
Unit 13 "For and Against" Essoys 

3 a) Read the article and label the paragraphs with the correct headings. What is the writer's opinion on the 
topic? Finally, replace the topic sentences in the main body paragraphs with alternative ones. 

arguments against opinion 
arguments for present topic 

b) Read the article again and fill in the blanks below. Then, using I 
expressions from the box on the right, talk about the pros and cons 
of travelling by boat. 

FOR - - 
Arflume& :- ;;, ..#. -,',:; v-. ,-; .$.. .b.?: - , L.r , ,?,' . . J u s t i ~ t i i o . ~ m p l e s  
1) more 'comfortable than other go fa a walk, eat in a restaurant, go 

Argume I ... ................... .... 
2) .... ... ,.....h................... 

Did you know hs boat was m e  of the first forms ol transport? Paral 
A hunslrad years ago, the only way to make a journey across the 
sea was by boat, Nowa@ap, however, when it is possibte to fly """"""""""" 

...................... 
from  OR^ continent &I another in space of a few hours, is there ...................... 
any reason to tram4 by boat? 

' ...................... l 
...................... 

wg~n!*P m Pleasant. Rrermore.  (. ..................... 
h 0 0  are aW &heaper thaf&fif#' fms- of travel. For example, 
a boat tick& usihdly m& ~f%&iBri a plane @ket Finally, boats to list and add points: In the first place 
are a s& 8Ibm@v&1 t~ ,W and planes. There are fewer To startlbegin with, Secondly, Thirdly 
aaidg~lts at S@@ t h ~  In ht& ix ~n the roads. Finally, In addition (to this), Furthermore 

Mwe%r, Wv6lling by boat does have its diadvantages. It Moreover, Besides, etc. 
usllally takes much longer than other forms d travel. As a result, 

R addidlsn, Boatrips can k very unpleasant I ""."""""""'" mainlfirstlmost important advantage 
bad or the 8% is rough, making journeys ......a.............'. ~ of ..., OneIAnotherlAn additiona 

...................... advantage of ..., One point of view ir 

All sings c e ~ ~ M ,  although there are some disadvantages favour of ..., I t  is often suggested, 

to bavelling by bo@, I beliwe il b a very enjoyable experience. 
b e l i e v e q a r ~ u e d  tbat ..., SomeIManj 
people suggestlfeel argue that ..., Some, 
Many people are  in favour of /are 
convinced that ... etc. 

mainlmost important disadvantage, 
drawback of ..., OneIAnotherlAr 
additional disadvantage of,.., One 
pointlargument against ..., SomelMany 
people are against ..., etc. 
to introduce exampleslreasonslresults: 
for egmplelinstance, -- such as, like, ir 
particular, therefore, for this reason 
because, as, since, as a result, etc. 

I 
to show contrast: On the other hand 
However, still, but, Nonetheless 
Nevertheless, Although, Even though 
DespiteJIn spite of (the fact that), etc. 
to introduce a conclusion: In conclusion 
To concludelsum up, All in all, Finally 
Lastly, AI1 things considered, Tak in~  
everything into account/consideration, etc. 



Unit 13 "For and Aoainst" Essoys 

4 Read the article again and replace the linking wordslphrases in bold 
with synonymous ones 6.om the table on p. 83. Then, say which of the 
linking wordslphrases in the article are used to: 

a) listladd points 
b) introduce reasonslresults 

c) show contrast 
d) introduce a conclusion 

5 Underline the correct linking wordlphrase. 

1 BesidesIDespite, - television affects the way we think. 
2 Many people are a g a i n s t l q e  P- that we need advertisements in order to 

keep up to date with the latest products on the market. 
3 One point of view againstlin favour of travelling is that it allows you to 

meet people from different cultkres. 
4 Even though/Nevertheless most people nowadays use a computer at work, 

it will be a while before we stop putting our ideas down on paper. 
5 For instanceIStil1, people who know how to play a musical instrument are 

usually popular and make friends more easily than others. 

6 Read the paragraph below and underline the correct linking word] 
phrase. 

There are many advantages to having children at an early age. 1) 
with/In addition to this, when you are young, you have a lot of energy. - .  

This means you can cope quite easily with children's demands for constant care 
and attention. 2) To conclude/Secondly, young parents can relate to their 
children and -e[nevertheless understand them better. 4) YetlFinally, 
when you become a parent at an early age, you are still young enough to enjoy 
life when your child becomes independent 

P 
- .  

WNBODYPARMYUPHS , <  - -.A - _-.-.. I 

k 7 ,  , C' ' 1 . 1  

You should start each main body paragraph with a topic sentence which 
introduces or summarises the main topic of the paragraph. The topic 
sentence should be followed by supporting sentences which justify the 
argument presented in the topic sentence, by giving examples or reasons. - , You should use linking wordslphrases to present your justifications, such as: 
first of all, what is more, for example, because, since, in particular, etc. ' 

' ? e.g. Travelling by Wn has a lot of advantagesges ) topic sentence 

S c your dest&n Mm quichfy. E 1'9 
b 1 . . . ' -  

7 a) Read the extract below and- 
choose the correct topic 
sentence to fill in the blank 

1 There are many advantages to using 
the Internet. 

2 However, there are many arguments 
against using the Internet. 

3 Computers have become the most 
important means of communication. 

................................................................. 
First of all, you spend hours and hour! 
sitting in front of a computer screen 
This can lead to severe backache anc 
problems with your eyesight. More. 
over, using the Internet can be veq 
expensive, because the membershii 
fees and phone bills are often high 
Finally, using the Intemet requires I 

r lot of patience. Getting onto the 
Internet is not always easy and thi! 
means you sometimes have to wait , 
long time to get access. 

b) What is the topic of the I 

paragraph? List the 
arguments mentioned. 



Unit 13 "For ond Auoinsl" Essoys 
- 

a 

!P-- 

@-)a) Match each argument about --... - ,  . .- . - 

modelling to its correspond- 
ing justification. Which To attract the reader's interest and make the beginning or ending of your 
piiirifsare71for" and which essay more effective, you can use some of the following writing techniques: 
are "against"? a) address the reader directly e.g. If w u  - 7 1 -  take 4 the time@ trarn your dog, 

will learn to obey you. 2&aiy$ :$ 
l b) include a quotation (i.e. a sentence or pt%se taken from a book, play, etc.) Arguments When we use a quotation, it is necessary to mention the name of the 

person who saidlwrote it. e.g. As George O ~ l l  wrote, anin& are be an exciting career equal, but some are more e q d  m others.." 
opportunity to earn a lot of c) include a rhetorical question e.g. Is it fiue W a  dog is m's best WKI? 

C .  ' . 
1 3 fl z:Zs must constantly watc 

what they eat 9 Read the extracts below and say which are beginnings and which are 
n@ privacy endings. Then identify which writing technique(s) haslhave been 

a expectd. to stay thin so that they ii bok good d the time , 

b designers and fashion magazines are 
willing to pay high fees for popula 
models 

orters are always chasing them 
usually travel to interesting 

- nlaces a ~ c f  often meet fsmnll~ people 

used in each. 

b) Use linking wordslphrases 
to complete the main body 1 -- 
paragraphs below. A ~ o & a n c ~  yourself as a handyman or handywoman? For people who are 

e.g. There are certain arguments in 
good with their hands, home decorating is certainly an option. With the wide 

favour of a career in modelling. 
range of materials available in the shops, and the increasingly high cost of 

............................................................ 

............................................................ 

............................................................ To sum UP, although there are many points against being a reporter, I believe 

............................................................ 
On the other hand, many people 

believe that a career in modelling 
also has drawbacks. C More and more couples today choose to have only one child. Most of us 
........................................ 
....................................... 
...................................... 

case? Having no brothers or sisters has both advantages and disadvantages. 

...................................... 

...................................... 

..................................... 

PE 



Unit 13 "For ond Auoinst" Essoys 

10 a) Read the topic sentences and think of appropriate supporting 
ones. The prompts below will help you. 

3 There are many arguments agains~ UGIIIY 

a famous rock star. 
1 @ never home because thev travel all 

b) Mat& the qwbitPm take topics abm. Use the quotafiona to 
write: appropriate eadings for m& topic. 

1 1 Read the topic sentences, then 
write appropriate supporting 
ones. Join the sentences with 
appropriate linking words1 
phrases in order to write a 
complete paragraph. 

1 There is no doubtyhat going on - - 

holiday during the winter is an 
attractive option. 

owning a dog. 



Unit 13 "For and Against" Essays 

r- 12 a) Discuss the following ques- 
tions in pairs. 

Do many people in your country 
use bicycles instead of cars? 3 
What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of using a bicycle? 
What are the differences between 
cycling in the city and in the country? 

Do you think more people should 
cycle to work instead of using other 
forms of transport? Why? 

look at the list of point: blow and tick six points thl 
rld be included in your art . Mark thes is A I 

advantages) or D (disadvantages), a i thq esaml 

b) Read the rubric and under- 
line* the key words, then . 
answer the questions. 

A health and fitness magazine 
has asked its readers to write an 
article discussing the advantages 
and disadvantages of cycling L as a form of transport. Write 
your article for the magazine. 

1 What type of essay is this? 

2 Which of the following should not 
be included in your introduction? 
Tick (J )  . 
A your opinion U 
B general remarks • ,L 
C statement about the topic 

D a quotation 

3 In which part of the essay should 
. you write about the advantages and 
-- the disadvantages of cycling? 

4 In which paragraph can you include 
your opinion about cycling? 

d) Match the relevant points from above to the justifications below. 
Then, make sbntences using appropriate linking wordslphrases. 

Cf A it is a good form of exercise, particularly for the legs, heart and lungs 
?-B it does not create air pollution 
I C you do not have to spend money on things such as petrol or costly repairs 
FD drivers do not always give way to cyclists 
?r E there is a limit to the distance a cyclist can reasonably travel in one day 
p F in some cities the fumes are so bad that cyclists have to wear masks to 

protect them from pollution 

6$\ Use your answers from Ex, 12 to write your article on the advantages 
and disadvantages of cycling as a means of transport (120-180 
words). You can use the text in Ex. 3a as a model. 

! 



1 Listen to a discussion about free healthcare and match the viewoints with the Ad 
reasons. Then, say which points you agree with and which ones you disagree with. 

m- 

5 ;  A free healthcare is a basic human [ 1 people would learn to have healthier 
right ' - , lifestyles, so fewer people would be ill i. 

. -- . 
B people wha can afford it should 13 2 everyone deserves free medical 

+ pay for their treatment treatment when they are ill 4 . 
C more time and money should be more money could be spent on 

. . spent on health education treating those who really need it 

-' in.. - 1 ' -  7 ' I  - 

nion essays are discursive essays in wh~ch you present your,personal opinion on a 
particular topic. Your opinion must be stated clearly and supported by justifications. You ~ n ) ; ~ ~ d ~ & ; ~ d  W E 

should also present the opposing viewpoint(s) in a separate paragraph. 1 O W ~ ~ O ~ ~ * ' & ' U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

'bAopinion e s s a m d  consjyet. 
a) an @trod$c~on, in which you introduce the subject and state your opinion clearly; 
b). a-main body, consisting of two or more paragraphs (each presenting a separate 

I viewpoint supported by reasonslexamples), including a paragraph giving the opposing 
viewpoint supported by reasonslexamples; and 

c) a conclusion, in which you restate your opinion using different words. 
+ You normally use present tenses-in thi iyge of writhg&r~s_es_such_as I b e l i e ,  

In my opinion, I think, It seems to me th-ongly disagree with, etc to express your 
, opinion. You should list your viewpoints with Firstly, Furthermore, Moreover, Also, etc, 
j and introduce the opposing viewpoint using However, On the other hand, etc. 

Opinion essays are normally written in a formal style, therefore you should avoid 
using colloquial expressions, short forms or personal examples. You can find this type 
of writing in the form of an article in newspapers, magazines, etc. 

: + - J  ( ' - 7 ' .  , . .' - ' .1 ' 
8 1 . ... . - 

-'i!: b. 2 ~ e a d  the rubric and underline the key words, then answer the questions. 
9 1, 

> 

' I You have had a class discussion about the following statement: 
English and Maths are more important subjects than Art and Music. 

Now your teacher has asked you to write an essay giving your opinion and reasons to 
support your view(s). 

1 Who is going to read your essay? -1 [,L 
2 Should you use colloquial expressions and short forms? Why not). 
3 What does the statement in the rubric mean? Tick (J) 

0 
A Art and Music are easier than English and Maths. 
B Art and Music are not as important as English and Maths. 

4 Which of the following should you include in your essay? Tick (J). 
A reasons why Art and Music can be boring 

&B your views about whether English and Maths are important 
\'C qeasons or examples to support your views 
\B opposing views and supporting arguments 

88 ' 

I Paragraph 1 

I intraduce the subject and 
state your oplnian clearly 

0  1 ~ . ~ ~ . & . r ! . y " & ~ . i . * i ~ ~ ~ ~ 4  

Paragraph 2 

I 
,irst viewpoint 
and reasons/examples 

I Paragraph 3* 

I 
second viewpoint 
and reasons/examples 

l opposing viewpoint 
'and reasons/examples 



Unit 140 Ooinion Essoys 

5 Which of the four subjects mentioned in the rubric doldid you study at mv 
school? Which islwas your favourite, and why? 

6 What are the benefits of studying these subjects? Use the notes to 
k* complete the table. You can add further ideas of your own. p c , 

r- :c I 
tools to deal with everyday matters provide well-rounded education 

* .  help you communicate clearly necessary in order to find a job 

h you a p e  or disagree with the gtaternent in tha nittic? %e reasons. 

' , . , 
, " l '  

.. . 



Unit l40 Oninion Essoys r r 

C (  4 I t r ' r , ~ ~ \ r  dr,<te! 
LU -! ' 1 ' J - V  ' " 4  

4 Use the linking words/phrases from the list below to fill in the table 7 0  
B I) All In all, ,l don? believe that 

that follows, as in the example. 

queues inside the bank. 3) W 

Each main body paragraph should 

states the main idea of the paragraph. 
This should be followed by appropriate 
supporting sentences which justify 
the main idea andlor give examdes. 



Unit 140 O ~ i n i o n  Essoys 

7 Read the extract below and seful expressions for giving o p i n i o a  
answer the following questions. 

r, I believelthink/feel (that) ... My opinion is that ... 
... ... I strongly believe As far as I am concerned, 

D In my opinionlview, ... I (completely) agree thathith ... 
) The way I see it, ... I (strongly) disagree thatlwith ... 

It seemslappears to me (that) ... I am totally against ... 
... To my mind, I couldn't agree more thatlwith ... 

Use the prompts below to write sentences, as in the example. 

What slrpporting ~@II& does 
the writer give? % 

Which linking wordslphrases has 
the writer used? Suggest other 
suitable wordslphrases which 
could replace these. sentences expressing an opinion, as in the example. 

1 ' in order to 1 protect l environment l people I stop use l plastic bags 

8 Read the topic sentences and It seems to me that, in order to protect the environment, people should stop 

suggest suitable supporting using plastic bags. 

one& 2 spendin money l set up l s ace stati - 7 C ..... '.@...me... 2*.. 
Television may h v e  a harmful M L$Q ........ z p k  ...... -H%&%!. 
e f f a  aa young people, 
........................................................... 
.......................................................... 
Looking after a pet 
B& develops a person's 
............................................................. ..... ......... ......... ............................................................. 
Lae in a large city is 
.......................................................... 
....S... r....*...............,.,...........'..I.-.......~.*~ 

in 9 1 



Unit 140 O~inion Essoys 

11 a) Read the sentences below. 12 a) Imagine you have had a class discussion about the following 
Then, use appropriate words1 question: "Should more people give up meat and become 

jqxessions to give your vegetarians?" Read the viewpoints (1-5) and match them to the 
o p i n i o n a e   example^ reasons (A-E), as in the example. 
-/--- / 

1 A part-time job is the best option for 
someone who is a working parent. 1 Eating meat is bad for yo 

I completely agree that a part-time job 
is the best option for someone who is 2 There are many healthy and 
a working parent. tasty alternatives available 

2 Package holidays are ideal for people 
who do not like to travel alone. 
:I a rp + h a t  pac%t hcli ..... .3.. ......................... .. .................. 

3 Becoming more aware of 
environmental concerns is the only 
way to help save our planet. 

3 Eating meat is cruel to 
L&- 

Soya beans A 

and lentils are >conditions just so 
L - 

delicious and are good they can be killed 

4 Educatimal standards in private 
schools are usually higher than 
those in state schools. 

andxitarnins. that u 

5 Boxing is an extremely violent sport 
and should be banned. 

b) Read the viewpoints again and say which you agree with and 
which you disagree with. Make sentences using appropriate 
linking wordslphrases. 

.- c) Completethe 
parts of the esgy below, using your answers from 

- -- - - -  

l parts a) and b) as well as your &n ideas. 
- - 

Nowadays, we are often told what we should or should not eat. However, I 
personally believe .................................................................................................. 
................................................................................................................................... 

To begin with, ................................................................................................. 

.......................................................................................................... In addition, 

: ....".." ....................................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................. D On the other hand, 



Unil l4a Opinion Essovs 

1 3 Read the extracts below and say which are beginnings and which are 
endings. Which writing techniques have been used in each? 

A addressing the reader directly L 

B asking a rhetorical question d 
C using direct speechla quotation 

team loses. Bon't you think that ther ; 
h incidents would be to teach people i 

,,L 

A fast food easy solution 
for people with busy 
lives PI a~ 

B fast food unhealthy D a 
C fast food expensive 

for consumer and 
environment 

- - - . . -. - - - 
aEi 

l - 

3 -TB @.g& W, W ;tuvu urn tt me mm on cnuuran, as me o 
&&g &&t reall, in R&&. lmgh~: how you would feel if yuu 
%%re dk@y expected to be the bE. I 

14 Read the rubric and underline the key words, then answer 
the questions. 

I You have had a class discussion about the following statement: 
ast food is a good alternative to cooking for yourself. 

Now'your teacher has askea you-to write an essay expressing your opinion 
U-- 

and givingreasons for your point of view. 

1 What does the statement in the rubric mean? 
_- - -- A Fast food is cheap, delicious and good for you. - 

@ast food is a good solution for those who have no time to cook. - 
C Cooking is easier than ordering takeaway.- 

2-h points must you include in the essay? 
A your opinion B- your friend's opinion 

reasons to justify your points of view 

3 Which style is not suitable for this essay - formal OF \nforrnal?,l 
\ - 

\ 

15 a) Read the rubric in Ex. 14 again and match the viewpoints (A - C) 
to their reasonslexamples (1 - 6). There are two justifications for 
each viewpoint. 

in fat and salt; not kesh 
2 packaging non-biodegradable, 

damages environment 
3 many ingredients are g e n e M y  

fast food saves time and 

work long hours can 
pick up phone and o g i q  takeaway 

6 money spent on fast b d  fm 
week is enough to buy groqxies for 

I two weeks 

b) Which of the viewpoints 
agree with the statement in 
the rubric? Which disagree? 

c) Use the notes in part a) to 
talk about fast food, as in 
the example. 

e.g. In the first place, fast fd is very 
unhealthy. ... 

l '33 ead the rubric in Ex. 14 again, 
i then write your essay (120 - 180 

words). Use your answers from 
Ex. 14 and your notes from Ex. 
15 to help you. You can use the 
essay in Ex. 3 as a model. 



CTIlT 14b Providing Solulions 10 ~ r o b l e m s !  
- - 

- 
1 Look at the pictures and answer the questions. a - - T* 

a) Which of the following is shown in each picture? -..-,p 
I 1 

1) air pollution .- 
I d.... 

2) heavy traffic C..... 
3) rubbish h" ....... 

b) Do any of these problems exist in your townlcity? 
C) Can you think of any solutions to these problems? 

-7 
Essays providing solutions to problems are pieces of writing in which you discuss.? 
a problem and its causes as well as the expected results or consequences of your 11 
suggestions. An essay providing solution% to problems should consist of: '- 

a) an introduction in which you state the problem andlor what has caused a 
b) a main body which consists of two or more paragraphs presenting' 

suggestions and their resultslconsequences. You should start a new 
paragraph for each suggestion and its results/consequences; and - 

c) a conclusion in which you summarise your opinion. 
Essays providing solutions to problems are normally written in a formdgr 
semi-formal style, depending on who is going to read them and w M e  
they are published. They are usually found in newspapers and 

2 Read the rubric and underline the key words, then answer the questions. 

4 local newspaper has asked its readers to write articles entitled 
"How can we make our city a better place to live?" Write your article 
suggesting ways to improve your city. 

1 Who is going to read your article? 
2 Look at the problems (1-5) and match them to the solutions (a-e). Which 

of these problems do you think is the mostlleast serious? Can you think of 
any more problems and solutions? 

1 m air pollution rovide more litter bim 
heavy traffic b move factories out of the city 
nowhere for people to walk c encourage people to use p;bl,w m nowhere for children to play transport 

1-1 litter d build more parks and playgrounds 
e build wider pavements 

3 Match the solutions above to each of the results below. Then talk about 
the solutions and their results, as in the examples. 

there would be fewer cars on the road 
(Glrll the streets would be cleaner 

3 the air would no longer be dangerous to breathe , .  ., t 

4 children would have somewhere safe to play " 
[Q(l people would be able to move around more easily 

:state the problemls) and1 
the causels) 

suggestions and 
results/consequences 

........... I :--Conclusion . I --...... 
''Final Paragraph 

1.' summarise your opinion . 

* The number of main 
' I  body paragraphs depends 

on the number of 

r e.g. Ifpeople were eocoumged to use 
publk tra~zsprz;  the^ WO& be 
f i r  c m  on the rods. 
We should provide m 
bins. l f w e  G$ thi$ Ik 
woukt be ch&. 


