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Portland’s illicit past is filled with tales of shanghaied sailors, opium dens, and open vice. The city’s underground activities began early in its history. 
In the 1800s, Portland was a bustling port town, and the second largest American harbor on the West Coast. Populated by mostly young male migratory workers, it gained an international reputation for violence and lawlessness.
Corruption was rampant: politicians, votes and police were all for sale; prostitutes plied their trade openly; and vagrancy was illegal, forcing many men on the lowest rungs of society into a life of indentured servitude as sailors.
When the city was incorporated in 1851 there were 800 residents, more than 600 of them men. That year the city constructed its first municipal building – a jail.
 By 1870 the population had jumped to 8,000. Families were settling in the area, but more than sixty percent of the population was male. Most of those were transient laborers working on ships, mines, and nearby forests. For many, their main source of entertainment was cheap alcohol, gambling, and prostitution. While in Chinatown, crime syndicates ran opium dens and other underworld activities.
Vice was so rampant throughout the waterfront district that the area earned the names “Court of Death” and “White Chapel” after the famous area in London stalked by Jack the Ripper. 
Over the years stories about the era have become legendary and treated as historical fact, even with little documentation.
Through expert interviews, first-hand accounts, and hundreds of rarely seen images, Portland Noir uncovers the true story of the early city’s illicit history.
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A. Before you watch
1. What do you know about Portland? about Oregon?
2. What do you know about the settlement of the American West?

B. Read the introductory article and match the vocabulary to the correct definition.
	A
	B

	1. shanghai (v)
2. ply (one’s) trade (v)
3. vagrancy (n)
4. rung (n)
5. indentured (adj.)
6. incorporate (v)
	a. Forced to work for another for a specified time especially in return for payment of travel expenses and maintenance
b. One of the crosspieces of a ladder; a level in a hierarchy
c. To engage in diligently; practice
d. To form into a legal unit, e.g. a town or city
e. To kidnap (a man) for compulsory service aboard a ship, especially after drugging him.
f. Wandering from place to place without a permanent home or a means of livelihood.



C. Watch the documentary and answer the following questions.
1. Is the Bunko Kelly story true?
2. What was the main industry for “The Clearing”?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]How did the migratory workers spend their money?
4. How long was the bar at the Erickson’s Saloon?	
5. Officially, what were the temperance supporters arrested for?
6. In general, did prostitutes make a lot of money?


Key
A. Introduction
1. Students own answers
2. Students own answers
B. Matching
1. e
2. c
3. f
4. b
5. a
6. d
C. Comprehension
1. No
2. Shipping wheat
3. Alcohol and prostitution
4. 684 ft. (208 m)
5. Disorderly praying
6. No
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