[bookmark: _f35op4tveemm]B2.2-7. Minimal Pairs Worksheet: /s/ and /z/
[bookmark: _a33473lrxeos]/s/ sound (voiceless)
· Air flows out without vibrating the vocal cords.

· Put your hand on your throat — you should feel no vibration.

· Common spellings:

· s → see, bus

· ss → pass, lesson

· c (before e, i, y) → city, race

· ce → rice, face

[bookmark: _8yetw5rt4r8k]/z/ sound (voiced)
· Vocal cords vibrate.

· Put your hand on your throat — you should feel a vibration.

· Common spellings:

· z → zoo, zero

· s (between vowels) → music, easy

· se → rise, lose

· zz → buzz









1. Write the correct phonemic symbol /s/ or /z/ next to each word.
 The first pair is done as an example.

1. rice  /s/  rise /z/

2. buzz ___ bus ___

3. face ___ phase ___

4. ice ___ eyes ___

5. lose ___ loose ___

6. zip ___ sip ___

7. price ___ prize ___

8. peas ___ peace ___

9. seal ___ zeal ___

10. close (verb) ___ close (adj.) ___

11. house (noun) ___ house (verb) ___

12. use (noun) ___ use (verb) ___

13. excuse (noun) ___ excuse (verb) ___

14. race ___ rays ___

15. advice ___ advise ___










Answer key:
1. rice /s/ rise /z/

2. buzz /z/ bus /s/

3. face /s/ phase /z/

4. ice /s/ eyes /z/

5. lose /z/ loose /s/

6. zip /z/ sip /s/

7. price /s/ prize /z/

8. peas /z/ peace /s/

9. seal /s/ zeal /z/

10. close (verb) /z/ close (adj.) /s/

11. house (noun) /s/ house (verb) /z/

12. use (noun) /s/ use (verb) /z/

13. excuse (noun) /s/ excuse (verb) /z/

14. race /s/ rays /z/

15. advice /s/ advise /z/




