My top principles for content and language teaching to teens

It’s no good if you can’t remember it.
We’re all still learning.
Regularly ask: So what have we learnt? What have we done?
Share rationale.
if you ask someone to do something with nothing, you create stress.
If you don’t provide support as part of the task, you’ll end up needing to rescue your students later.
Support. Support. Support.
Don’t play games you don’t want to play.
Adapting material and techniques to your context is the missing link between seeing something good and doing something good.
‘Creative’ teaching comes from small, well connected moves.
1. Vary the base activity 2. Attach content/language 
3. Adjust to context 4. Think about logistics
Share. Share. share.
Ask: What will each student be doing at each moment in the lesson?
Ask: How can we take out the pain?
Ask: What will I the teacher be doing at this moment of the lesson?
Ask: What will I enjoy? 
Making a prediction, expressing a preference or giving an opinion is always more fun than just being told what to do.
When the enthusiasm comes from our students, the control is with us.
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