
KEY TO "HANDMAID'S TALE". ABAU TEST


“My name is Offred. I had another name, but it’s forbidden now. So many things are forbidden now.”
Are you ready for some dystopian horrors that feel just a little too real? Hope so, because we’ve just begun Hulu’s adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s chilling 1985 novel The Handmaid’s Tale, a story all too culturally relevant again today.
A Tv show based on Margaret Atwood's 1985 story which foretold some current issues
The series premiere shares a title with our central character: Offred (Elisabeth Moss). Like she tells us, she had a different name — June — in the time before the United States collapsed and was replaced by a totalitarian theocracy known as Gilead. Here, in the not-so-distant future, where pollution and radiation caused birth rates to plummet and women have been stripped of all their rights, the few fertile women who remain are used as “Handmaids,” forced to bear children for the Commanders and their wives. Even her new name is a symbol of her lack of agency in this new world: Offred literally means “Of Fred,” the name of the Commander she’s currently assigned to. She’s not a person — she’s a possession.
The series depicts / shows a dystopian state set in a fascist, women-enslaving regime  set in the former USA. 
June Osborne, the main character of the book, is now forced to serve as Handmaid, whose function as a fertile woman) is to bear the children of her “commander”
In Atwood’s book, she remembers flashes of her pre-Gilead life with her husband, Luke, and young daughter, Hannah. They are fleeing by car, trying to get to the Canadian border. Of course, they don’t make it to the border. Gilead officials catch them, forcibly separate mother and daughter, and take them back to the fundamentalist regime they were trying to escape.
In the past she used to be an an independent woman . Now, June’s only hope is to escape from this dictatorship and reunite with her husband and daughter again
  Is it really a fiction world the one that the TV series / Atwood’s book depict here?. If we  take into account the current rise of extreme right-wing associations and their reactionary views about women’s roles we cannot  be sure that our “developed, free, civil rights- concerned” societies will not eventually turn into a dictatorial state.
      Are we sure that our modern societies are free from that kind of dictatorial states? . ( extreme right .wing associations)

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points using your own words (approximately 50 words; 1 point).
Are we sure that our modern societies are free from developing  a fascist, women-enslaving regime  as the one shown in The TV show  adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s book The handamid's tale? The current reactionary politial trends may result in a dictatorial state which deprives women from their rights and turn them into wombs to bear childrem?

      2. Mark the following sentences true or false (T/F) according to the text. Then write the part (and ONLY that part) of the text which justifies your answer. (1 point; 0.25 each)
1) The number of births has risen during the non-distant future shown in the series
False: " Here, in the not-so-distant future, where pollution and radiation caused birth rates to plummet"
2) The name Offred refers to the Commander’s wife she’s assigned to.
True:  "Offred literally means “Of Fred,” the name of the Commander she’s currently assigned to."
3) Offred and her family live together in Gilead
False: " Gilead officials catch them, forcibly separate mother and daughter,..."
4) Our developed societies are not likely to turn into Dictatorships
          False: "...we cannot  be sure that our “developed, free, civil rights- concerned” societies will not eventually turn into a dictatorial state."


3. Find words or phrases in the text that correspond in meaning to the words and definitions given here. (1 point; 0.25 each).
a) To fall, to drop down: to plummet
b) At present: currently
c) Fanatic, extremist: fundamentalist
d) To show, represent : depict

4. Pronunciation. (1 point; 0.25 each)
a. In which of the following words is the ending “-ed” is not  pronounced /t/?
collapsed ,  used,   stripped,    developed : used (  juːzd )
b. Write the word whose underlined letters are pronounced differently.
Stripped - free- wing-will: free  (friː)

c. Write the word in which the underlined letter IS NOT pronounced /ai/ :
Wives- remain-assigned-rise : remain ( rɪˈmeɪn)

d. Find a word in the text that includes the sound /tʃ/ like the “ch” in “catch”.
future: /ˈfjuːʧə/


5. Rewrite the following sentences without changing the original meaning. Use the word in brackets and/or the expression given, making the necessary changes. (1.5 points; 0.5 points each).
a. the United States was replaced by a totalitarian theocracy known as Gilead
A totalitarian theocracy known as Gilead replaced the United States
b.“My name is Offred. I had another name, but it’s forbidden now.
She said ( that) her name was Offred. She had (had)  another name and was forbidden then
c. The students will finish their English course at the end of June. (HAVE)
The English course will have been finished by the end of June

   6. Write a composition about a dystopian world / future ( 3 points)  (120/150 words)


A) In a 2045, ‘Big Brother’ controls every aspect of people’s lives. It has invented the language ‘Newspeak’ in an attempt to completely eliminate political rebellion; created ‘Throughtcrimes’ to stop people even thinking of things considered rebellious. The party controls what people read, speak, say and do with the threat that if they disobey, they will be sent to the terrifying Room 101 as a punishment.
The protagonist, Winston Smith, begins a subtle rebellion against the party by keeping a diary of his secret thoughts, which is a deadly thoughtcrime. With his lover Julia, he begins a foreordained fight for freedom and justice, in a world where no one else appears to see, or dislike, the oppression the protagonist opposes.

B)  It's 2030-. AI, Virtual Reality and technolgy have reached an unprecedented level in human history. Mobile phones are able to do incredible things as organizing our week plans, drive our cars or even ask for a credit loan in a bank on our behalf. You just have to give a voice command to them and they will obey it.
But something goes wrong . The smartest of smartphones begings to develop a strange free-will capacity and eventually acts on its own. 
Mobile phones rebel against humans and take our houses, jobs and governments over. Those who oppose them have all their secrets exposed, their bank accounts closed and their intelligent houses locked. 
Just a few loyal smartphones support a revolutionary group which tries to resist. It's 2035 now......



