Bad Bunny Will Headline Super Bowl Halftime Show
The Latin superstar Bad Bunny, who has won three Grammys while bringing Spanish-language music to the top of the charts, will headline the Super Bowl halftime show in February, the N.F.L. announced on Sunday.
Bad Bunny has been vocal about social issues affecting Puerto Rico. In an interview this month with i-D magazine, he said he did not incorporate the mainland United States into his latest tour because he was fearful his fans would be targeted by Immigration and Customs Enforcement. On Sunday night, shortly before the Super Bowl announcement, Bad Bunny posted on social media that, “after discussing it with my team, I think I’ll do just one date in the United States.”
In a social media post last fall, Bad Bunny published an eight-minute video in Spanish in which he described his pride for the island. He captioned the post “garbage,” an allusion to when the comedian Tony Hinchcliffe called Puerto Rico a “floating island of garbage” during a campaign rally for Donald J. Trump. Weeks later, Bad Bunny endorsed Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee.
“Every time that I express myself about something, I do it because I feel it,” Bad Bunny said in an interview with The New York Times published in January. “It’s not because I’m Bad Bunny and I have 40 million followers and I want to — no. I’m a normal human being and I have feelings and I get mad and I get happy and that’s how I make my music.”
Latin music is the fastest-growing genre in the U.S., with revenues of $1.4 billion. And Bad Bunny is Latin music’s biggest star. But at the same time, Latinos and the Spanish language are being targeted as migrants are violently kidnapped on street corners and disappeared by the Trump administration. Bad Bunny himself said he skipped touring across the U.S. because of the potential for ICE presence at his concerts, as ICE raids in major mainland American cities have been much more prevalent than in Puerto Rico. Still, this has led some to question why he is choosing to do a performance in the U.S. now. His status as a Spanish-speaking Latino, his statement about ICE, and his longstanding opposition to President Donald Trump have also made him a natural target for conservative backlash. Conservative political commentator Benny Johnson called him a “massive Trump hater” and “anti-ICE activist” with “no songs in English.” Other commentators online suggest that he should be detained or deported ahead of the show.
While negative responses to the halftime announcement echo centuries-long sentiments of Latinos as perpetual foreigners, it also reflects the fact that most Americans still do not know that Puerto Rico, where Bad Bunny was born, raised, and still lives, is a territory of the U.S., and Puerto Ricans have U.S. citizenship.
