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Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English. 

	
The Second Amendment of the US Constitution serves as the legal basis for the "right of the people to keep and bear arms." Gun control is one of the most divisive issues in American politics. With each mass shooting — defined as four or more victims having been killed indiscriminately — antagonism grows between both sides of the gun control argument. 

Every now and then, a tragic, indiscriminate shooting  occurs / happens in an American town  and raises the issue of gun control// Every time a tragic, indiscriminate shooting  occurs / happens the issue of gun control is raised in America


	Proponents of stricter gun regulations fear for their safety in a country where there is an average of 88 guns per 100 people. The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence estimates that around 114,994 people are shot each year in the US. This includes murders, accidents, police intervention, suicide attempts and suicides. Opponents of regulatory control, however, also fear for their safety. They argue that restricting the right to bear arms would leave citizens unable to protect themselves against other individuals or the government.

 Personal safety is the same argument which both defenders and opponents use to support their positions about gun regulations

Though regulations vary from state to state, there are some conditions for obtaining guns in the US. The Gun Control Act of 1968 requires that citizens must be at least 18 years old to purchase shotguns or rifles. https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-differences-between-a-handgun-and-a-shotgun
 All other firearms — handguns, for example — can only be sold to people 21 and older. State or local officials may implement higher age restrictions but are not allowed to lower the federal minimum. 
Fugitives, people deemed a danger to society and patients committed to mental institutions are among those who cannot purchase firearms. People with previous convictions that include a prison sentence exceeding one year are also prohibited from purchasing firearms. 

Federal law also blocks the sale of guns to people who have been found guilty of unlawfully possessing controlled substances within the past year. This includes marijuana, which, though legalized in many US states, remains illegal under federal law. 
Only a dozen states require purchase permits for handguns, and only three require permits for the purchase of rifles and shotguns.  
Even though there are federal law restrictions for underage people as well as long prison sentence convicts,  mentally -ill citizens or drug users to buy firearms , only a few American states apply strict purchase rulesfor this kind of personal weapons
 



Questions :
1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points using your own words. (Approximately 50 words; 1 point) 

Every time an indiscriminate shooting  occurs in an American town the issue of gun control is raised again. Curiously, personal safety is the argument which both defenders and opponents use to support their positions. Even though there are law restrictions for underage people as well as convicts,  mentally -ill citizens or drug users to buy firearms , only a few American states apply strict purchase rules

 


2. Mark the following sentences true or false (T/F) according to the text. Then write the part (and ONLY that part) of the text that justifies your answer. (1 point; 0.25 each) 

a. The text says that most people agree that there should be more gun control. 

FALSE: "....antagonism grows between both sides of the gun control argument." 

b. A person over 18 years old and without previous convictions can buy some types of firearm in the US. 

FALSE: "The Gun Control Act of 1968 requires that citizens must be at least 18 years old to purchase shotguns or rifles."

b. In some states, the age for purchasing weapons can be under 18. 

  FALSE :  " State or local officials may implement higher age restrictions but are not allowed to lower the federal minimum." 


c. People who have consumed marijuana can never buy a gun. 

FALSE:" Federal law also blocks the sale of guns to people who have been found guilty of unlawfully possessing controlled substances within the past year. This includes marijuana..."
 
3. Find words or phrases in the text that correspond in meaning to the words and definitions given here. (1 point; 0.25 each).  
 	
    a) controversial 	: divisive ( Paragraph 1)
        b) more severe  . stricter ( Paragraph II)
        c) put into practice : implement ( Paragraph III)
        d) illegally : unlawfully ( Paragraph IV)
 
4. Pronunciation. (2 points; 0.50 each)  
a) a.In which one of these words is the vowel sound different from the “eɪ” in “say”? basis; safety; danger; average ˈ/ævərɪʤ/
b) In which one of these words is the vowel sound the same as the “i” in “right”? legalized; guilty; year; sale /ˈligəˌlaɪzd/
c) In which one of the following words is the “s” pronounced like the “z” in “zoo”?  substance; prison; patients; society /ˈprɪzən /
d) In whic.  h one of the following words is the stress on the second syllable, as in “important”? attempts;  purchase; regulations; individuals /əˈtɛmpts/.  







5. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one(s). Use the word or expression in brackets, if any, making the necessary changes. (2.0 points; 0.5 points each).  

a. Restricting the right to bear arms would leave citizens unable to protect themselves. (Citizens would be…) 

Citizens would be unable / left unable to bear arms if authorities restrict their right to bear arms/ if their right to bear arms is restricted

b. There are some conditions for obtaining guns in the US. (…exist…) 

Some conditions exist to obtain guns in the US

c. Firearms can only be sold to people 21 and older. (Only people 21 and older…) 

Only people 21 and older are allowed to buy/purchase firearms 

d. A dozen states require purchase permits for handguns, but only three require permits for the purchase of rifles. 

“While  a dozen states   require purchase permits for handguns, only three require them for rifles / while permits are required to purchase handguns in a dozen states, only three require them for rifles” 
 
6. Should people be allowed to carry guns in this country? Why / why not? (Approximately 120 words:  3 points) 

Have you ever seen the critical and commercial succes documentary "Bowling for Columbine"? BY showing the infamous shooting massacre comitted by two students in an US High school, the film tries to explore the roots of gun violence and easy access to weapons in America. It finally comes to the conclusion that a mixture of racism, an irrational fear of being attacked and an excessive care for private property are the main  causes of this plague.
I strongly believe that such behaviour is not possible in Spain. We, Spaniards, are famous for being welcoming to foreigners and a non-racist nation. Also, violence and crime are not distinctive features of our society and although we are willing  to defend our property just like any other people in the world , we are not obssesed with it . like Americans are
 

