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To The Director

Like many operas from the late 1800’s that were set in an exotic location, Lakmé was set in British India.
The music reflects the unique flavors and atmosphere of that region through Delibes’ use of harmony,
texture and dynamics.

This famous duet was performed by Lakmé and her servant Millika as they went to the river to gather
flowers during the first act. In this arrangement, these two roles are performed by the 1st and 2nd Violin
sections, and is an excellent vehicle for featuring these two sections. Optional solos in the 1st and 2nd
Violins from measures 71 to the end allow the director to feature two individuals, and possibly feature
the 1st Violin in measures 31- 51.

The key signatures selected for this edition are very approachable for grade 3 string groups. Delibes
creates a wonderfully expressive quality through his use of dynamic contrast, so be sure to spend some
time rehearsing this. Also, in many cases throughout this piece, the musical textures are created
through the use of repetitive, intertwining accompanying rhythms. Having all players listen carefully to
the way these fit fogether will achieve the fluid, expressive character of this music while maintaining
the precision that ties it fogether.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.
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KENDOR PRESENTS

Grade s Flower Duet From Lakmé by Léo Delibes

(Sous Le Déme Epais)

FULL SCORE arranged by Frank J. Halferty
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