
Benefits of Competition in Education
Competition … [is] fun and exciting for kids because, well…it just is. That’s why there is intrinsic value in a classroom competition even when it lacks any rewards or prizes – the game itself is enough to get kids interested. Many parents see their children as being more interested in the sports they play than their studies, and many of them probably wish they could raise their kid's interest level for the academic side of things. Kids like to play sports because they’re games, and games are fun – they enjoy practicing those sports because that's usually a game too, and because improving makes you perform better, which is generally more fun. We need to bring that same attitude and level of effort to academics, and to the general development of one’s thinking and problem-solving skills. So identify activities (games) that a) your kids think are fun and b) have clear cognitive benefits, directly or indirectly, and then encourage those activities. Encourage healthy forms of competition or gamification around those activities, and around academics – remember, no significant rewards or prizes – and you’ll have a kid who's just as eager to learn as she is to play sports.
· Can you think of any other arguments to support this point of view?
· How would you criticize this line of argument? How could you counter those criticisms?
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Benefits of Cooperation in Education
Cooperation works better than competition in schools.  Scientists have verified this in countless studies.  Cooperation is a better route to success for students since they learn better when they work together.  When students work together as a group and share information and resources, learning increases.  In contrast, when students compete against each other, they often withhold information from each other in order to get better grades than their peers.  They are driven by individual self-interest.
Cooperation increases creativity, teamwork, self-esteem and a sense of belonging.  It promotes the development of a true learning community.  Critical thinking and leadership skills flourish in a cooperative effort when everyone is focused on the same learning goals. Teachers can guide this process and work together to integrate learning across the various disciplines.
· Can you think of any other arguments to support this point of view?
· How would you criticize this line of argument? How could you counter those criticisms?



