UNIDADE DIDÁCTICA: THANKSGIVING DAY 

Nivel educativo 3º ESO

· Contidos:

1. Comprensión lectora dun texto sobre o tema

2. Visualización da historia sobre a orixe da celebración

3. Coñecemento de vocabulario relacionado coa celebración
· Recursos
http://gmenglish.pagesperso-orange.fr/5emes/Thanksgiving/lecteur.swf
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In the United States
Main article: Thanksgiving (United States)

In the United States, the moden Thanksghving holiday tradition is commanly, but not universally, traced to a poorly documented 1621
celebration at Plymouth in present-day Massachusetts. The 1621 Plymotth feast and thanksghing was prompted by a good harvest
Pilgrims and Puritans who began emigrating from England in the 1620 and 130s carried the tradition of Days of Fasting and Days of
Thanksgiving vith ther to New England. Several days of Thanksgiving were held in early New England history that have been identifed
as the "First Thanksgiving”, including Pilgrim holidays in Plymouth in 1621 and 1623, and a Puritan holiday in Boston in 1631, FIE]
According to historian Jererny Bangs, director of the Leiden American Pilgrim Museurn, the Pilgrims may have been infienced by
watching the annual services of Thanksgiving for the relief of the siege of Leiden in 1574, while they were staying in Leiden.["" In later
years, religious thanksghing senices were declared by cil leaders such as Governor Bradford, who planned 3 thanksgiving celebration

The First Thanksgiving at PymouthBy &7 and fast in 1623.("10210%) The practice of holding an annual harvest festival did not become a regular affair in New England until the late
denrie . Brownscombe (1914) 18605,

Thanksgiving praclamations were made mostly by church leaders in New England up untl 1882, and then by both state and church
leaders untl afer the American Revolution. During the revolutionary period, political influences affected the issuance of Thanksghing proclamations. Various proclamations were
made by royal governors, John Hancock, General George Washington, and the Continental Congress,["®) each giving thanks ta God for events favorable to their causes.'™) As
President of the United States, George Washington proclaimed the first nation-vide thanksgiving celebration in America marking Novernber 26, 1769, *as a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favours of Almighty God".['”!

In madem times the President of the United States, in addition to issuing a proclamation, will “pardon” a turkey, which spares the bird' life and ensures that it will spend the
duration of its life roaming freely on farmland. [

Debate about first celebrations in the United States

The traditional representation of where the first Thanksgiving was held in the United States has often been a subject of bosterisrn and debate, though the debate s often confused
by mixing up the ideas of a Thanksgiving holiday celebration and a Thanksgiving religious senice. According to author James Baker, this debate is a "tempest in a beanpot” and
"marvelous nonsense”. !

Local boosters in Virginia, Florida, and Texas promote their own colonists, who (ike many people getting off a boat) gave thanks for setting faot again on dry
land. (Jeremy Bangs!'™)

These claims include an earlier religious service by Spanish explorers in Texas at San Elizario in 1598, as well as thanksgiving feasts in the Virginia Colony. ") Robyn Gioia and
Michael Gannon of the University of Florida argue that the earliest Thanksgiving senice in what is now the United States was celebrated by the Spanish on September 8, 1585, in
what is now Saint Augustine, Florida. P92 A day for Thanksgiving services was codified in the founding charter of Berkeley Hundred in Charles City County, Virginia in 1619.22)

According to Baker, "Historically, none of these had any influence over the evolution of the modern United States holiday. The American holiday's true origin was the New England
Cabinist Thanksghing. Never coupled with 3 Sabbath mesting, the Puritan abservances were special days set aside during the week for thanksgiving and praise in respanse to
God's providence. ")

Fixing the date of the holiday

The reason for the earlier Thanksgiving celebrations in Canada has often been attributed to the earlier onset of winter in the north, thus ending the harvest season earlier %
Thanksgiving in Canada did not have a fixed date untilthe late 19th century. Prior to Canadlian Confederation, many of the indiidual colanial governors of the Canatian provinces had
declared their own days of Thanksgiving. The first oficial Canadian Thanksgiving occurred on April 15, 1872,2% when the nation was celebrating the Prince of Wales' recovery from a
serious illness.?*) By the end of the 19th century, Thanksgiving Day was normally celebrated on Noverber B. However, when World \War | ended, the Armistice Day holiday was
usually held during the same week. To prevent the twa holidays from clashing with one anather, in 1957 the Canadian Parliament proclaimed Thanksgiving to be observed on its
present date on the second Monday of October ™) Since 1971, when the American Uniform Monday Holiday Act taok effect, the American observance of Columbus Day has
coincided with the Canadian observance of Thanksgiving. 2%/2%)

Fathers until the time of Lincoln, the date




