Listening Activity 2
Listen to El País ¿Qué? Podcast pt. 1 <3:30  three (3) times. 
Remember to listen first and then read the questions. Listen a second time and then do the exercise. Then, listen for a third time and check your answers.
A. Choose the correct answer.
1. Simon offers to help us whether ……………………………………. “contad con nosotros.”
a. We are in Torremolinos, talking to the girls of Huesca, we are here for you,
b. We are eating tapas Huesca, hiking up the hills of Torremuelas or were recently in Catania, we are here for you,
c. We are in talking tour, taking to girls of Huesca or were arrived in Catalonia, we are here for you,
d. We are in Torremolinos, Huesca or Catalonia, we are here for you,
2. Simon suggests it is summer.
a. No, Melissa is wearing a cardigan and Simon is wearing some woollen clothes.
b. Yes, because Simon is still wearing a cardigan.
c. Because it isn’t very warm, Simon is wearing some woollen clothes, 
d. Yes, but it isn’t very warm, and Melissa is wearing a cardigan and Simon some wooden trousers.
3. A reviewer likes the programme because …………………………..
a. He visits Spain quite frequently to listen to the news.
b. The podcast is a brief and amusing summary of the news.
c. The podcast helps him to improve his language skills.
d. He is a smart donkey who listens to the news.
4. The tagline for the podcast is…………………………
a. You can get confused with Simon using twitter @simoninmadrid
b. You can get confused by the translation of Spanish to English news.
c. You can lose yourself in the translation problems of Spanish twitter.
d. You can get confused by the translation errors in El País.
5. Mr. Alan Jones contacted them ……………………….
a. to complain about language pronunciation.
b. To talk about a language pronunciation problem
c. To talk about MEPs
d. To talk about the number of subscribers on PlayerFM.
6. ¿Qué? Has …………………………..
a. 77 subscribers on PlayerFM, more than the Que podcast.
b. 17 subscribers on PlayerFM more than Soundbite.
c. 77 subscribers, more than Veronica on PlayerFM
d. More subscribers than El País soundbite
Now, listen to ¿Que? Pt. 2.MP3 - 11:10 – 15:14
It is very important to take the first listen as a chance to hear the whole audio file and get a sense of the style and the demand of the language. Read the questions before listening to the audio for a second time.
B. Answer these questions.
1. Are weddings in Spain expensive? How do you know?
2. On average, how much is the cost of planning a wedding in Madrid?
3. If you a friend of the bride or groom why is a 100€ gift not very appropriate?
4. How is a wedding in the UK different to a wedding in Spain?
5. What anecdote does Simon have about the guests who came from the US?
C. True or false? Write the correct answer if necessary.
1. There was a great piece this week from Icon, one of EL PAÍS’s glossy magazines, about the fashion of weddings in Spain.
2. Essential Weddings Book says a couple spends an average of €109 per guest for a wedding in Madrid. The total cost of a wedding in the Spanish capital is around €2,400.
3. A distant relative or acquaintance of the bride or groom should give at least €500 per couple. 
4. A friend or colleague from work needn’t give a present.
5. If you are a family of two with three children you need to give around 300€.
6. In addition to the money, a family member or best friend is also expected to give a gift, of at least €100.
7. Simon and Rosa got married in the Spain in the year 2011. They did a wedding list, which isn’t traditional in the UK today.
8. Simon now sees cases in the UK where people are asking for contributions to pay for their birthday fund.


Tape script Pt. 1

[bookmark: _Hlk13776776]Pt.1 0:00 – 3:30

Simon: …were recently disgorged from a cruise – ugh. (beeped curse) I knew I wasn’t going to get through that. 
Hello everyone! My name is Simon Hunter, I’m the editor of the English Edition of EL PAÍS, and this is ¿Qué? A podcast from El País that tries to break down the ups and downs of all the current affairs in Spain. 
Whether you're on a tapas tour in Torremolinos, hiking up the hills of Huesca or were recently disgorged from a cruise ship in Catalonia, we are here for you, contad con nosotros. 
So, sit back, relax, and let us break down all the Spanish stories that make you say, I don’t care what the Spanish traffic authority says, that is not how you drive around a roundabout!” 
So, this is episode 7 of season 2 of our ¿Qué? podcast and we are hurtling towards the summer. I am here as always with my colleague, my esteemed colleague, Melissa Kitson. How are you Melissa? 
Melissa: Good! Hi! 
Simon: Yeah, I mean, we are hurtling towards summer but the temperatures on the way down again.  
Melissa: Yes, I’m in a cardigan. 
Simon: You are. You’re in a nice cardigan. I’m in a shirt and woolen trousers. As always, I ask you, our beloved listeners, to rate our podcast and leave a comment and share it on social media. We currently have eleven, eleven ratings on iTunes Melissa. An average of five stars. 
Veronica: Not eleven anymore. Fourteen. 
Simon: Fourteen! Thank you Veronica, our producer there Veronica telling me it’s gone up to fourteen. We’ve got a couple of reviews. Here is one of them: 
“I try to keep up with the news from Spain as I visit quite frequently, but my language skills aren’t up to doing it all in Spanish. This podcast is a quick, often funny, recap of the top stories with some extra background information to help make things clearer to someone less familiar with the culture.” And that is from a listener whose name is “Smarter Donkey.” So, thank you Smarter Donkey. 
Keep hitting review and give us your feedback. It really helps other people find the podcast. You can also email us at EnglishEdition@elpais.es or you can tweet me at @simoninmadrid using the hashtag #quepodcast. We got a nice message from someone called “@rriggstx”…I’m not sure how to pronounce that. “As the tagline says, it's easy to get "lost in translation" when trying to follow Spanish headlines. ¿Qué? podcast fills in the gaps quite well.” 
Then we heard from Mr. Alan Jones, who was responding to- he was the gentleman who sent us the thing about Melissa calling M-E-P’s “MEPS” – He says “Oh no! Please don't apologize, Melissa, the one thing that Simon didn't read out from my tweet was the smiley face at the end! Call 'em MEPS, if you want to. Or maybe call them a few representatives to the EU + 29 wastes of space (you know who I mean).” 
He then went on to point out that we’ve got 77 subscribers on PlayerFM, more than Las Noticias de EL PAÍS Sound Bite: Que!? 
Simon: At which point Veronica our producer got involved in the conversation because she is, of course, the producer and presenter of Las Noticias de El País. 
Veronica (translated): Good morning, it’s Monday the 27th of May, and this is the news from El País. 

tape script Pt. 2

Part 2 11:10 – 15:14
Simon: Alright, now, completely different subject. There was a great piece this week, I believe it was from Icon, was it? 
Melissa: Mm-hmm. 
Simon: From the, yeah, one of EL PAÍS’s glossy magazines, about Spanish weddings, and specifically, about the finances of Spanish weddings. So, tell us about this Melissa. 
Melissa: Wedding season is upon us and, you know if you have an invitation, you might be asking yourself, “How much money are you expected to give as a present?”   
Now, according to statistics compiled in the Essential Weddings Book, a couple spends an average of €169 per guest for a wedding in Madrid. The total cost of a wedding in the Spanish capital is around €24,000. But, unfortunately for couples, 5% of guests apparently do not give anything.  
What’s more, Spanish weddings are becoming more expensive and it’s increasingly difficult for couples to cover the cost of the wedding with the money from their guests. So, if you are invited to a Spanish wedding, EL PAÍS spoke to two experts who gave their advice. Are you ready?  
Simon: Get your wallets everybody! 
Melissa: If you are a close family member of the bride or groom, the minimum is €500 per couple. Apparently between €500 and €1,000 is the norm. So, this is sort of thinking that you and your partner are going to the wedding so it’s not- you know, I guess you could divide the money between you and your partner, but it is, does seem like quite a lot.  
If you are the best friend of the bride or groom, you are also expected to spend at least €500 per couple.  
Now, if you are a distant friend or relative or workmate, the norm is that you give a minimum of 
€150. And if you are going with your family, you’re meant to pay €150 for each adult and €100 for each child. So, you know, imagine a family with two kids, that’s €500.  
Now this – I didn’t realize this, to be honest -  if you are a family member or best friend but can’t go to the wedding you are still expected to give a gift, in this case at least €100.  
Simon: Wow! Now…I have a lot to say, a lot to say on this subject. Me and Rosa, me and my wife Rosa, we got married here in Spain in the year 2011 and I, first of all I would like to thank everyone who came to our wedding. Thank you all for our gifts, and also now invite you to turn off the podcast for the last, the rest of this conversation. Now, the time was that people would do a wedding list, and this is the tradition in the UK and that’s what people used to do here, but no one needs a wedding list anymore. Everybody lives together before they get married and everyone, you know, tends to have what they need. I mean, you know, we have IKEA now, you don’t need to get some fancy dinner set. So, it’s much more sensible for people to give money, I think.  
I mean, In the UK we don’t have a tradition of this and you know people - sometimes they have to put off getting married for years just because they literally are not going to be able to, not going to be able to pay for it. I see more now in the UK where people are doing that thing like “Oh, you know we really don’t need a gift but if you’d like to give a contribution to our honeymoon fund then that’s great,” and what they mean by honeymoon fund is, “Please help us pay for our wedding!” I mean, that is really what it is. Now, we didn’t  expect, you know, we had a lot of people that flew in from, oh god we had people flying in from - We had a big group of friends from Oklahoma , and we didn’t expect them to, you know, give us any money. They did give us gifts which was really, really nice. You know, and I think to be honest, just a - something thoughtful sometimes is actually just as, or nicer than, you know something that someone’s actually thought about. But it’s interesting, it’s very good fun keeping a list of who gave what. 
Melissa: Like Santa. 
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