requests is not too
much I'm sure you con give hitm what he wants.
| have already agreed that Lydia can get married in
our house. I'm sure +hat you will approve of my decision,
My Gardiner {
“Of course 1 agree,” Mr Bennet said to Elizabeth and Jane
after he had read the letter, “but I'm positive that Wickham wants
much more money than Mr Gardiner writes. He owes money
to many people. I suspect Mr Gardiner is also giving Wickham
money, too. Your uncle is a good man and he wants to help us.
He doesn’t want me to feel bad that T can’t pay more,”
“T know Wickham, and I agree with you about the money,”
Elizabeth said. i
“Let’s hope that Lydia and Wickham will be happy after
they are married, and we’ll all forget thal there were so many
problems in the beginning,” said Jane. As always, she tried to
find something good in every situation.
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CHAPTER 11 ! Tk Trurd Asout Darcy

Mr Bennet wrote to Mr Gardiner that he agreed to all
of Wickham’s conditions. It was now certain that Lydia and
Wickham would soon be married in London, Jane and Elizabeth
went to tell their mother the news, Mrs Bennet was delighted!
She didn't care that they had to pay Wickham to marry her
daughter. She forgot that Lydia and Wickham had lived together
before marriage and that this was a dishonour for the family.

“Finally, one of my daughters is getting married,” she
exclaimed, happily. “My objective in life is to see all of you
married. This is a wonderful beginning,”

Then a letter arrived from Mr Gardiner. In it, he explained
that Wickham would not go back to his old regiment. Someona
had offered him a different army job. He and Lydia would live
in the north, far from the Bennets” house. On their way to their
new home, the young couple wanted to visit Lydia’s family. At
first, Mr Bennet didn’t agree. “Wickham and Lydia behaved very
badly and I don’t want to see them,” he said, angrily. But Mrs
Bennet begged him to let them visit. Tane and Elizabeth were
sorry for Lydia and finally convinced their father (o agree to the
visit.

“Lydia must feel horrible,” Jane said to Elizabeth, when they
were alone. “She has caused so much trouble for herself, and for
the family.”

“I don’t understand why Wickham wants to come,” Elizabeth
said. “Isn't he embarrassed to see the family after his terrible
behaviour? How can he demand money Lo marry Lydia?”

But, when the young couple arrived, it was clear that Lydia
didn’t feel bad about her situation at all. She was as noisy and
wild as always. She talked all the time and didn’t notice that her
father and her two older sisters were very quiet. Wickham was,
as usual, charming and also acted as if nothing had happened.

The next morning, Lydia sat with Elizabeth, “I haven't told
you about my wedding yet,” she said. *You weren't in the room
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Lydia was as noisy and wild as always.
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when I told the rest of the family. It was a wonderfal wedding.
Our uncle and aunt, the Gardiners, came to church with me, And
Mr Darcy was so helpful and kind.”

“Mr Darcy?” exclaimed Elizabeth, with astonishment.

“Oh, he came to the church with Wickham,” said Lydia.
Then she put her hand over her mouth. 1 forgot! I promised not
to say anything about Mr Darcy.”

Elizabeth controlled her feelings and said, “If it's a secret, I
won’t ask you anything more.” But when Lydia went out of the
room, Elizabeth immediately wrote a letter to Mrs Gardiner.

My dear aunt,
~ Plense expllain something to e, Why was My Darey
at Sydia’s wedding? FHe's not past of our fawily, and he
does not liko Wickhaw. 9 don't understand his actione,
Llizabeth
Mrs Gardiner’s answer arrived a day later. Elizabeth read it
with great interest,
[ My dear uese, !
| Lot veny surprized thot GOU weed on explanationl W |
| prowised Daney wot 4o reteal awgtling, but T wag eerain |'
[ that you knew what fe fad dons, Mh Dareyy eame 1o London |
| dwmedintely ogten fe Rend abou Lydia and Whckllam grom you, |
[ Hewas the one who found ten, e st spoke to Lydia cud |
| thied to convinee Ret 1o Feave “Wiekhau ond return i fer fycimity.
| She dide't agree 10 thie. She soid thar she lotred “Wickfaw and
would stay with Riw etven i Re dicu't ey fen.
Darey spoke to Wickham and they) decided togemer fow wock
money “Wickham would recaie 1o may Ludia,

[T o

_' Dancy then cane 1o M Condipr to tell Rim the conditions,
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| Mu Condier wanted to pay some of the woney bat Daey
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insisted that he would tabe care of eveything. dle would pay
Al ofy “Wickhow's debis awd abso a Large cmout elery ea
e would also frind Kin 0 wew position in the auwy, Hle agreed
that M Gardiner woutd teld your hather 1o paly o awall suw so
| that Re woutd suspeet wothing, |
' Doacy said that ke was doing evenything because R ol
responsiple thot people didw't buow SWickhan's tue character
avd that, because of this, ke fad been aerepted i soniety, and
hod wet Lydia. |
My Gordiner and [ thinke e Ros got anothen iterest iy
the notter. Thot's why T was cextaia that gou already buew
ebrengtfing.
Let me add. that we adwire Mt Daney vewy wack. e Rope
You'th tite us to Pauberbey when gou're sistress thens!
[ Your boing auxt

The letter shocked Elizabeth. Darcy had done difficult things
to find a solution to the problem. Had he done them for her? She
now felt honoured that such a man had wanted to marry her. But
she had rejected him. How stupid she had been! What would
happen now?

Soon, Lydia and Wickham departed for the north and
the Bennets’ house was quiet again. Then, a few days later,
astonishing news teached the family. Charles Bingley was
returning to Netherfield Park!

Jane felt confused. She said to Elizabeth, “I don’t know how
Lo react to this news. I think I'm indifferent to Charles Bingley.
don’t feel pain or happiness when I think about him now. I hope
[ won't see him often and I hope that Mother won’t talk about
him all the time.”

But, three days later, Mr Bingley arrived at the Bennets’
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house and Mr Darcy came with him, Now, Elizabeth was
confused too! Mrs Bennet received Mr Bingley warmly but
she was not friendly to Mr Darcy. She didn’t know what Darcy
had done for the family. She thought he was still the arrogant
man who had insulted Elizabeth when they first met and who
had treated Wickham badly. Elizabeth was embarrassed by her
mother’s behaviour but she couldn’t do anything about it, It was
impossible to explain the truth o her mother.

Jane and Bingley only spoke a few words to each other in the
beginning. But soon, their eyes were shining and it was clear o
everyone that the love between them had not disappeared,

CHAPTER 12 _Mgrs Bexner Is DELIGHTED

Jane and Charles Bingley were clearly delighted to see each
other and spoke together for a long time. But to Elizabeth’s
surprise, Darcy didn’t speak to her at all.

“Why is he so cold and indifferent towards me?” Elizabeth
thought, sadly. “He has done so much for my family and [ want
to tell him that T am grateful to him. My father and mother don't
know the truth and they aren't behaving well towards him. My
aunt and uncle were certain that he did it all to please me. Maybe
in my heart, I hoped that he could still love me. But it’s clear that
itisn’t so. I rejected him stupidly and now he dislikes me. That's
why he doesn’t come near me.”

The next day, Charles Bingley came to visit alone, “Darcy
has gone to London for a few days,” he told the family.

Elizabeth was disappointed. “I want to see Darcy,” she said
to herself. “But, perhaps, it’s better that he’s not here. Now he
can’t interfere between Jane and Charles if he still thinks she’s
not suitable for him.”

That evening, Charles Bingley asked Jane to marry him and
she accepted immediately. The whole family was happy. Mrs
Bennet was delighted because her dreams of another married
daughter were coming true. Even Mr Bennet had only good things
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That evening, Charles Bingley asked Jane to marvy hin.

to say to the couple and Kitty and Mary were already [Tlann.ing
how they would enjoy going to Netherfield Park. Jane's fac.e was
even more beautiful than usual, “T'm the happiest person in the
world,” she said over and over. And to Elizabeth she whispered,
“T only hope you will also be so happy one day.”

Mrs Bennet went to tell all the neighbours the good news.
After Lydia's bad behaviour, everyone had thought. The
poor Bennets! What a misfortune has happened to ﬂmm,_
Now everyone thought, “The fucky Bennets, their daughter is
marrying a rich and wonderful man.”

Aweek after Jane's engagement to Charles, a very unexpected
visitor arrived at the Bennets® house, Elizabeth was sitting in the
main room reading a book, when an elegant carriage arrived at
the house, After a moment, a servant came in and behind her
was Lady Catherine de Bourgh, Darcy’s aunt. The old lad}f' had
an unpleasant look on her face and sat down without saying a
word to Elizabeth. :

Then, after a few minutes, she tummed to Elizabeth. “T have
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something to tell you,” she said in an aggressive voice. “I'm
certain you know why I've come to see you.”

“No. I don’t know,” said Elizabeth, in surprise. “I thought
you were bringing me news of Mr and Mrs Collins.”

“T"ve heard some alarming news about you,” Lady Catherine
said angrily. “It seems you intend to marry my nephew, Mr
Darcy. T don't believe it’s true. I'm telling you now that T will
never agree to such a thing!”

“If you don’t believe this story then why have you come?”
Elizabeth asked in an angry voice.

“I want to hear the truth from you now, young lady.” Lady
Catherine said with a menacing voice, “Are you, or are you not.
engaged to Mr Darcy?”

“No, I'm not,” Elizabeth answered, sadly. To herself she
added, “And it’s all my fault that 'm not. I'm sad that [ can't
give a different answer to this horrible woman.”

“T won't leave here until you promise me that you will
never become engaged to him,” Lady Catherine said in a hostile
voice,

“No, Lady Catherine! I will never promise that!” Elizabeth
said strongly. “T'll do whatever I can to be happy in my life and
you can't tell me what to do.”

“I won’t allow my nephew to marry you!” Lady Catherine
shouted. “He must marry my daughter. It was decided when
they were small children that they would marry each other. They
belong together. They come from the same noble family and they
both have large fortunes. You have nothing to offer him. You
have no money, no connections and your family’s behaviour is
terrible. If Darcy dares marry you, his family will not see him
any more.”

“I don’t know how your nephew will react to your
interference,” Elizabeth said angrily, “but I've had enough of it.
You have insulted my family and me. Please leave now!”

Lady Catherine finally got into her carriage and left.
Elizabeth felt very upset and sad. “I hope that Darcy still loves
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me,” she thought to herself, “but even if he does, he won't do
anything to turn his entire family against him. I have to forget
about him. He won't return to Netherfield Park and T will never
see him again.”

But, to Elizabeth’s astonishment, Darcy arrived at her house
a few days later. He asked Elizabeth to walk in the garden with
him. Elizabeth accepted immediately. Finally, she could tell him
the things she’d wanted to say for a long time. “Thank you so
much for helping Lydia and my whole family,” Elizabeth said.
“I forced my aunt to tell me the truth about it, even though you
wanted to keep it a secret.”

“I did it all for you,” Darcy said and his voice was full of
emotion. “Please tell me the truth now. Are your feelings towards
me the same as when you rejected my proposal last time? My
feelings towards you haven't changed at all!”

“My feelings towards you haven't changed at all!” Darcy said.
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At first, Elizabeth couldn’t speak. But, finally, she managed
to tell him that her feelings had changed completely and that she
loved him and wanted to marry him.

“I had lost hope that you could love me,” Darcy said, and
his face shone with happiness. “But then, Lady Catherine told
me about your hostile reaction to her ultimatum. From that, T
understood that your feelings for me had changed and that gave
me the courage to speak to you again. [ want to marry you and
I don’t care what my family thinks about it. Their prejudice
against you is unjustified.”

Elizabeth and Darcy walked and talked together for a long
time. Darcy apologised for insulting Elizabeth when they first
met. Elizabeth apologised for judging him to be a bad person
when she didn’t know the whole truth. They finally went into
the house to announce to Mr and Mrs Bennet and the girls that
they were engaged!

At first, there was only surprise on everyone’s face. Elizabeth
had told no one, not even Jane, that her feelings for Darcy had
changed from dislike to love. Bul, when it became clear how
happy Elizabeth and Darcy were, everyone in the family became
happy too. Mrs Bennet could not believe her good luck ... Three
daughters engaged in one month!

The two weddings took place very soon. Elizabeth and Darcy
went to live at Pemberley. Darcy’s sister, Georgiana, lived with
them and she and Elizabeth soon became good friends.

Jane and Charles Bingley bought an estate very near
Pemberley and the two sisters, who were such good friends, saw
each other every day. The four of them got on very well, with
Charles and Darcy being best friends as well as brothers-in-law.
The Bennet family also visited them often. Even Lydia was
invited to visit her sisters, but without Wickham!

Kitty and Mary still needed to marry. But, with three married
daughters, two of them very rich. Mrs Bennet had nothing to
complain about any more. Life was very good for the Bennet
family now.
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The four of them got on very well
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