Global English [image: ]


The opinions below represent different takes on the spread of English all over the world. With your partner, discuss the three statements and decide which one comes closer to your idea if the impact of English globally.

1. Countries need to protect their language from the influx of English words.
2. The effect of English on other languages has been more positive than negative.
3. “International English” used by non-native speakers is destroying the English language.

Listening: How the English Language is Taking over the Planet

PART I. You are going to hear a description of an incident that took place in New York last May. As you listen, answer the following questions:

1. How did the lawyer react? 

2. What happened to the video where the incident was recorded? 

3. What could he find in front of his apartment as a reaction to his attitude? 

4. American nationalists elevate English, but what do they do to other languages?


PART II. You are going to listen to a commentary on the status of English as a global language. As you listen, complete the following statements. 

1. As a consequence of migration, the position of English in the US is ………………….. 
2. The world should feel …………………………………………….. by the English language. 
3. Although its beginnings were inauspicious, English has reached …………………………………….. 
4. English has official language status in 59 countries and is used unofficially as a lingua franca in …………………… more. 
5. English opens doors to the world of education and ………………………………….. 
6. The spread of English leaves behind crushed dialects and ………………………… 
7. In the 20th century the exportation of vocabulary from English into other languages increased exponentially because of the position of the US as a ………………………. 

Adapted from 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2018/aug/13/behemoth-bully-thief-how-the-english-language-is-taking-over-the-planet-podcast


Key

Listening: How the English Language is Taking over the Planet

PART I. 

1. How did the lawyer react? WITH IMMEDIATE FURY

2. What happened to the video where the incident was recorded? IT WENT VIRAL

3. What could he find in front of his apartment as a reaction to his action? A FIESTA PROTEST / A CROWDFUNDED TACO TRUCK AND A MARIACHI BAND (to serenade him on his way to work)

4. American nationalists elevate English, but what do they do to other languages? DENIGRATING / (THEY) DENIGRATE THEM


PART II. 
8. As a consequence of migration, the position of English in the US is (EVEN) STRONGER (THAN IT WAS 100 YEARS AGO)
9. The world should feel …………………………………………….. by the English language. THREATENED
10. Although its beginnings were inauspicious, English has reachedVAST-SIZED AND ASTONISHING INFLUENCE
11. English has official language status in 59 countries and is used unofficially as a lingua franca in …………………… more. DOZENS
12. English opens doors to the world of education and INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE
13. The spread of English leaves behind crushed dialects and FORGOTTEN LANGUAGES
14. In the 20th century the exportation of vocabulary from English into other languages increased exponentially because of the position of the US as a (DOMINANT) SUPERPOWER 
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