
 
BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU!  

  
 
You are going to hear two excerpts from a BBC programme exploring 
the idea that we are constantly being watched. 
 
 

PART 1. Complete the statements below IN THREE WORDS maximum.  
 

1. The radio host claims to have lots of information about us thanks to ________________. 
 

2. The guest, David Lyon, teaches ________________________ at a Canadian University. 
 

3. He believes George Orwell could not foretell the impact of  _________________________ 
on our current “big brother” society. (WRITE ONE) 
 

4. Something that has changed is how we relate to _________________________ 
 
 
 
PART 2. Choose the best option to complete the following statements. 
 

1. The term “culture of surveillance” refers to the fact that … 
a) all our data are stored in policing networks 
b) it has become part of our daily routine 
c) there is more control by the state now 

 
2. The corporations that we are engaged with intend to … 

a) get us hooked on their products 
b) give us a personalised service 
c) modify the way we act 

 
3. The metadata that corporations are gathering  … 

a) does not pay much attention to the content of the message being sent 
b) focuses mainly on the content of the message being sent 
c) ignores completely the content of the messages being sent 

 
4. In this surveillance society we are … 

a) embarrassed to take part  
b) passive members 
c) very active participants 

 
5. It is not infrequent in the US for your prospective employer to … 

a) follow candidates' interactions on social media 
b) reject candidates on the grounds of their social media activity 
c) request access to candidates' social media accounts 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
KEY 
PART 1. Complete the statements below IN THREE WORDS maximum.  
 

1. The radio host claims to have lots of information about us thanks to (CONTEMPORARY) 
SURVEILLANCE. 
 

2. The guest, David Lyon, teaches SOCIOLOGY at a Canadian University. 
 

3. He believes George Orwell could not foretell the impact of  [NEW (DIGITAL)] 
TECHNOLOGIES / CONSUMERISM on our current “big brother” society. (WRITE ONE) 
 

4. Something that has changed is how we relate to (THE) CORPORATIONS 
(THEMSELVES) 

 
 
PART 2. Choose the best option to complete the following statements. 
 

1. The term “culture of surveillance” refers to the fact that … 
a) all our data are stored in policing networks 
b) it has become part of our daily routine 
c) there is more control by the state now 

 
2. The corporations that we are engaged with intend to … 

a) get us hooked on their products 
b) give us a personalised service 
c) modify the way we act 

 
3. The metadata that corporations are gathering  … 

a) does not pay much attention to the content of the message being sent 
b) focuses mainly on the content of the message being sent 
c) ignores completely the content of the messages being sent 

 
4. In this surveillance society we are … 

a) embarrassed to take part  
b) passive members 
c) very active participants 

 
5. It is not infrequent in the US for your prospective employer to … 

a) follow candidates' interactions on social media 
b) reject candidates on the grounds of their social media activity 
c) request access to candidates' social media accounts 

 
 
 
 


