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How do you think learning languages works How learning languages actually works



Learning to learn

● WHAT ARE YOUR LEARNING PREFERENCES?

- VISUAL? 

- AURAL?

- READ/WRITE?

- KINESTHETIC?

http://vark-learn.com/the-vark-questionnaire/


Learning to learn

● How do children learn/acquire languages?

Finish the sentences with a likely word.
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Learning to learn

● How do children learn/acquire languages?

Finish the sentences with a likely word.

It begins early

It happens fast

No two children are the same

Errors are good

It’s what you say



Learning to learn



Learning to learn

● How do children learn/acquire languages?

● 1. Imitation / repetition ?

● 2. Trial and error?

● 3. Time of exposure ?

● 4. All of the above



Learning to learn  

● How do we learn second languages?

● 1. Imitation / repetition?

● 2. Trial and error?

● 3. Time of exposure ?

● 4. All of the above



Learning to learn  

How have you learnt English so far outside the 
classroom?

● 1. Reading books in English?

● 2. Watching TV in English?

● 3. Speaking with friends?

● 4. Others?  



Learning to learn  

How has your English learning being more 
significative?

● 1. In lessons?  

● 2. Preparing for an exam?

● 3. In the real world?

● 4. Doing something with the language?

● Are there any memorable anecdotes for you related to English language 
learning?



Learning to learn

● Is it EASY or HARD to learn Spanish?

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhMel-J6n0U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhMel-J6n0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhMel-J6n0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhMel-J6n0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhMel-J6n0U


Learning to learn

● STUDYING and LEARNING VOCABULARY

1. STUDY PLANNER



Learning to learn

● STUDYING and LEARNING VOCABULARY

2. Checklist of common errors.



Learning to learn

● STUDYING and LEARNING VOCABULARY

3. Keeping a vocabulary file. 



Learning to learn

● STUDYING and LEARNING VOCABULARY

4. Listen to music 

https://es.lyricstraining.com/

https://es.lyricstraining.com/


Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR LISTENING SKILLS

TIPS to improve your English understanding. 

Brainstorming your ideas!

1. Listen to anything that you like 

2

3

4

5. 



Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR LISTENING SKILLS

1: SPOTIFY

2: 12 best English podcasts to learn English at any 

level

3: VOA LEARNING ENGLISH

4: ELLLO 

https://open.spotify.com/
https://preply.com/en/blog/the-best-podcasts-to-help-you-learn-english/
https://preply.com/en/blog/the-best-podcasts-to-help-you-learn-english/
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/?withmediaplayer=1
http://www.elllo.org/index.htm


Learning to learn

What makes spoken

English hard to understand

for learners?



Learning to learn



Learning to learn

Pair work!



Learning to learn



Learning to learn



Learning to learn



Learning to learn



Learning to learn

● READING:

If you want to improve your reading: 

1. you can guess the gist through the context of 
the text.

2. you can translate what you don‘t know and 
you can make a note with them.

3. you can go through the text again.



Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR READING SKILLS

TIPS to improve your English understanding:

1. Read graded novels 
2. Watch the news or another audiovisual in English
3. Follow journalists, influencers that write about 

your hobbies.
4. Communicate with native people online 
5. Search for information about your job 



Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR READING SKILLS

Tools to improve your English understanding:
1. EOI Vilagarcía’s Koha catalogue
2. Graded Reading
3. The Big Project - news

https://eoivilagarcia.edubib.xunta.gal/
https://eoivilagarcia.edubib.xunta.gal/
https://eoivilagarcia.edubib.xunta.gal/
https://eoivilagarcia.edubib.xunta.gal/
https://eoivilagarcia.edubib.xunta.gal/
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/study-break/graded-reading?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bc-learnenglishteens
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/study-break/graded-reading?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bc-learnenglishteens
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/study-break/graded-reading?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bc-learnenglishteens
https://www.thebigproject.co.uk/news/
https://www.thebigproject.co.uk/news/
https://www.thebigproject.co.uk/news/


Learning to learn

● SPEAKING :

If you want to improve your speaking:

1. Look for opportunities to practise 

2. Don‘t be afraid of making mistakes

3. Listen to other people and imitate them. 

4. Watch films and listen to music to learn 
vocabulary. 



Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR SPEAKING SKILLS

TIPS to improve your English oral production:

1. Make the most of your English tutored classes.

2. Speak up, do not worry about grammar!

3. Get help of a native speaker around your area

4. Watch tv series in order to pick up structures, 
lexis to use later. 

5. Join in speaking clubs around you.. Join in 
speaking clubs around your area (CALC C1



Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR SPEAKING SKILLS

Tools to improve your English oral production:

1. Tandem 
2. AmE pronunciation and 
3. Sounds right AppTalk to native language 

assistants (CALC C1)
4. Watch tv series in order to pick up structures, 

lexis to use later. (CALC C1)
4. Join in speaking clubs around your area (CALC 
C1

https://www.tandem.net/es
https://www.tandem.net/es
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pronunciation/english/ame
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pronunciation/english/ame
https://www.britishcouncil.org/english/business/apps/sounds-right
https://www.britishcouncil.org/english/business/apps/sounds-right


Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR WRITING SKILLS

TIPS to improve your English written production:

C1 – good to review

1. Read books and newspapers everyday 
2. Use Apps such as Duolinguo to improve your 

grammar. 

https://es.duolingo.com/


Learning to learn

● IMPROVING YOUR WRITING SKILLS

Tools to improve your English written 
production:

1. Grammarly

2. Listen and Write
3. Improve your writing
4. Postcrossing v series in order to pick up 

structures, lexis to use later. (CALC C1)
4. Join in speaking clubs around your area (CALC 
C1

https://www.grammarly.com/?q=brand&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand_core_row&utm_content=brandcorerow&utm_term=grammarly&matchtype=e&placement=&network=g&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzebs9KKa-gIVvpBoCR0z8QlREAAYASAAEgLdHvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.grammarly.com/?q=brand&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand_core_row&utm_content=brandcorerow&utm_term=grammarly&matchtype=e&placement=&network=g&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzebs9KKa-gIVvpBoCR0z8QlREAAYASAAEgLdHvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.listen-and-write.com/
https://www.listen-and-write.com/
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/writing
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/writing
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/writing
https://www.postcrossing.com/


Learning to learn

● FINAL TASK
We will do this in class.

Context

A friend of yours has recently joined 

foreign language lessons, but she 

wants some advice to become an 

independent learner. 

Write back giving her some advice. 

Detailing the task, WHAT TO DO 
BEFORE CLASS.

THINK ABOUT THREE TIPS FOR YOUR 
FRIEND TO IMPROVE THEIR 
LANGUAGE COMMAND.

INCLUDE TWO ONLINE TOOLS AND 
SAY WHY IT IS  WORTH USING THEM.

whatsapplk to native
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