


SIBILANTS /z/ AND /s/

Voiced and voiceless sounds

In the English language, we use many voiced sounds. That means that thevocal cords vibrate when you say that sound. The /z/ sound is a voiced sound because the vocal cords vibrate when you make the sound.

The /z/ sound is a voiceless or unvoiced sound because the vocal cords do not vibrate when you make the sound. Instead, we use air to make the sound.

Spellings

There are five common spellings of the /s/ sound: s, ss, ce, ci, sc, and x.

There are three common spellings of the /z/ sound: z, zz, s, x.

Let's look at a few rules for some of the common spellings.


· s spelling (sit, wise, dogs, cats)

The s spelling is sometimes pronounced as an /s/ sound (sit, cats) and sometimes as a /z/ sound (wise, dogs)

It is more likely to be pronounced as a /z/ sound if it comes between two vowel sounds: wise, visit, busy.

There are not many rules to help us know which sound is used, so it is very important to learn the correct pronunciation of each new word. 
· sc spelling (science, descend, score)

The sc spelling can be pronounced as an /s/ sound alone or as an /s/ + /k/ sound. It is more likely to be pronounced as an /s/ sound when it comes in the middle of a word, but not all words follow the rule.

· /s/ sound = muscle, descend, science

/s/ + /k/ sound = scream, score, scare
· [bookmark: _GoBack]x spelling (fox, exist)

The x spelling can be pronounced in two different ways:

/k/ + /s/ sound = fix, fox, next

/g/ + /z/ sound = example, exist

*Note: "Exit" can be pronounced as an /k/ + /s/ sound or /g/ + /z/ sound. Either way is accepted.
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