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1) Why does pronunciation matter?

1) The impact on 
speaking
a) poor intelligibility
b) avoidance of 

vocabulary
c) avoidance of 

structures

infrastructure

If I’d known, 
I’d’ve learned Chinese

Wrocław
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1) Why does pronunciation matter?

2) The impact on 
listening
a) recognition

Asia

i. sounds
ii. words
iii. sentences

I M GOING TO WORK
I M GOING TO WORK
I M GOING TO WORK
I M GOING TO WORK

Department of Employment, Trade and Industry
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1) Why does pronunciation matter?

2) The impact on listening
b) overload
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1) Why does pronunciation matter?

3) The impact on writing
a) invented spelling
b) misspelling

b) White fish with 
crap sauce

a) Łódź
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1) Why does pronunciation matter?

Catherine Walter: This suggests strongly that teaching 
phonology will help L2 learners to read better.

4) The impact 
on reading
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2) What is a good goal for our students’ pronunciation?
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In organisations where English has become the corporate 
language, meetings sometimes go smoothly when no native 
speakers are present. This is not just because non-native 
speakers are intimidated by the presence of a native speaker. 

Increasingly, the problem may be that few native speakers 
belong to the community of practice which is developing 
amongst lingua franca users.

David Graddol, (2006)
English Next, British Council

2) What is a good goal for our students’ pronunciation?
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… accent and intelligibility are NOT the same 
thing. A speaker can have a very strong accent, 

yet be perfectly understood.

Derwing & Munro 2008

A 
good 
accent

Intelligibility

2) What is a good goal for our students’ pronunciation?
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Intelligibility

2) What is a good goal for our students’ pronunciation?
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Intelligibility

Goal 1 – a 
NS accent

Goal 2 –
international
intelligibility

3) What are our teaching priorities?
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Goal 1 Goal 2

1. Vowels

2. Consonants

3. Clusters

4. Word stress

5. Sentence stress

6. Stress-timing

7. Weak forms

8. Schwa

9. Tones

3) What are our teaching priorities?

Talk to
the world

VIP = Very Important
IP = Important

NP = Not important

Goal 1 = NS accent
Goal 2 = International   

intelligibility



VIP = Very Important
IP = Important

NP = Not important

Goal 1 = NS accent
Goal 2 = International   

intelligibility

Goal 1 Goal 2

1. Vowels VIP

2. Consonants VIP

3. Clusters VIP

4. Word stress VIP

5. Sentence stress VIP

6. Stress-timing VIP

7. Weak forms VIP

8. Schwa VIP

9. Tones VIP
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VIP = Very Important
IP = Important

NP = Not important

Goal 1 = NS accent
Goal 2 = International   

intelligibility

Goal 1 Goal 2

1. Vowels VIP IP

2. Consonants VIP VIP

3. Clusters VIP VIP

4. Word stress VIP IP

5. Sentence stress VIP VIP

6. Stress-timing VIP NP

7. Weak forms VIP

8. Schwa VIP

9. Tones VIP NP

3) What are our teaching priorities?
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Goal 1 International Intelligibility

1. Vowels VIP VIP
Focus on length

2. Consonants VIP VIP
Variation in /θ, ð/ & /r/

3. Clusters VIP VIP 
Word initial & medial

4. Word stress VIP IP

5. Sentence stress VIP VIP

6. Stress-timing VIP Not important

7. Weak forms VIP Can reduce intelligibility!
Listening work only

8. Schwa VIP Can reduce intelligibility!
Listening work only

9. Tones VIP Not important

Talk to
the world
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This paper tries to show the importance of 
exposure of learners of English, especially those in 

the military field, to non-native models of 
pronunciation.

4) Who are our models?
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Murphy, J. M. (2014). Intelligible, comprehensible, nonnative models 
in ESL/EFL pronunciation teaching. System: An International Journal of 
Educational Technology and Applied Linguistics. 42, pp. 258-269.

This paper reviews purposes for pronunciation teaching, 
questions the hegemony of native English speaker (NES) 
models, and explores the possibility of incorporating at 

least some attention to nonnative English speaker (NNES) 
models ....

4) Who are our models?
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4) Who are our models?
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1. Existing NS voices in ELT 
specific materials from 
coursebooks or online.

2. Stars and celebrities from 
sports and the arts who 
regularly use English in their 
work.

3. Any school teacher whose 
pronunciation is 
internationally understood.



1) Pronunciation matters because it …

2) A good goal for our students’ pronunciation is …

3) The lingua franca core is … 

4) The best models for pronunciation are …

Part 1 – summary

Talk to
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1) Pronunciation matters because it affects every other 
aspect of learning English.

2) A good goal for our students’ pronunciation is 
international intelligibility.

3) The lingua franca core is a good guide to the teaching 
priorities for international intelligibility. 

4) The best models for pronunciation are English teachers 
who know from experience that they are internationally 
intelligible speakers.

Part 1 – summary
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Teaching the 
Pronunciation of 
English as a 
Lingua Franca.

Oxford 
University Press 
2010

ETp
Issues 21 
90, 91

https://englishglobalcom.wordpress.com/downloads/

Part 1 – summary
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Part 2: 
Pronunciation
APPS and IDEAS

Robin Walker
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2) Pronunciation APPS

A = Awareness (sensing that it’s different)

P = Perception (hearing specific differences)

P = Practice (doing specific differences in class)

S = Success (doing it automatically)

Talk to
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Awareness (sensing that it’s different)

Bilbao / Cádiz Paula / David

Nesquick / chocolate Austria / Asia

2) Pronunciation APPS
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BINGO 

 they   wash 

 watch three shore 

hat  day hot 

saw tree hut  
 

Practice (doing specific differences in class)

2) Pronunciation APPS
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‘Polish’ basketball

Practice (doing specific differences in class)

2) Pronunciation APPS
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Professional Development 46

Primary Pronunciation Box
Caroline Nixon & 
Michael Tomlinson
Cambridge University Press

Practice (doing specific differences in class)

2) Pronunciation APPS
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Pronunciation Games
Mark Hancock
Cambridge University Press

Practice (doing specific differences in class)

2) Pronunciation APPS
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Pronunciation
Clement Laroy
Oxford University Press

Practice (doing specific differences in class)

2) Pronunciation APPS
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Child ... y es que tendremos que ir tempan... 
tempañisss... 

(pauses to check on the pronunciation) 
tempaniiismo, si vamos a llegar para...

Mother Tempranísimo.
Child Trempanisimo.
Mother Temprano. Temprano.  (Intonation flat) 
Child Trempano.  Si vamos a ir...

Success (doing it right automatically)

2) Pronunciation APPS
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Child Trempano.  Si vamos a ir...
Mother TemPRAno. PRAno.
Child Trem...
Mother Tem.  TEM.
Child Tem.
Mother Praaano.
Child Praano.  – (pause)  – Temprano. (long pause)

Tendremos que ir tempano si vamos a llegar
para...

Success (doing it right automatically)

2) Pronunciation APPS

Talk to
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I
D
E
A
S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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Pulse SB3
© MacMillan Education

Imitate 
D
E
A
S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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I

Discriminate

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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imPORtant

IMpotent

I 
Discriminate
E
A
S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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Same or different?
a) S
b) S
c) S
d) D

Odd one out
a) 3
b) 1
c) 4
d) 1

I 
D
E
A
S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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I – Imitate

D – DISCRIMINATE

E
A
S

IDEAS for teaching pronunciation

Mark Hancock
Pronunciation Games
© Cambridge University Press
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Imitate

Demonstrate

Explain

Associate

Stimulate

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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I

Demonstrate

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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p b    m      f v      θ ð w 

t d     tʃ dʒ s z    ʃ ʒ

k g     j    h    l     r

Easy

OK

Hard

I

D

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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60

© http://alisongarwoodjones.com

I

D

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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Professional Development 61

Demonstration is:

• a natural thing to do

• is physical and visual        (multiple 
intelligences)

• requires no meta-language

• is immediate and on-demand 
• can easily be exaggerated / repeated 

/ slowed down / etc.

• can provoke laughter & enjoyment

I

D

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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Imitate

Demonstrate

Explain

Associate

Stimulate

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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/æ/
back
can

have

I

D

Explain

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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I

D

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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Professional Development 64

This is an open sound made with a lot of 
force in the larynx, the sides of the 

tongue in light contact with the upper 
molars, and the lips spread. 

What’s got to come out, if you do it well, 
is a almost strangled sound, with quite a 

lot of muscular tension in the throat.

I

D

E

A

S

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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Mosaic SB3
© Oxford University Press

I

D

E

A

S
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Imitate

Demonstrate

Explain

Associate

Stimulate

3) IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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green

red

purple

grey

brown

I

D

E

Associate

S
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I

D

E

A

S
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I

D

E

A

S
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I

D

E

A

S
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I

D

E

A
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I

D
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//əə//
tthhee  JJookkeerr  
iinn  tthhee  ppaacckk
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Imitate

Demonstrate

Explain

Associate

Stimulate
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Yes!

I like it!

I

D

E

A

S
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Initiative SB1 U4
© MacMillan Education
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D

E

A
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Project SB2
© Oxford University Press

I

D

E

A

S
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Games are fun … 

I

D

E

A

S
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I

D

E

A

S
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Professional Development 88

Web: www.englishglobalcom.com

IDEAS for teaching pronunciation
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