Unit 13 “For and Against™ Essays

3 a) Read the article and label the paragraphs with the correct headings. What is the writer’s opinion on the

topic? Finally, replace the topic sentences in the main body paragraphs with alternative ones.

® arguments against
® arguments for

® opinion
® present topic

Introduction

Main Body

Conclusion

b) Read the article again and fill in the blanks below. Then, using
expressions from the box on the right, talk about the pros and cons

Main Body

Did you know the boat was one of the first forms of transport?
A hundred years ago, the only way to make a journey across the
sea was by boat. Nowadays, however, when it is possible to fly
from one continent to another in the space of a few hours, is there
any reason to travel by boat?

Although the boat is a rather old-fashioned way of travelling, it
has certain advantages. To begin with, boats are usually more
comfortable than planes or cars. Instead of staying in your seat for
the whole journey, you can go for a walk on the deck, eat in a
restaurant, or even go shopping. Having more space to move
around makes a long journey much more pleasant. Furthermore,
boats are often cheaper than other forms of travel. For example,
a boat ticket usually costs less than a plane ticket. Finally, boats
are a safe alternative to cars and planes. There are fewer
accidents at sea than in the air or on the roads.

However, travelling by boat does have its disadvantages. It
usually takes much longer than other forms of travel. As a result,
it can be more tiring. In addition, boat trips can be very unpleasant
when the weather is bad or the sea is rough, making journeys
uncomfortable or even frightening.

All things considered, although there are some disadvantages
to travelling by boat, | believe it is a very enjoyable experience.
Journeys may take longer, but if you have time to spare, you can
take advantage of the many facilities which boats have to offer and
enjoy a pleasant voyage.

of travelling by boat.

FOR

. Arguments

1) more comfortable than other
forms of travel

Para 2

{

B

AGAINST
Argumepts}
e i

Para3

-t

---------------

Justifications/Examples

go for a walk, eat in a restaurant, go
| ' shopping, have more space to move around

2) AR i | i

Useful expressions and
linking words/phrases

to list and add points: In the first place,
To start/begin with, Secondly, Thirdly,
Finally, In addition (to this), Furthermore,
Moreover, Besides, etc.

to introduce or list advantages: The
main/first/most important advantage
of..., One/Another/An additional
advantage of..., One point of view in
favour of..., It is often suggested/
believed/argued that..., Some/Many
people suggest/feel argue that..., Some/
Many people are in favour of /are
convinced that... etc.

to introduce or list disadvantages: The
main/most important disadvantage/
drawback of..., One/Another/An
additional disadvantage of..., One
point/argument against..., Some/Many
people are against... , etc.

to introduce examples/reasons/results:
for example/instance, such as, like, in
particular, therefore, for this reason,
because, as, since, as a result, etc.

to show contrast: On the other hand,
However, still, but, Nonetheless,
Nevertheless, Although, Even though,
Despite/In spite of (the fact that), etc.

to introduce a conclusion: In conclusion,
To conclude/sum up, All in all, Finally,
Lastly, All things considered, Taking
everything into account/consideration, etc.
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Unit 13 “For and Agains!” Essays

4  Read the article again and replace the linking words/phrases in bold 7 a) Read the extract below and
with synonymous ones from the table on p. 83. Then, say which of the choose the correct topic
linking words/phrases in the article are used to: sentence to fill in the blank.
a) list/add points ¢) show contrast _
b) introduce reasons/results d) introduce a conclusion 1 There are many advantages to using

the Internet.
2 However, there are many arguments

5 Underline the correct linking word/phrase. against using the Internet.

3 Computers have become the most
1 Besides/Despite, television affects the way we think. important means of communication.

2 Many people are against/argue that we need advertisements in order to
keep up to date with the latest products on the market.

3 One point of view against/in favour of travelling is that it allows you to
meet people from different cultures.

4 Even though/Nevertheless most people nowadays use a computer at work,
it will be a while before we stop putting our ideas down on paper.

5 For instance/Still, people who know how to play a musical instrument are
usually popular and make friends more easily than others.

6 Read the paragraph below and underline the correct linking word/
phrase.

There are many advantages to having children at an early age. 1) To begin
with/In addition to this, when you are young, you have a lot of energy.
This means you can cope quite easily with children’s demands for constant care
and attention. 2) To conclude/Secondly, young parents can relate to their
children and 3) therefore/nevertheless understand them better. 4) Yet/Finally,
when you become a parent at an early age, you are still young enough to enjoy
life when your child becomes independent

..................................................................

..................................................................

First of all, you spend hours and hours
sitting in front of a computer screen.
\ This can lead to severe backache and

problems with your eyesight. More-
over, using the Internet can be very

MAIN BODY PARAGRAPHS expensive, because the membership
You should start each main body paragraph with a topic sentence which fe'es and Phone bills are often .high.
introduces or summarises the main topic of the paragraph. The topic Finally, using the Internet requires a
sentence should be followed by supporting sentences which justify the lot of patience. Getting onto the

argument presented in the topic sentence, by giving examples or reasons.
You should use linking words/phrases to present your justifications, such as:
first of all, what is more, for example, because, since, in particular, etc.

e.g. Travelling by train has a lot of advantages. } topic sentence
First of all, it is comfortable as trains are spacious so
there is plenty of room to walk about. What is more, trains
are convenient. For example, you do not have to take any  \ supporting
food or beverages with you, because most trains have a ( sentences b) What is the topic of the
restaurant. Finally, when you travel by train you reach ‘
your destination fairly quickly.

Internet is not always easy and this
means you sometimes have to wait 2
long time to get access.

paragraph? List the
arguments mentioned.
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L/, d n Unit 13 “For and Against™ Essays

N
|

.8 a) Match each argument about

modelling to its correspond- TECHNIQUES TO BEGIN OR END YOUR ESSAY

ing justification. Which To attract the reader’s interest and make the beginning or ending of your
points‘ are “for” and which essay more effective, you can use some of the following writing techniques:
are “against”? a) address the reader directly e.qg. If you take the time to train your dog, it
will learn to obey you.
Arguments b) include a quotation (i.e. a sentence or phrase taken from a book, play, etc.)
i - When we use a quotation, it is necessary to mention the name of the

person who said/wrote it. e.g. As George Orwell wrote, “All animals are

be an exciting career equal, but some are more equal than others.”

opportunity to earn a lot of ¢) include a rhetorical question e.g. Is it true that a dog is man’s best friend?
~ money
models must constantly watch
_ what j[hey cat O Read the extracts below and say which are beginnings and which are
ED 1o privacy endings. Then identify which writing technique(s) has/have been

used in each.

Justifications
PRSI~ e ML=
a expected to stay thin so that they
look good all the time
b designers and fashion magazines are —_—
willing to pay high fees for popular )
models
‘c_reporters are always chasing them
“d models usually travel to interesting
~ places and often meet famous people

b) Use linking words/phrases
to complete the main body PR L s - e B
paragraphs below. | A Do you fancy yourself as a handyman or handywoman? For people who are

- good with their hands, home decorating is certainly an option. With the wide

range of materials available in the shops, and the increasingly high cost of

professional decorating, the trend is towards DIY. So what are the advantages
and disadvantages of ‘do it yourself'?

i

eg. There are certain arguments in
favour of a career in modelling.

A | — —

------------------------------------------------------------ ~ B To sum up, although there are many points against being a reporter, | believe
------------------------------------------------------------ ~ [ / there are certainly aspects in favour of it. Besides, as John Hersey once said,
“Journalism allows its readers to witness history.”
- " g P— »
C More and more couples today choose to have only one child. Most of us
-, imagine that being an only child must be terribly lonely, but is that really the
1™ case? Having no brothers or sisters has both advantages and disadvantages.

On the other hand, many people
believe that a career in modelling
also has drawbacks.

D Al things considered, | believe that there are more digadvantages than
advantages to dieting. Perhaps that was why writer and' journalist Geoﬁrey

~ Cannon believed that “Dieting makes you fat.” After all, if you eat sens1ple,

- well-balanced meals and keep fit and active, you are more likely tﬁ stay slum;
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Unit 13 “For and Agains!” Essays

10 a) Read the topic sentences and think of appropriate supporting 11 Read the topic sentences, then

ones. The prompts below will help you. write appropriate supporting
p— ’ ‘ ones. Join the sentences with
<N ' appropriate linking words/
phrases in order to write a
complete paragraph.

1 There are certain drawbacks to being a
doctor.

e have to study all their lives in order

to keep up with the latest medical

developments p—
. ...................................................... #
e e e T DD B P e /’ 2
2 Watching television has certainly got its | There is no doubt that going on
advantages. holiday during the winter is an
e keep up to date with current news attractive option.

3 There are many arguments against being
a famous rock star.

e never home because they travel all |

over the worId gtvmg concerts

] I
Mliohol 2 olrfl ot P.::ﬂ.-.f.‘f..t.(...

2 On the other hand there are
drawbacks to being a firefighter.

.....................................................

(,
b) Match the quotations to the topics above. Use the quotations to
write appropriate endings for each topic.

IE[E “Everybody wants to be
famous until they are.”

Keith Richards

(musician, songwriter) / .
We are humble men in

our profession. We do our best.” = NPT
e A Dickson Wright / 3 There are certain dlsadvantages to
‘¢ | L) The entertainment \ (British surgeon) owning a dog.

which flowslike tapwater.” ) Lo e

Dennis Potter /
(B’.I'”'Sh playw”gh[) / ............................................................




Unit 13 “For and Against” Essays

12 2a) Discuss the following ques-
tions in pairs.

Do many people in your country
use bicycles instead of cars?

What are the advantages and
disadvantages of using a bicycle?

What are the differences between
cycling in the city and in the country?

Do you think more people should
cycle to work instead of using other
forms of transport? Why?

b) Read the rubric and under-
line the key words, then
answer the questions.

A health and fitness magazine
has asked its readers to write an
article discussing the advantages
and disadvantages of cycling
as a form of transport. Write
your article for the magazine.

What type of essay is this?

Which of the following should not
be included in your introduction?

Tick (V) .
A your opinion D

C statement about the topic D

[]

In which part of the essay should
you write about the advantages and
the disadvantages of cycling?

B general remarks

D a quotation

In which paragraph can you include
your opinion about cycling?

R 3 N W B W N e

R

_E T AR

c) Look at the list of pomts below and tick the six points that
- Should be included. in' ‘your article. Mark these: as A
(advantages) or D (disadyantages), as.in the example.

cycling is an inexpensive form of transport €

fumes from cars and lorries are bad for your health F’/
there are lots of different bicycles in the shops
cycling helps you to stay fit ,l“

cycling on busy roads is not very safe

Iﬁy cousins go cycling at weekends

cycling is an environmentally-friendly way to travel |

bicycles are unsuitable for long journeys {j

LR F<H <P F= PN
LS H S P Bl

d) Match the relevant points from above to the justifications below.
Then, make sentences using appropriate linking words/phrases.

it is a good form of exercise, particularly for the legs, heart and lungs

it does not create air pollution

you do not have to spend money on things such as petrol or costly repairs

drivers do not always give way to cyclists

there is a limit to the distance a cyclist can reasonably travel in one day
in some cities the fumes are so bad that cyclists have to wear masks to

protect them from pollution

“43  Use your answers from Ex. 12 to write your article on the advantages
and disadvantages of cycling as a means of transport (120—180

words). You can use the text in Ex. 3a as a model.

81



UNIT 140 oninion Essays

B8 1 Listen to a discussion about free healthcare and match the viewpoints with the
reasons. Then, say which points you agree with and which ones you disagree with.

l Viewpoints |

Reasons

A free healthcare is a basic human 1
right

B people who can afford it should 2
pay for their treatment

C more time and money shouldbe [i] = 3

people would learn to have healthier
lifestyles, so fewer people would be ill

everyone deserves free medical
treatment when they are ill

more money could be spent on

treating those who really need it

spent on health education

Opinion essays are discursive essays in which you present your personal opinion on a

particular topic. Your opinion must be stated clearly and supported by justifications. You

should also present the opposing viewpoint(s) in a separate paragraph.

An opinion essay should consist of:

a) anintroduction, in which you introduce the subject and state your opinion clearly;

b) a main body, consisting of two or more paragraphs (each presenting a separate
viewpoint supported by reasons/examples), including a paragraph giving the opposing
viewpoint supported by reasons/examples; and

¢) a conclusion, in which you restate your opinion using different words.

® Younormally use present tenses in this type of writing, and phrases such as / believe,
In my opinion, I think, It seems to me that, | strongly disagree with, etc to express your
opinion. You should list your viewpoints with Firstly, Furthermore, Moreover, Also, etc,
and introduce the opposing viewpoint using However, On the other hand, etc.

® Opinion essays are normally written in a formal style, therefore you should avoid
using colloguial expressions, short forms or personal examples. You can find this type
of writing in the form of an article in newspapers, magazines, etc.

Introduction

Paragraph 1

infroduce the subject and
state your opinion clearly

Main Body

Paragraph 2

first viewpoint
and reasons/examples

Paragraph 3*

second viewpoint
and reasons/examples
2 Read the rubric and underline the key words, then answer the questions.

Paragraph 4*
You have had a class discussion about the following statement: i

English and Maths are more important subjects than Art and Music.
Now your teacher has asked you to write an essay giving your opinion and reasons to
support your view(s).

opposing viewpoint
and reasons/examples

1 Who is going to read your essay? - ¢
2 Should you use colloquial expressions and short forms? Why,("no'ti)':’
3 What does the statement in the rubric mean? Tick (v') o
A Art and Music are easier than English and Maths.
B Art and Music are not as important as English and Maths.
4 Which of the following should you include in your essay? Tick (v/).
A reasons why Art and Music can be boring
"B your views about whether English and Maths are important
\C reasons or examples to support your views
D opposing views and supporting arguments

[<J[]

HNn

Conclusion

Final Paragraph

restate your opinion, using
different words

* The number of paragraphs
in the main body depends
on the number of view-
points included.




Unit 140 Opinion Essays

5 Which of the four subjects mentioned in the rubric do/did you study at
school? Which is/was your favourite, and why?

6 What are the benefits of studying these subjects? Use the notes to
complete the table. You can add further ideas of your own.

tools to deal with everyday matters — provide well-rounded education
help you communicate clearly necessary in order to find a job

. T Do you agree or disagree with the statement in the rubric? Give reasons.

3 a Read the essay and label the paragraphs with the headings below.

8 second viewpoint & examples ® subject & opinion
® restate opinion & opposing viewpoint(s)
® first viewpoint & examples

English and Maths are more important subjects than Art and Music

Isn’t it unfortunate that in today’s society there are so
many people who cannot read, write or even do
arithmetic? I strongly believe that, although subjects such oo
as Art and Music are important, English and Maths are the — «jjrseeesionee.
most fundamental part of our education. ; EE ok

Introduction

In the first place, when you know how to read, write
and do simple calculations, you have the tools required-in-
order to deal with everyday matters. For example, being /)~ /" 7 o

~able to read and write can help you communicate and ~ freeeereeeeeeeees '
express yourself clearly. Moreover, you need basic maths ~ «eeeereeereeeseeeees
for such daily chores as doing your shopping, paying your
bills and managing your money.

Furthermore, it is essential to have a good knowledge of Para 3/
English and Maths in order to find even the simplest job. 7 ¢C/1C
Reading, writing and mathematical skills are the minimum
requirements that most employers demand.

On the other hand, it can be argued that Art and Music
are just as significant as English and Maths. For instance, Para 4
learning how to draw or play an instrument can introduce (2101
a child to a whole new world. In addition to this, subjects
such as Art and Music can provide children with a well-
rounded education rather than just basic skills.

All things considered, though, it seems to me that Para 5 !mkmg words/ Phr?§e5' are .used to
English and Maths are vital subjects. Without learning to v L/ introduce .the erlter 5 v1ewp0mt.s and
read, write or do arithmetic, people may have difficulties " the opposing viewpoint? What is the
coping with even the simplest tasks in daily life. e writer’s opinion? Do you agree or

disagree with this opinion? 8g

Main Body

~_b) Read the essay again and underline
/. the viewpoints the writer mentions.
""""""""""" What reasons/examples are given
to support each viewpoint? What

Conclusion



Unit 14a Opinion Essays

90

4 Use the linking words/phrases from the list below to fill in the table
that follows, as in the example.

_in the first place, also, for example, to sum up, moreover, firstly, although,
to begin with, all things considered, such as, therefore, on the other hand,
however, apart froih. this, in other words, inparticular, for instance, in
addition, because, taking everything into account, furthermore, for one
thing, since, Iastlj/, secondly, nonetheless, while ' '

7 < BNl

l/lﬁfh((’flix_( p{a('e\ ot s Sy

O Co SEl BN AR & aL1iY.).180.80¢..

To list points:

To add more points:

To introduce opposing
viewpoints:

To introduce
examples/reasons:

To conclude:

5 Read the extracts and fepl\éce the linking words/phrases with suitable
ones from Ex. 4. Which paragraph is each extract from?

{ [TOW € VCh A

A 1) On the other hand, computers
save us time and energy and mak
our daily lives easier. 2) For one g
thing, most of us are grateful to be
able to withdraw money from cash
machines rather than wait in lon
queues inside the bank. 3) Wh {ig i
more, computers have made many
people’s jobs easier by doing
r'o'utlne tasks that in the past were
tiring and time—corpgrniﬂgL
[é:r-—-_gt

M"M iy

p

|70 Ak

1) All in all, | don’t believe that
theatre is an outdated form of
entertainment, 2) since new ideas
are often presented on the stage.
3) While television may be more
convenient, it is theatre that offers
quality entertainment.

6 Underline the correct word/
phrase, as in the example.

1 It is argued/One reason that testing
new drugs on animals is necessary
before giving them to humans.

"2 In my view, we can all do something

to protect the environment. For
example/In addition, we can recycle
newspapers and magazines.

3 Taking holidays abroad is usually no
more expensive than taking them in
your own country. What is more/
However, it gives you the opportu-
nity to experience other cultures.

4 _Secondly/Especially, regular exercise
“helps you to stay in good health.

5 On the other hand, it can be argued
that what individuals do to protect
the environment makes very little
difference, in particularfsince it is
factories and power stations which
create the most pollution.

Each main body paragraph should
start with a topic sentence which clearly
states the main idea of the paragraph.
This should be followed by appropriate
supporting sentences which justify
the main idea and/or give examples.



Unit 14a Opinion Essays

7 Read the extract below and Useful expressions for giving opinions
answer the following questions.

® [ believe/think/feel (that) ... e My opinion is that ...

[ strongly believe ... As far as I am concerned, ...
® [n my opinion/view, ... I (completely) agree that/with ...
@ The way [ see i, ... I (strongly) disagree that/with ...

e [t seems/appears to me (that) ... e [am totally against ...
e To my mind, ... e [ couldn’t agree more that/with ...
e [ (do not) agree that/with ... I couldn’t disagree more that/with ...
On the other hand, there are certain 9 Use the prompts below to write sentences, as in the example.
disadvant to h e :
Fllgrzﬁ‘v arclaarsgiqavz t;;gli};?r?;ﬁl\zg ;iij 1 we/help/elderly =) their lives be easier
o it e.g I strongly believe that we should help the elderly. If we were to do

repalred on a regular basis. Thefefore,

m
you need to spend a considerable
amount of money to keep the car m

this, then their lives would be easier.
2 all students / learn / foreign language [ have better career

VU S0 0 01tumtles ) o , ‘ . 1
good condition. Moreover drlvmg can. pp‘ think all o/der Lo Aeeels
Comistimet be oxiiom It p For ufll - ity it g e A
FE b..l.t....’..’ ............................ Lovononvsaodiressosenogrosasviblonsnslon T O o T R DO
: examplle being caught in a traffic jam 3 peop[e / give up smokmc [@ have fewer health problems
is not only irritating but also time- .‘,
consuming. /s

a) What is the main idea of the para-
graph? Which sentence is it in?

b) What supporting sentences does
the writer give? '

¢) Which linking words/phrases has
the writer used? Suggest other
suitable words/phrases which
could replace these.

(‘1_0 Use appropriate expressions to expand the prompts below to make
sentences expressing an opinion, as in the example.

1 in order to / protect / environment / people / stop use / plastic bags
It seems to me that, in order to protect the environment, people should stop
using plastic bags.

2 spendmg money / set up { space stations / be / completely / unju%tmed

8 Read the topic sentences and
suggest suitable supporting
ones.

1 Television may have a harmful "o/
effect on young people.

2 Looking after a pet from an early 4 organic veoetables / be / much / healthy / than / veoetab es / grown wﬁh

\ )

|
Je© - & Wl e«

age develops a person’s character. - chemical fertilizers ]

............................................................. el '
e e s o 5 children / be encouraged / participate m/dfter-schooL activmes | s th
3 Lifeinalarge city is very interesting. ~ / / Lcz/0 ] £/ g Cy L. S PEP 6L



Unit 140 Opinion Essays

11 a) Read the sentences below. 12 a) Imagine you have had a class discussion about the following
Then, use appropriate words/ question: “Should more people give up meat and become
expressions to give your vegetarians?” Read the viewpoints (1-5) and match them to the
opinion, as in the example. reasons (A-E), as in the example.

1 A part-time job is the best option for
someone who is a working parent.
I completely agree that a part-time job
is the best option for someone who is 2 There are many healthy and 35 Vegetarian food is often [E]

1 Eating meat is bad for you | . 4 Meat is an essential part of oup-
diet; we cannot do without it '

/

a working parent. tasty alternatives available ||/  boring and tasteless
2 Package holidays are ideal for people 3 Eating meat is cruel to ’!‘;
who do not like to travel alone. |, | | animals Wa; > .
t sorw.  +haot ICher helicloyd o D ™ Animals are

- kept in terrible
conditions just so
they can be killed

: and eaten.

A Soyabeans :
and lentils are

delicious and are good )
3 Becoming more aware of sources of protein_ :

environmental concerns is the only

way to help save our planet. 3 It has

............................................................. [ “been linked to heart
............................................................. \ disease and even > =
............................................................. / cancer. "B ' There aren’t /g
............................................................. ) many vegetarian

4 Educatienal standards in private dishes that actually /

schools are usually higher than — faste nice. - /
those in state schools. Meat provides =

us with the protein |,
and vitamins that we

............................................................. ¢ heed.
§ Boxing is an extremely violent sport b) Read the viewpoints again and say which you agree with and
and should be banned. which you disagree with. Make sentences using appropriate

linking words/phrases.

¢) Complete the parts of the essay below, using your answers from
parts a) and b) as well as your own ideas.

Nowadays, we are often told what we should or should not eat. However, |
perSomally DEHEVE sy s s sty
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13 Read the extracts below and say which are beginnings and which are
endings. Which writing techniques have been used in each?

A addressing the reader directly
B asking a rhetorical question
C using direct speech/a quotation

d more violence at sports events because
team loses. Don’t you think that the)
h incidents would be to teach people

1 Every day we hear of more and
[ ] fans become enraged when their
most effective way to control suc
how to handle defeat?

——

R S A — i
iy — e T —

2 To sum up, competition has a negative effect on children, as the only |
[ | thing that really matters is winning. Imagine how you would feel if you

were always expected to be the best.

- T e e
T S S —

3 In conclusion, I strongly believe that taking part in sports is more

[] important than victory itself. After all. as
Ty I . , as our coach always savs. winni
Is Just “the icing on the cake.” o

ed in recent years? For

importance placed on winning increas .
il ; port. However, I believe

[ ] many people, this seems to be the main aim of s - He
i i i i winning.
that simply tfkmg part is far more important than g

T et
LNPERRSE

—

e PR E S

14 Read the rubric and underline the key words, then answer
the questions.

You have had a class discussion about the following statement:

Fast food is a good alternative to cooking for yourself.
Now your teacher has asked you to write an essay expressing your opinion
and giving reasons for your point of view.

1 What does the statement in the rubric mean?
A Fast food is cheap, delicious and good for you.
/B_Fast food is a good solution for those who have no time to cook.
C Cooking is easier than ordering takeaway.
2 Which points must you include in the essay?
A your opinion B your friend’s opinion
[ C reasons to justify your points of view

3 Which style is not suitable for this essay — formal or informal?

15 a) Read the rubric in Ex. 14 again and match the viewpoints (A - C)
to their reasons/examples (1 - 6). There are two justifications for
each viewpoint.

i Viewpoints

A fast food easy solution
for people with busy
lives

B fast food unhealthy

C fast food expensive

for consumer and
environment

RIS

n £

—

Reasons / Examples

1 high in fat and salt; not fresh
2 packaging non-biodegradable,
damages environment
3 many ingredients are genetically
—— modified
I 4 ordering fast food saves time and
energy
' 5 people who work long hours can
' pick up phone and order takeaway
6 money spent on fast food for a
- week is enough to buy groceries for
two weeks

b) Which of the viewpoints
agree with the statement in
the rubric? Which disagree?

¢) Use the notes in part a) to
talk about fast food, as in
the example.

e.g. In the first place, fast food is very

unhealthy. ...

16 Read the rubric in Ex. 14 again,
then write your essay (120 - 180
words). Use your answers from
Ex. 14 and your notes from Ex.
15 to help you. You can use the
essay in Ex. 3 as a model.
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1 Look at the pictures and answer the questions.
a) Which of the following is shown in each picture?
1) air pollution Ladii
2) heavy traffic ERs
3) rubbish o R
b) Do any of these problems exist in your town/city?
¢) Can you think of any solutions to these problems?

Essays providing solutions to problems are pieces of writing in which you discuss
a problem and its causes as well as the expected results or consequences of your
suggestions. An essay providing solutions to problems should consist of:

a) an introduction in which you state the problem and/or what has caused it;

b) a main body which consists of two or more paragraphs presenting
suggestions and their results/consequences. You should start a new
paragraph for each suggestion and its results/consequences; and

¢) aconclusion in which you summarise your opinion.

» Essays providing solutions to problems are normally written in a formal or
semi-formal style, depending on who is going to read them and where

} they are published. They are usually found in newspapers and magazines. |

94

2 Read the rubric and underline the key words, then answer the questions.

A local newspaper has asked its readers to write articles entitled
“How can we make our city a better place to live?” Write your article
suggesting ways to improve your city.

o e

1 Who is going to read your article?
Look at the problems (1-5) and match them to the solutions (a-e). Which
of these problems do you think is the most/least serious? Can you think of
any more problems and solutions?

SOLUTIONS

provide more litter bins

move factories out of the city
encourage people to use public
transport

build more parks and playgrounds
e build wider pavements

PROBLEMS

air pollution a
heavy traffic

nowhere for people to walk
nowhere for children to play
litter

(IR

3 Match the solutions above to each of the results below. Then talk about
the solutions and their results, as in the examples.

RESULTS

there would be fewer cars on the roads

the streets would be cleaner

the air would no longer be dangerous to breathe
children would have somewhere safe to play
people would be able to move around more easily
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Introduction

PocceveveeosPRRR

Paragraph 1

state the probleml(s) and/
or the cause(s)

Main Body

GeesvsoesesovoRBR

Paragraphs 2-4*

suggestions and
results/consequences

Conclusion

Final Paragraph

summarise your opinion

* The number of main
body paragraphs depends
on the number of
suggestions you want to
mate.

eg

If people were encouraged to use
public transport, there would be
fewer cars on the roads.

We should provide more litter
bins. If we did this, the streets
would be cleaner.




