
How to write an opinion essay? 

Introduction 

The purpose of the introduction is simply to tell the reader what the essay is about. You 

can start your essay by referring to the question that was asked and writing it in your 

own words. It is also worth mentioning the points you are going to describe: 

There are many factors to consider when deciding if the university should be free or not. 

Among these are taxes, equality of opportunity, and the economy. 

Main body: 

Main body paragraphs are the most important part of your essay so they should be the 

longest and one paragraph should comment on one point. In addition, every paragraph 

should start with a topic sentence, which is like an introduction to the paragraph and it 

tells the reader what exactly the paragraph is going to discuss. A topic sentence is the 

first sentence of a paragraph (which is also the most important). It essentially tells 

readers about the rest of the paragraph. 

Paragraph 1: Firstly, a majority of people believe that a significant part of taxes should 

go to education. Opponents might say if someone can afford university, then he/she 

should pay for it. However, people with higher education have better wages and 

therefore pay higher income tax after graduation. 

Paragraph 2: Secondly, making university free for all, creates more opportunities for 

those from low-income backgrounds. Although they may still have difficulty meeting 

other costs such as accommodation, it makes the playing field more level. 

Paragraph 3: In addition, having an educated workforce is proven to help the economy 

grow. Namely, the more highly educated people there are, the higher the standard of 

living for everyone. Consequently, more people will be able to pay taxes to fund the 

education of future generations. 

Remember: you don’t have to tell the truth! The examiners won’t know, so if you don’t 

have experience or an opinion you can make something up! 

Conclusion: 

The conclusion comes at the end of your essay, it summarizes the main idea of the essay.  

You need to write a clear, justified conclusion. You can’t just say, ‘I agree’, or ‘I disagree.’ 

Think of it like this: you need to convince the examiner that your conclusion is correct. 

In conclusion, a university should be free for everyone. It makes economic sense and 

ultimately benefits all members of society. 


