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Minimal Pairs /ɪ/ and /i:/
As in sit and seat
Below is a list of words that vary only by one having the sound /ɪ/ and the other the sound /i:/.
You can use this list to practise the sounds, or as a list of words to be careful in pronouncing.
As indicated by the /:/ part of its symbol, /i:/ is a longer sound than /ɪ/ and pronouncing it this way can help distinguish between the two in the pairs of words below. You will also notice, however, that /ɪ/ does not have a dot over it, making it a different mouth position from /i:/. The sound /i:/ is said with the mouth much more spread, something like a broad smile. 
Spelling: in most cases, the short sound /ɪ/ corresponds to the letter i, while the long /i:/ corresponds ee, ea, vowel+consonant+vowel. Note that the sound /ɪ/ can also appear in longer words in other letters: precise, enough.
Examples: 
did deed
fill feel
fit feet
grin green
hit heat
is ease 
slip sleep
still steal
bit beat
bitch beach
itch each
gin gene
grid greed
hid heed
hill he’ll
ill eel
kip keep
 knit neat
lick leak
lip leap
mill meal
pick peek
piss piece
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