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4. 
1. Read the text and answer the questions below. 

Google asks its workers to spend 20% of their time on a project they like. They call this  
20% time. The workers think of an idea and try to make it work. Amazing ideas such as  
Gmail, AdSense and Google News started from 20% time projects. So we know it works  
for Google, but what about schools? Is 20% time a good idea for school students, too? 

Many schools in the USA use Google’s idea of 20% time. The students choose a project,  
find the information they need and make or write something to show the class. They don’t 
usually spend 20% of their time on the project, but teachers give them about an hour a week. 
They call this Genius Hour. 

There are no textbooks for Genius Hour, and students can choose any idea for their project.  
It can relate to science, geography, maths or any other subject. The students love Genius Hour 
and they produce fantastic projects. 

 
1. Why is 20% time good for Google? 

 

2. Who chooses the projects in 20% time and Genius Hour? 

 

3. What three steps do students do before they present their project to the class? 

 

4. How often do students work on their projects? 

 

5. What do most students think of Genius Hour? 

 
 

2 Read the statements below and find sentences in the text to show they are true. 

 1. Workers at Google don’t always work on official projects. 

 2. The idea for Genius Hour comes from 20% time. 

 3. There’s more time to work on a 20% time project than a Genius Hour project. 

 4. Students can do a project on any subject they want. 

 5. The writer thinks that Genius Hour is a great idea. 
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5. 
1. Read the text. Then complete the sentences with words from the text. 

When teenagers feel bored, they usually chat with friends. But not Jacob Barnett. Jacob  
takes a whiteboard marker and does maths problems on the living room window.  
This unusual teenager is only 15, and he’s already studying maths and physics at the prestigious 
Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics in Waterloo, Canada. That’s extraordinary for any 
young teenager, but it’s even more amazing for Jacob because  
he’s autistic. Jacob’s IQ is 170. That’s higher than Einstein’s! 

Like most boys his age, Jacob also likes playing video games, watching TV and science  
fiction films. So in many ways he’s like a typical teenager. But he’s hard-working and does  
very unusual activities for his age. He enjoys playing classical music on the piano and he  
does this without any music notes. He especially loves maths and physics, but his  
favourite subject is astrophysics. According to Jacob, Einstein’s Theory of Relativity isn’t  
correct and he’s working on a new theory to take its place. That’s not bad for a 15 year old! 

 1. According to the article, bored teenagers …………………………… . 

 2. At home, Jacob writes maths problems on …………………………… . 

 3. At the Perimeter Institute, Jacob studies …………………………… . 

 4. Jacob enjoys watching …………………………… films. 

 5. Jacob’s favourite subject is …………………………… . 

2. Answer the questions. 

 1. How old is Jacob?  

 

 2. What problem has he got? 

 

 3. Which genius with a lower IQ than Jacob does the text mention?  

 

 4. What musical instrument does Jacob play? 

 

 5. What is Jacob working on now? 
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6. 
1. Read the text. Then find the information below in the text. 

 Everyone knows animals enjoy listening to music. But do you know some animals play  
music, too?  At the Thai Elephant Conservation Center in Thailand, there’s an orchestra  
with elephant musicians! 
 The Thai Elephant Orchestra started in 1997. Neuroscientist and musician Dave Soldier  
was one of the creators of the group. He saw that when the elephants heard music, they  
came close to listen. They also liked it when their trainers sang to them. So, he decided  
to design special instruments for the elephants to play. Originally, there were five elephant 
musicians, but now there are 14. They play marimbas, drums and xylophones. These 
instruments sound like traditional Thai instruments and the orchestra’s music is very similar  
to Thai classical music. Sometimes, a conductor tells the elephants when to stop or start  
and sometimes they improvise, but all their music is original. 
 The orchestra made three albums of their music. They don’t tour around the country  
because it isn’t easy to transport 14 elephants. But you can hear their unusual live music  
at the Thai Elephant Conservation Center in Lampang, Thailand. 

 1. The creator of the orchestra: … ......................................  

 2. The number of elephants in the orchestra today:  ...  

 3. The instruments in the orchestra:  ................................  

 4. The type of music:  ..............................................................  

 5. The place the elephants perform:  .................................  

2. Answer the questions. 

 1. What did the trainers do to make the elephants happy? 

   

 2. What did Dave Soldier design? 

   

 3. How many elephants were in the orchestra in 1997? 

   

 4. What instructions does the musical director give the elephants? 

   

 5. Why does the orchestra stay at the Conservation Center? 
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KEY 
1. 

 
 
2. 

 
 
3.  

 
 
4. 
1 
1. Because workers think of amazing ideas during this time. 
2. Workers at Google choose the projects in 20% time and students choose the projects in Genius Hour. 
3. They choose a project, find information and then make or write something. 
4. They work on their projects once a week. 
5. They love it. 
2  
1. Google asks its workers to spend 20% of their time on a project they like. 
2. Many schools in the USA use Google’s idea of 20% time. 
3. Teachers give them about an hour a week. 
4. Students can choose any idea for their project. / It can relate to science, geography, maths or any other subject. 
5. They produce fantastic projects. 
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5. 
1  
1. usually chat with friends 
2. the living room window 
3. maths and physics 
4. science fiction 
5. astrophysics 

2 
1. 15 
2. He’s autistic. 
3. Einstein 
4. the piano 
5. a new Theory of Relativity 

 
6. 
1 
1. Dave Soldier 
2. 14 
3. marimbas, drums, xylophones 
4. similar to Thai classical music 
5. at the Thai Elephant Conservation Center in Lampang, Thailand 
 

2 
1. They sang to them. 
2. the instruments for the elephants 
3. five 
4. when to stop or start 
5. It isn’t easy to transport 14 elephants. 

 


