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In most universities there are more male students than female students 
i
n science
 
courses.
 
What
 
is
 
the
 
reason
 
for
 
this?
 
What
 
could
 
be
 
done
 
to
 
balance
 
out the
 
numbers?
In
 
higher
 
education,
 
science
 
subjects
 
are
 
typically
 
dominated
 
by
 
male
 
students. This negatively impacts the world of work, as fewer females then go into the science, technology and engineering sectors. The most likely reason for the imbalance is that society reinforces the idea that boys and girls have different interests an
d abilities. In fact, there is no evidence that biological differences between
 
the
 
sexes
 
make
 
one
 
gender
 
more
 
talented
 
than
 
another
 
at
 
a
 
particular subject. It is society, not nature, that tells us girls should 
favour
 arts and humanities and leave 
maths
 an
d physics to the boys. Furthermore, there is an unfortunate perception that scientists are geeky, have poor social skills or that their work is lonely and detached from the rest of the world. As children get older,
 
both
 
the
 
education
 
system
 
and
 
the
 
media
 
m
ust
 
raise
 
awareness
 
of
 
female achievements
 
in
 
the
 
field
 
of
 
science,
 
as
 
well
 
as
 
exposing
 
them
 
to
 
a
 
more
 
diverse set of characters in books and
 
films.
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You work for the University of Santiago de Compostela and you have been asked to try to find out what can be done about the lack of women in science fields.
You must write about the following points
:
-summarize the text you have just read
-state the main idea of the article
Write between 80 and 100 words.
....../12,5 points
TASK 1. MEDIATION
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Write between 180 and 210 words.
You have been asked to write an opinion essay.
You mu
st write about the following points:
-state the reasons for the lack of gender diversity in science
- give your opinion on how to create more equal opportunities in thi
s field
....../12,5 points
TASK 2. PRODUCTION
)
