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VA Expressions + -ing

When these expressions are followed by a verb, the verb ends in -ing:

It’s no wse... / It’s no good...:

® There’s nothing you can do about the situation, so it’s no use worrying about it.

e [t’s no good trying to persuade me. You won’t succeed.
There’s no point in...:

© There’s no point in having a car if you never use it,

® There was no point in waiting any longer, so we went.
It’s {not) worth...:

@ ] live only a short walk from here, so it’s not worth taking a taxi.

® Ir was so late when we got home, it wasn’t worth going to bed.
You can say ‘a film is worth seeing’, ‘a book is worth reading’, etc.

& What was the film like? Was it worth seeing?

@ ] don’t think newspapers are worth reading.

{Have) difficulty -ing

We say ‘have difficulty doing something’ (not ‘to do’):
® | had difficulty finding a place to live. (not ‘I had difficulty to find’)
@ Did you have any difficulty getting a visa?
@ People often have great difficulty reading my writing.

We usually say ‘have difficulty’ (not ‘have difficulties’):

@ PI'm sure you’ll have no difficulty passing the exam. (#ot ‘have no difficulties’)

We use -ing after:

a waste of money.., / a waste of time... (to... is also possible}:
® [t was a waste of time reading that book. It was rubbish.
@ [t’s a waste of money buying things you don’t need.
spend/waste (time)...
@ He spent hours trying to repair the clock.
® [ waste a lot of time daydreaming.

{be) busy...:

® She said she couldn’t see me. She was too busy doing other things.

Go swimming / go fishing etc.

We use go -ing for a number of activities (especially sports). For example, you can say:
go swimming / go sailing / go fishing / go climbing / go skiing / go jogging etc.
also: go shopping / go sightseeing.
® [’d like to go skiing.
@ When did you last go shopping?
@ ['ve never been sailing. (For been and gone, see Unit 7D.)
You can also say ‘come swimming / come skiing’ etc.:
© Why don’t you come swimming with us?




EXERCISES

Complete the sentences on the right.

She won’t be at home.

5 Are you going to complain No, it’s not worth .............

about what happened? Nobody will do anythlng about it.
6 | Do you ever read newspapers? | [ No. I'think it’s a waste .

e

1 )\Shail we get a taxi home? | [ No, it isn’t far. It’s not worth .. detting a taxi. .

¥ If you need help, why don’t IS N0 USE ..o HE woR'E be

i you ask Tom? able to help us.

:3 | Idon’t really want to go out Well, stay at home! There’s no point ...,
_ : tonight, if you don’t want to.

4 Shall I phone Ann now? NO, it’8 10 OO ... s es

nMake sentences with worth -ing or not worth -ing. Choose one of these verbs:
consider  keep read repair see visit

1 The film isn’t very good. ...1t's. not worth seeing. .

4 It’s quite an interesting suggestion. .. §
§ There’s an interesting article in the paper today

 Make sentences beginning There’s no point... .
1 Why have a car if you never use it? .. There's no point. in having a car If you never use it. .

Write sentences using difficulty.

F'] [ managed to get a visa but it was difficult. .| had difficulty getting a visa...
2 Ican't remember people’s names. I have difficulty ...

3 Lucy managed to get a job without difficulty. She had 10 ....ooorooooroooooeo
"4 Do you find it difficult to understand him? Do you have ........c.cc.ccoceoeeeiovieorveceeces e,

5 It won’t be difficult to get a ticket for the concert.

Complete the sentences. Use only one word each time.
1 It’s a waste of money ..buying.., things you don’t need.

2 Every morning 1 spend about an hour ............................ the newspaper.
3 ‘What’s Carol doing?’  “She’s busy .... coeeeeene.. letters.’
4 Ithink you waste too much time .. coevreremerenennn: tElEViSION,

§ There’s a beautiful view from that hlll Itis worth crerernsenseneneenes 1O the top.

Complete these sentences with one of the following (with the verb in the correct form):
‘goskiing  goshopping  goswimming gesaisg  go riding

1 Barry lives by the sea and he’s got a boat, so he often ..g0es gailing.. .

.2 There’s plenty of snow in the mountains so we’ll be able to .........ccovovccrceoronene
3 It was a very hot day, so we . ereesennereseneerens 111 the river,

4 Margaret has got two horses. She often

§ The shops are shut now. It’s too late to ..

2 It would cost too much to repair this watch, I£’s NOt WOTth ..o
3 If you have time, you should go to the museum. It’s WOrth ..o

6 We can throw these old clothes aWay. THEY .o...o.......ooorooooeooeooeoeoeoo oo

2 Don’t eat if you’re N0t hungry. TRETE’™S DO ....ooooooceer oo reeeseesesesseoess s seseesssseees e seeses e
3 Why work if you don’t need MOMEY? ... et es s s
4 Don’t study if you feel tired. ..o st

YOU WOLL'E HAVE BI1Y oottt et sttt
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59.2

2 by standmg on a chair.

3 by turning a key.

4 by borrowing too much money,

5 by driving too fast,

6 by putting some posters up on the
walls.

59.3

paying

gomg

saying

going

using

travelling / being
telling

doing / having

59.4

2 I'm looking forward to seeing her.

3 I'm not looking forward to going
to the dentist.

4 She's looking forward to leaving
school {next surnmer),

5 I'm lookmg forward to playing
tennis (tomorrow).

UNIT 60

60.1

2 hew sed ing dinner so
early, but after séme time he got
used to it. ... He is used to having
dinper at six o’clock. {or He is

used to eatmg atsix o’clock.)

"3 She wasn’t used to working nights

. to get used to it .
IQ_ working nights.

60.2

2 No; I'm used to sleeping on the
floor.. _

3 I'm used ro working hard. /
I'm used to hard work.

4 Pm not used to going to bed (so)
late.

60.3

2 He wasn’t used to the heat/ ...to
the hot weather / ...to living ina
kot climate.

.. She is nused

"3 Shehad to get used to living

4 The children soon got used to her.
/ ...to their new teacher,

5 (example answers) You would
have to get used to the weather /
to the food / to speaking a foretgn
language

60.4

3 drink 7 go

4 eating 8 be

5 having 9 being
6 have

UNIT 61

61.1

‘2 doing

3 coming / going
4 doing / trying
5 buying

[ hea.rmg

7 going’

8 having

9 being

10. watching

11 inviting/ asking
61.2

"2 in'solving

3 of living’

4 of causing

5 (from) walkmg
6 for interrupting
7 of spending
8 from escaping
9 on helping

10 to'playing

61.3

2 Tom insisted on driving Ann to the
station.

3 Jim congratulated me on getting
married.

4 Mis Bond thanked Sue for coming
to see her.

5 Twarned Jack: -against staying at
the:hotel near the airpott,

6 Mary apologised to me for not
phoning {me] earlier,

7 Jane accused me of being selfish.

UNIT 62

62.1

2 It's no use askmg Tom.

3 There’s no point in' going out

4 it’s no good phoning her now

5 it’s not worth complaining {about
what happened}

6 Tthink it’s a waste of time reading
newspapers.

62.2

2 repairing.

3 visiting.

4 It’s worth considering,

5 It's worth. readmg '

6 They aren’t / They’re ot worth
keeping.

62,3

2 There’s no point in eating if you're
not hu.ngry

3 There’s no point in workmg if you
dor’t need money.

4 There’s no pointin studying if you
feel tired.
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KEY TO EXERCISES

62.4

2 Thave difficulty remembering
people’s names,

3 She had no difficulty getting a job.

4 Do yeu have difficulty

_ understandlng him?

S You won’t have any difficulty
getting a ricket for the concert.

62.5 .

2 reading

3 writing

4 -watching

5 climbing / going / walking

62.6

2 go skiing :

3 went swimming
4 goes riding

5 go shopping

UNIT 63

63.1

21 had to go-to the bank to get some
mofiey. -

I’'m saving meney to go to Canada.
L'went intc hospital to have an
operation.

I'm wearing two pullovers to keep
warm. .

I phoned the police station to
report that my car had been stolen.

63.2

to read
towalk or to go on foot
to drink
to put / to-carry
to discuss / to consider / to talk
about
to buy/ to get
to talk / to speak
" to wear / to put on
10 to celebrate
11 to help / to assist

63.3

2 for 6 to

3 to 7 for
40 8 for...tw
5 for

63.4

2 We wore warm c}othes 50 that we
wouldn’t get cold.

3 The man spoke very slowly so that
‘T would understand what he said.
or ...so that I could understarid...

4 I whispered so that nobody else
could hear our conversation. or

...would hear our conversation..

5 Please arrive early so that we can

start the meeting on time.
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