


Vowel sounds /uː/ vs /ʊ/

A simple way of introducing the difficulty is with common words with /ʊ/ like good and foot; words with /uː/ are much more common and will probably pose no problem to students (the Spanish sound /u/ is similar to the long /u:/ in English).

/uː/ common spelling

· With "oo": boot - choose - cool - fool - loose - moon - pool - root - school - soon - stool - too - tool
· With "u" and magic e: absolute - include - June - rule
· With "u": brutal - conclusion - flu - truth
· With "ew": blew - brew - chew - crew - drew - screw - threw
· With "ou": group - soup - through - you - youth
· With "o": lose - move - tomb - who
[bookmark: _GoBack]/ʊ/ common spelling
· With "oo": book - cook - foot - good - hook - look - shook - stood - took - wood - wool
· With "u": bull - bullet - bush - cushion - full - pudding - pull - push - put - sugar
· With "ou": could - would - should
· With "o": bosom - wolf - woman
Normally only a few consonants follow /ʊ/.
· /d/: could - good - hood - pudding - should - stood - wood - would
· /g/: sugar
· /k/: book - brook - cook - crook - hook - rook - shook - took
· /l/: bull - bullet - full - pull - wolf - wolves - wool
· /m/: woman
· /ʃ/: bush - cushion - push
· /t/: chutzpah - foot - put - soot
· /tʃ/: butch - butcher
Minimal pairs 

There are very few minimal pairs. 

fool - full; Luke - look; pool – pull; cooed - could; stewed - stood; wooed - would
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