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4 C’s 

• CONTENT 

• The curricular subjects taught in CLIL include Art, Citizenship, Design and Technology, 
Economics, Geography, History, ICT, Mathematics, Music, Physical education, Science… 

• COMMUNICATION 

• Learners have to produce subject language in both oral and written forms.  

• Subject knowledge and language skills are integrated.  

• COGNITION 

• CLIL promotes cognitive or thinking skills which challenge learners (reasoning, creative 
thinking , evaluating…)  

• We also need to analyze thinking processes for their language demands and to teach learners 
the language they need to express their thoughts and ideas.  

• CULTURE 

• The role of culture, understanding ourselves and other cultures, is an important part of CLIL.  

• CLIL gives us opportunities to introduce a wide range of cultural contexts. 
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What are the differences  when selecting ELT and Clil 
materials? 
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ELT materials are selected according to: 

 Grammar 

 Functional syllabus  

 Topic (to present or practice grammar or a set of functions) 

 

CLIL materials are selected according to: 

 Subject content (science, geography, etc) 

 Then the language is considered 
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 What materials can you use? 
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What materials can you use? 

 

 

 Translation from L1 books 

 The internet 

 Teacher generated 
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In CLIL learners study: 
 A curricular subject 

 A topic area from that subject which is in the L1 curriculum 

 

Materials need to include: 
 Skills particular to the subject 

 Need to offer progression 

 

 SO DIFFERENT SUBJECTS – DIFFERENT SKILLS 
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CRITERIA TO SELECT CLIL MATERIALS 

 Are the materials: 

 Appropriate for the students age and stage of learning? 

 Do they match the learning outcomes? 

 Do they consider the 4C’s? 

 Progressive in subject content, in language, in cognitive 
demands, in task demands? 

 Supportive. Do they have word banks, language frames and 
visuals? 

 Varied in skills, tasks and interaction? Are the 
tasks/instructions easy to follow? 

 Collaborative, challenging ? 

 Motivating and complete? 
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ADAPTING MATERAILS 

 

 CLIL materials have to be selected and adapted carefully 
because we have to help learners understand subject content. 
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 TEXT LEVEL: visuals, diagrams, visual organizers, clear 
layout. 

 

 SENTENCE LEVEL: definitions and short explanations. 

 

 WORD LEVEL: labels, bold font, underline key vocabulary, 
capital letters, word banks and glossaries. 
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PARAPHRASING LANGUAGE 

 

 

 Explain why the south-east is more prone to flooding. 
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 Explain why the south-east is more likely to flooding. 
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REMOVING UNNECESSARY DETAILS 

 

 When experimenting with media, get into the spirit of it and 
don’t be afraid to try new ideas 

 

 

Virginia Vinuesa Benítez 



 

 

 When experimenting with media, don’t be afraid to try new 
ideas 
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REDUCING LENGTH OF SENTENCES 

 
 

 

 The advantage of word processing is that you can make 
changes without retyping the whole document and if you 
make a mistake, you can easily correct it. 
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 The advantage of word processing is that you can make 
changes. You don’t have to retype the whole document. If 
you make a mistake, you can easily correct it. 
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VOLCANOES 

A volcano is an opening, or rupture, in a planet's surface or crust, which allows hot 

magma, volcanic ash and gases to escape from below the surface. 

Volcanoes are generally found where tectonic plates are diverging or converging. A mid-

oceanic ridge, for example the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, has examples of volcanoes caused 

by divergent tectonic plates pulling apart; the Pacific Ring of Fire has examples of 

volcanoes caused by convergent tectonic plates coming together. By contrast, volcanoes 

are usually not created where two tectonic plates slide past one another. Volcanoes can 

also form where there is stretching and thinning of the Earth's crust in the interiors of 

plates, e.g., in the East African Rift, the Wells Gray-Clearwater volcanic field and the Rio 

Grande Rift in North America. This type of volcanism falls under the umbrella of "Plate 

hypothesis" volcanism.[1] 

Intraplate volcanism has also been postulated to be caused by mantle plumes. These so-

called "hotspots", for example Hawaii, are postulated to arise from upwelling diapirsfrom 

the core-mantle boundary, 3,000 km deep in the Earth. 

 

• Source: Wikipedia 
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THANK YOU! 

 

virginia.vinuesa@urjc.es 

 

@VirginiaVinuesa 
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