ORAL PRODUCTION AND MEDIATION

CANDIDATE A
 
Preparation time: 4 minutes

	TOPIC: WORK
Work-life balance

	 
You read the following text in a news article:
 
	People have debated the concept of "life balance" for decades, and it means something different to everyone.
One person might think he's achieved balance when he can leave work early enough to eat dinner with his family. Someone else might view it as having a flexible schedule, so that she can study for a part-time graduate degree. Yet another person might feel fulfilled by spending her "free" time advancing her career.
In short, you achieve life balance when you have enough time to pursue both work and personal interests that you love. However, when you feel as if one side of your life is using up too much of your energy, you can become stressed, your productivity can fall, and your personal relationships can become strained.


                                                                                     Adapted from: https://www.mindtools.com/ 
 
During a conversation wih Candidates B and C at a seminar about work that you are both attending, you decide to inform them about the article you have read and explain your opinion about it.

Speaking time for task 1: 2 minutes

	Task 1 . Mediation

	Talk about the following points:
-Explain in your own words what you have just read.
-Identify the main idea of the article.

	
Speaking time for task 2: 2 minutes max.

	Task 2 : Production

	
Talk about the following points:
-Discuss the challenges people have nowadays to achieve a good work-life balance and contrast it with Spain where most people have long disjointed schedules.
-Make predictions and speculate about what the situation may be like in  the future.

Support your opinions with arguments.











 ORAL PRODUCTION AND MEDIATION

CANDIDATE B
 
Preparation time: 4 minutes

 
	TOPIC: WORK
Working conditions

	 
You read the following text in a news article:
 
	The data from the Department of Labor (DOL) suggests that we are in a Utopian period of economic prosperity due to the historic low rate of unemployment. By many metrics, the job market is doing well and, in some spots, it's blazing hot.   
There is a big disconnect. The reality for most people is inconsistent with the employment figures. Stories of job seekers spending an exceedingly long period of time searching for a suitable job, lackluster salary offers, relatively small wage increases for employees and the rapid growth of gig-economy jobs—such as Uber and Lyft drivers, Instacart shoppers and DoorDashers—repudiate the “best job market ever” narrative.


                                                                                     Adapted from https://www.forbes.com/sites/  
 
During a conversation wih Candidate A and C at a seminar about work you are both attending, you decide to inform them about the article you have read and explain your opinion about it.

Speaking time for task 1: 2 minutes

	Task 1 . Mediation

	Talk about the following points:
-Explain in your own words what you have just read.
-Identify the main idea of the article.

	
Speaking time for task 2: 2 minutes max.

	Task 2 : Production

	
Talk about the following points:
-Discuss how the quality of jobs and working conditions have changed over the last few years.
-Make predictions and speculate about what the situation may be like in the future.

Support your opinions with arguments.














ORAL PRODUCTION AND MEDIATION

CANDIDATE C
 
Preparation time: 4 minutes

 
	TOPIC: WORK
Higher education

	 
You read the following text in a news article:
 
	Most people see education as a way to climb the socioeconomic ladder. But what happens when a college degree doesn't guarantee better pay?
That's an issue raised by new government research into America's low-wage workers -- employees earning $16 or less per hour. The share of low-paid workers has remained at about 40 percent of all American employees since 1995, but the group has gone through one surprising change: Those baristas and cashiers are much more educated today than they were two decades ago. 


                                                                                     Adapted from https://www.cbsnews.com/news

During a conversation with Candidate A and B at a seminar about work you are both attending, you decide to inform them about the article you have read and explain your opinion about it.

Speaking time for task 1: 2 minutes

	Task 1 . Mediation

	Talk about the following points:
-Explain in your own words what you have just read.
-Identify the main idea of the article.

	
Speaking time for task 2: 2 minutes max.

	Task 2 : Production

	
Talk about the following points:
-Discuss the challenges college graduates face when seeking a job.
-Make predictions and speculate about what the situation may be like in the future.

Support your opinions with arguments.

















