Unit 10. Listening activity

You are going to listen to an extract of a BBC Radio 4 programme celebrating the 50th anniversary of Arthur C. Clarke and Stanley Kubrick's film “2001: A Space Odyssey”. Listen to the recording and answer the multiple choice questions:
1. From the beginning the film was

a. the critics’ favourite

b. too expensive to produce

c. very successful with the public
2. The film’s meaning 

a. is impossible to understand

b. is still the subject of discussion nowadays

c. was very clear from the beginning
3. At first Stanley Kubrick thought that Arthur C. Clarke

a. lived in New York

b. was a doctor in physics

c. was a solitary man
4. Stanley Kubrick thought Clarke was

a. a great poet but not a good narrator

b. a most imaginative writer

c. an appalling writer
5. Piers Bizony thought that the film

a. changed his life

b. was a subconscious experience

c. was not suitable for children
6. The idea that interested Kubrick was

a. the evolution of humankind as a species

b. the invasion of Earth by aliens

c. the meeting of humans and aliens
7. Clarke’s and Kubrick's different attitudes towards technology

a. created a balance in the film

b. gave way to a conflict between them

c. made Kubrick more pessimistic
8. Before the film, the story called The Sentinel

a. had been published with 6 other stories

b. had taken part in a competition

c. had won a BBC prize
Key: 1: C    2: B   3: C   4: B    5: A    6: C     7: A    8:  B  
