DESCRIBING GRAPHS, CHARTS AND TABLES
Answer key
1. Organising the data
a) 1. pie chart		b. bar chart		3. table		4. line graph
b)  pie charts		line charts		bar charts	tables

2. Describing graphs and trends
a)  1. b		2. e	3. a	4. f	5.c	6. d
b) Ex. 
- Sales rose steadily. / There was a steady rise in the sales.
- Sales fell gradually. / There was a gradual fall in the sales.
- Sales increased sharply. / There was a sharp increase in the sales.
- Sales hit a peak. / Sales hit a bottom.
- Sales plunged . / Sales plummeted.
c)  1.  e		2. b	3. d	4. f	5.a	6. h	7.g	8.c
d)  1.c		2.f	3.a	4.b	5.e	6.d

e) Choose the correct words in italics to complete the report
Sales results
 Sales began the year at 30,000 units in January and increased slight/slightly to 32,000 units in February. There was a sharp/sharply rise to/by 38,000 in March due/led to the introduction of a new price discounting scheme. This was followed by a slight/slightly fall in April when sales dropped to 36,000 units. Our competitors launched a rival product in the spring and this resulted in/from a dramatic/dramatically fall to 25,000 in May. But we ran a summer advertising campaign and sales increased steady/steadily to/by 2,000 units a month throughout June, July and August until they stood in/at 33,000 in September. The dramatic /dramatically rise to 45,000 in October resulted in /from the launch of our new autumn range. But then we experienced problems meeting demand and sales fell sharp/sharply in November and remained steady/steadily at/by 39,000 in December.

f) Fill in the correct word


	 a low point     declined     doubled     drop     from     increased slightly     
recovered    remained   rising sharply   sudden   to   were  



In January, gold sales WERE about 200 million dirhams per month. In February they INCREASED SLIGHTLY to Dhs 220 million, RISING SHARPLY to a peak of 350 million dirhams in March. Over the next four months, sales DECLINED steadily, reaching A LOW POINT of 120 million dirhams in July.
In August, there was a SUDDEN increase. Sales almost DOUBLED, rising FROM Dhs 120 million in July to Dhs  210 million in August. This was followed by a DROP in September to Dhs 120 million.
From September to October, sales RECOVERED from Dhs 120 million to Dhs 180 million. In October and November, sales REMAINED steady, and there was a small increase in December TO 90 million dirhams.

Complete the tables with words from the box
Useful introductory expressions
	clear    depicts    illustrates    illustrated    indicates     seen     shown                  


The graph shows/ ILLUSTRATES/ INDICATES/ DEPICTS …
From the graph it is CLEAR that …
It can be SEEN from the graph that …
As can be ILLUSTRATED from the graph,…
As is SHOWN / illustrated by the graph,…
	Introduction
	Topic
	Circumstances

	This graph shows...
	the results of our products ...
	over 10 years.

	The diagram outlines ...
	rates of economic growth ...
	between 1990 and 1996.

	This table lists ...
	the top ten agencies ...
	in the industrial world.

	This pie chart represents 
	the company's turnover ...
	for this year in our sector.

	This line chart depicts ...
	the changes in sales ...
	over the past year.


Expressions to describe trends
	an increase   to grow   an extension   an expansión   to rise   a peak   to decrease   a fall  a plunge   a decline    a collapse   a levelling-off   a fluctuation   stability



Upward movement			Downward movement
	verbs
	nouns
	verbs
	nouns

	to increase
	AN INCREASE
	TO DECREASE
	a decrease

	TO GROW
	growth
	to fall
	A FALL

	to extend 
	AN EXTENSION
	to plunge
	A PLUNGE

	to expand
	AN EXPANSION
	to decline
	A DECLINE

	TO RISE
	a rise
	to collapse
	A COLLAPSE

	to reach a peak
	A PEAK
	to bottom out
	___



 No movement					Change of direction
	verbs
	nouns
	verbs
	nouns

	to stay constant
	--
	to level off
	A LEVELLING-OFF

	to remain stable
	--
	to stop falling
	A CHANGE

	to stabilize
	STABILITY
	to remain steady
	___

	to plateau
	(to reach) a plateau
	to fluctuate
	A FLUCTUATION



Degree of change				Speed of change
	adjectives
	adverbs
	adjectives
	adverbs

	dramatic
	DRAMATICALLY
	rapid
	RAPIDLY

	sharp
	SHARPLY
	quick
	QUICKLY

	huge
	--
	sudden
	SUDDENLY

	enormous
	ENORMOUSLY
	steady
	STEADILY

	substantial
	SUBSTANTIALLY
	gradual
	GRADUALLY

	considerable
	CONSIDERABLY
	slow
	SLOWLY

	significant
	SIGNIFICANTLY
	
	

	slight
	SLIGHTLY
	
	

	moderate
	MODERATELY
	
	


Proportions
A number of 	A quarter of		Nearly all	Three out of seven		
	More than 50%
	Fractions
	Ratios
	Synonymous words for “proportion”

	NEARLY ALL
The best part of …
The bulk of …
The lion’s share of …
	A half of …
A third of …
Two thirds of …
A QUARTER OF …
Three quarters of …
A fifth of …
	THREE OUT OF SEVEN
Every second …
Every fourth …
	A NUMBER OF 
A percentage of…


Giving your opinion
      	argued    	arguments	evidence            probable     seems     view   
It is likely/ PROBABLE that …
It SEEMS plausible that …
The EVIDENCE indicates/ suggests that …
It can/ could be ARGUED that …
One possible VIEW is that …
On BALANCE  it seems that …
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]One of the main ARGUMENTS in favour of (a change in the law) is…
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