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/e/ and /3:/

/e/ this vowel is similar to our Galician sound in the words terra or tes.
	 
	mess
	[mes]

	 
	bread
	[bred]

	 
	ready
	[ˈredi]

	 
	less
	[les]


		
Common spellings 
	
	[e]
	"e"
	let
	[let]

	 
	 
	"ea"
	dead
	[ded]

	 
	 
	"ai"
	said
	[sed]




For the production of [ɜ:], open your mouth very little, as in mouth breathing, and smile a bit. [ɜ:] is similar to the sound we sometimes produce when we think aloud (eeehhh). Note that this vowel is long.
Shirt 	/ʃ3:t/
Purse	/p3:s/
Serve 	/s3:v/
Early	/’3:li/
Learn	/l3:n/
Common Spellings
“ir”	sir 		[sɜ:]
“ur”	fur		/f3:/
“er”	servant		/s3:vənt/
“ear”	pearl		/p3:l/


Note the pronunciation of the verb weren't with one syllable and with the vowel [ɜ:].
	 
	weren't
	[wɜ:nt]



Compare the two sentences:
	
	We weren't there 
	[wɜ:nt]

	 
	We went there 
	[went]




Some examples

Pen
Berry
Nerve
Refer
Reflect
Third
Curd
Better
Firm
Dirt 
let, 
tell, 
press, 
send, 
end,
bread, 
dead,
 weather,
 leather



