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THE ROLE OF LANGUAGE: BARRETT'S TAXONOMY

LITERAL
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KEY WORDS:
LITERAL COMPREHENSION |~
(Explicit statements) b) ShOV-V. 'me
It involves locating the facts and recalling information. C) Locate... -
d) Identify the place...
e) List...
f) Summarise...
Recognition or recall of: SAMPLE QUESTIONS:
DETAILS (names of characters, settings, times...) 1) Where is...?
» 2) Who did...?
MAIN IDEAS d f horl t
(main idea of a paragraph or larger part) 3) How many...?
SEQUENCE (order of incidents in a story) 4) When did...?

COMPARISONS (likeness or differences among
characters, times, place...)

CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS (reasons for
incidents, events or character actions)

CHARACTER TRAITS (find statements that tell what
type of a character a person was)

5) What are...?

6) What happened when/before/after...?
7) Which are the steps for...?

8) How different are they...?

9) What caused...?




KEY WORDS:
a) Pretend

b) Suppose
c) Consider
d) Imagine (if)
e) Figure out

INFERRING SUPPORTING DETAILS

INFERRING MAIN IDEA

INFERRING SEQUENCE

INFERRING COMPARISONS

INFERRING CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS

INFERRING CHARACTER TRAITS

PREDICTING OUTCOMES

INFERRING ABOUT FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

KEY WORDS:
a) Assess
b) Value
¢) Judge
d) Opinion
e) Fair/unfair/right/wrong
f) Appropriate

JUDGEMENTS OF REALITY OR FANTASY
JUDGEMENTS OF FACTS OR OPINION
JUDGEMENT OF ADEQUACY OR VALIDITY
JUDGEMENT OF APPROPRIATENESS

JUDGEMENT OF WORTH, DESIRABILITY OR
ACCEPTABILITY




APPRECIATIVE COMPREHENSION

(Creative reading)

It involves an emotional reaction or developing a product into
a new form.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

1) Can you make up a story...?

2) What would you do if you were a...?

3) How would you illustrate...?

4) How many different titles or endings can
you create...?

5) How would you express those feelings in
your own words...?

6) How would you change the beginning of
the story?

7) Which character do you identify with?
Why?

EXAMPLE OF INTEGRATION:
Science school project showing the

relationship between paper consumption
and deforestation, conservation and
recycling methods.




Understand the relationship between paper consumption and deforestation
(Understand).

» Learn how to recycle and take measures to protect the environment. (Apply).

» Appreciate the negative consequences on the environment (Evaluate).

» Design a plan of action for saving paper to be carried out at their school. (Create).

» Make a poster about the issue. (Create).
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Understand lexicon related to recycling and deforestation by means of reading or
listening to texts related to the topic: paper, production, deforestation, recycling
environmental  protection... (Reading /listening— Barrett’'s Inferential
Comprehension).

Explain processes related to the topic: how paper is made, how the forest is cut down,
how this harms the environment... (Speaking— Barrett’s Inferential and
Appreciation Comprehension).

Write suggestions about recycling, protecting the environment, taking action in daily

life... (Writing— Barrett’s Appreciation/Creative Comprehension).

Language for learning (these objectives are more general and are relpted to class-

dynamics and subject-related language classroom)

» Discuss ideas.

» Use language for discussion, explanation, and argumentation.

» Defend an argument.

Language through learning (these objectives are related to scaffolded learning, to the

students’ building their knowledge of language on their own)

» Use multilingual wiki-glossaries to become familiar with the new lexicon.
» Watch and listen to a YouTube video in which people explain how paper is made.

» Present a plan, either in written form or orally, using digital tools.
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