Priceless or worthless?



· Read this title and opening paragraph. Decide what you think the article is going to be about.


A New Genius?

The artist had some difficulty pointing out the features of his 3-metre-wide painting, which had just been sold for $19,000 to an adoring crowd at the opening night in Beverly Hills – perhaps because he is only 1m 40cms tall.


·  Now read through the whole article and answer the questions which follow.

The art world’s latest child prodigy, ten-year-old Beso Kazaishvili from the Republic of Georgia, looked resplendent in traditional costume: a belted cream wool tunic with sewn-in gunpowder tubes and a sinister curved dagger. He was “very happy” about the sale but emphasised: “Money is not everything”.

Beso has burst upon the art scene two years after the Romanian-born Alexandra Nechita was hailed as a genius at the age of ten. She has now made $10 million from her paintings. Her family has moved from a cramped bungalow by a Los Angeles freeway to a $1 million mansion. Alexandra began in California and made a successful European tour. Beso began with some success in London, where his family stayed with the Georgian ambassador, and he is now touring the United States. His work is mostly in oils of human figures and faces, executed in a lively way in bright, sometimes almost garish, colours. Many tell stories with symbolic themes of good and evil, death and time, and all are executed remarkably quickly. Ink drawings, which sold for £200 in London, are fetching up to $3,000 in Beverly Hills, where they are very highly thought of.

Beso and Alexandra are managed by the Californian art publisher Ben Valenty. Beso has signed a contract in the “mid-six figures”. Mr Valenty always takes half but pays all expenses. It is good money for both sides – Beso’s sales hit $30,000 in an hour in the USA. Cynics like myself may question a second genius arriving so soon, but Mr Valenty argues that there are probably half a dozen or more in the world. He adds: “no sooner had I discovered Alexandra than parents from all over the world began sending me their kids’ work. Yet not measured up to Beso, and I went to see him. Lightning can strike  twice. Beso’s work is deeper. After Alexandra the door is open. People believe a child’s art is worthy of serious consideration, so Beso won’t meet the earlier scepticism. I believe he’s a genius, and I’m prepared for the veredict of time”.

Mr Valenty and his colleague Rick Lombardo, a television producer preparing a documentary on child prodigies, cheerfully admit that sales of the children’s works are market driven. “If Beso makes $19,000 in half an hour, it’s because people want his work. Dozens of other youngsters haven’t made that mark. Well, that’s the market. Who knows what will happen next?”

Beso’s parents, Badri and engineer, and Irma, a schoolteacher, believe their son’s work was influenced by Georgia’s civil war of 1993-1995. They were often without water and electricity, and food was scarce. Short of money to buy paper, Beso made a drawing on the blank side of a card from his mother’s stockings packet. “That one is priceless and not for sale”, said Mr Valenty, who acknowledges that Beso’s “story” helps sales. “He’s not like other kids” Mr Lombardo says “He’s structured. Sure, he’ll watch television, play baseball, do his homework, but then start painting. He’s never distracted from that. We’re only just beginning to find out about these kids. Nobody studied it before. Who knows what Picasso was like at 11? We don’t know”.


· Choose the correct answer to the following questions from A, B, C, or D.

1. Beso and Alexandra both
A. Come from the same country in Europe.
B. Are American citizens now.
C. Paint similar kinds of pictures.
D. Have an unusual gift.
2. What do we find out about Beso’s painting?
A. He enjoys doing portraits.
B. He spends time getting the details right.
C. he prefers using subtle colours.
D. He uses ideas from fairytales.
3. What does Mr Valenty say about child artists?
A. He knows about at least six people geniuses at the moment
B. He wants to meet as many as possible.
C. He believes that their work will be easier to sell in the future.
4. What do you think “measured up to” means in bold, line 28?
A. Had the same height
B. Was the same standard
C. Was the same age
D. Had the same experience

5. What does Mr Valenty say about the money that Beso earns?
A. Beso could earn a lot more when he is older
B. It’s hard to put a price on Beso’s work
C. Beso only earns what people are prepared to pay
D. It’s crazy for people to pay so much for a child’s work
6. What do we find out about Beso from the article?
A. His only interest is painting
B. He’s a good student
C. He is surprised that he is making so much money
D. He loves being in the USA
7. What does “it” in bold in line 50 refer to?
A. The subject of young artists
B. The particular style of painting
C. The way Picasso painted when young
D. How history can affect young people
8. How do you think the writer feels about Beso and his paintings?
A. He was impressed by how good the paintings are
B. He isn’t sure that Beso is really as god as Alexandra
C. He’s not convinced about child geniuses
D. He thinks that money is Beso’s real motive









Answer key “Art” reading

1 – D
2 – A
3 – A
4 – B
5 – C
6 – B
7 – A
8 - C
[bookmark: _GoBack]




