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session outline: 
 

 

 

 

 

SESSION 2 (25/10, 18.00-21.00) 
❏ Managing mixed-ability groups: Sharing the experience of teaching students with different 

levels of English. Brainstorming ideas to put into practice. 

❏ Using ICT in class: Digital Natives and New Technologies: a combination possible in the FL 

classroom? Ideas for using ICTs in the class. 

❏ Summing up. End of session discussion. 

 



SESSION 
2 



AN EDUCATOR’S MOST CHALLENGING TASK IS..? 

REACHING ALL STUDENTS 

REGARDLESS OF THEIR 

ABILITY 

MOTIVATING OUR  

STUDENTS TO LEARN 



STREAMING vs MIXED ABILITY 

MIXED ABILITY TEACHING: adapting 

to the needs of a diverse group by 

providing high achievers with more 

challenging materials and supporting 

low achievers. 

STREAMING: providing a single 

content, style & pace to a particular 

ability group. 

-Class division:prejudices. 

-Under-achievement of weaker students which may 

well lead to low expectations in life. 

-Reduction in chances of discrimination. 

-High achievers can develop leadership skills and 

consolidate their knowledge by teaching others. 

-Low achievers can feel that they feel secure in a group 

where help is provided by fellow students in a 

collaborative atmosphere. 

 

 
 

WE  

ARE 

MOSTLY 

HERE 



MIXED ABILITY CLASSES: A NEW CONCEPT? 
Definition of mixed-ability  

A TAG FOR A FACT? 

Haven’t 

we all got 

different 

abilities? 

no two students are 

alike =  

no two students 

learn the same way 

personality 

topic interests 

learning styles & preferences 

language level 

multiple intelligences 

http://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mixed-ability
http://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mixed-ability
http://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mixed-ability


HOW TO ADDRESS MIXED ABILITY... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

‘Create a structure to move students 

from where they are to where you want 

them to be’ 

DEFINITION 

http://youtube.com/v/SWEtW70wzX0
http://edglossary.org/scaffolding/
http://edglossary.org/scaffolding/


usual situations in a mixed-abiliiy class... 
- Working pace (fast finishers <-> slow learners). 

- Falling behind with our syllabus objectives. 

- Boredom (-> disruption/apathy) of stronger/weaker students. 

- Lesson domination of stronger students. 

- Pairwork dilemma: weak+strong or weak+weak/strong+strong? 

- Setting the level of the activities/tasks done in class. 

- Poor homework by weaker students. 

- Complex questions by stronger students. 

SOURCE: Managing Large Mixed Ability Classes Workshop. British Council Palestine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlGvCJ4CitU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlGvCJ4CitU


working modes in a mixed ability class 
INDIVIDUAL 

WORK 

GROUP  

WORK 

PAIR  

WORK 

-SAME  

LEVEL 

 

-DIFFERENT 

LEVEL 

DIFFERENTIATED TASKS  

(TO SUPPLEMENT OUR TEXTBOOK) 

 

 
EXTENSION ACTIVITIES              SUPPORT STRATEGIES 

 

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/adapting-materials-mixed-ability-classes


TIPS TO USE IN A MIXED ABILITY CLASSROOM 
❏ REDUCE ‘lockstep teaching’ (same thing/time/results). 

❏ DIFFERENTIATE tasks according to ability. 

❏ APPLY the KWL Qs (What do I already KNOW?-WHAT do I want to know?-What have I LEARNT?). 

❏ Teach COOPERATIVELY: 

● Jigsaw Technique 

● Inside/Outside Circles 

● Pair of Pairs 

● Think-Pair-Share 

● Numbered Heads Together 

● Team Games Tournament 

❏ Promote PBL (Project-based learning) where different ability students work together on a common 

task. 
❏ Use 5 SENSES when teaching (manipulatives, visual aids, kinesthetics…). 
❏ ENCOURAGE Peer Monitoring. 

❏ Use ICTs in the classroom. 

❏ CONSIDER Classroom Flipping. 

http://eltnotebook.blogspot.com.es/2010/11/lockstep-teachinglearning.html
https://elt-resourceful.com/2012/02/17/ideas-for-providing-differentiation-that-dont-involve-writing-different-materials-and-a-different-plan-for-each-student-in-the-class-2/
http://study.com/academy/lesson/cooperative-and-collaborative-learning-in-the-classroom.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2mfZLcdonY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2mfZLcdonY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el_aQF58jDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el_aQF58jDw
http://www.teachertube.com/video/sdaie-el-strategies-pairs-check-367154
http://www.teachertube.com/video/sdaie-el-strategies-pairs-check-367154
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW87rihT38I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW87rihT38I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW87rihT38I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW87rihT38I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW87rihT38I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW87rihT38I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0tRqrCAxnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0tRqrCAxnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ell-peer-tutoring-inps
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ell-peer-tutoring-inps
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ell-peer-tutoring-inps
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/ell-peer-tutoring-inps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojiebVw8O0g


ICTs IN THE CLASSROOM 
They mean… 

 

 

 

 

...more ready-made resources 

 ...more practice outside the classroom too 

 ...more suitability to the learner’s own pace 

...immediate feedback 

...more engaging for the student 



ICTs IN THE CLASSROOM 
but also… 

 

 

 

 

...impersonal 

 ...useless outside the classroom without internet 

 ...unreliable 

...intimidating 



ICT tools applied to BLOOM’S TAXONOMY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SOURCE: http://faculty.indstate.edu/spenney/bdt.htm 



i(ct)deas... 

https://openclipart.org/detail/222289/bright-idea 



ICT-BASED ACTIVITIES FOR TABLETS, COMPUTERS OR DIGITAL BOARDS... 

BECOME A SCRIPT 

WRITER 

https://openclipart.org/detail/

1087/uncle-sam-pointing 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 



WEBSITES & EXAMPLES... 

An avatar example with Voki  

Online chatroom example with Edmodo 

Video Making with Movie Maker (examples:  1   2) 

Radio Programme example (with Podomatic) 

Class Blog example with Blogger 

Beat the machine!  

Online I Spy 1    2 

Film Making example (with PowToon) 

Online Games (1  2

 3 4) 
Script Writing /Voiceover Activities 

(Short Films Vol. I Short Films Vol. II) 

(Complete the cartoon 1  2) 

Mini Audio Novels  

Cartoon example with MakeBeliefsComix

  
Cartoon Strips   

 

Comic Generator Presentation example with Google Slides 

http://www.voki.com/site/pickup?scid=2968410&chsm=ad5a36371c225b8049a425c715b39c82
http://www.voki.com/
https://www.edmodo.com/home
https://www.edmodo.com/home
https://www.edmodo.com/home
https://support.microsoft.com/es-es/help/14220/windows-movie-maker-download
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxwefOZNUkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mxkx6ilZtdg
http://radiobelelle.podomatic.com/entry/2011-02-19T16_47_56-08_00
https://www.podomatic.com/login
http://proxectosplurilingues.blogspot.com.es/
https://www.blogger.com
https://www.blogger.com
http://www.20q.net/
http://onlinegamestars.com/cat/I-spy/
https://www.scholastic.com/ispy/games/bingo.htm
https://www.scholastic.com/ispy/games/bingo.htm
https://youtu.be/KkqeKu2N2mw
https://www.powtoon.com/home/g/en/
http://www.eslgamesworld.com/
http://www.esl-galaxy.com/multimedia.htm
http://a4esl.org/
http://www.freddiesville.com/games-ville/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBqhKEzcw0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxuHv072bSc
https://www.teachervision.com/tv/printables/begin_end.pdf
https://www.teachervision.com/tv/printables/Middlepdf.pdf
http://www.rong-chang.com/mini-novels/
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/?comix_id=21450469C2058677
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
http://toonut.com/esl-printable-worksheets/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PFfan6xP20Zrx2QL9NGHZSlYFYxOn1wzqrZk6lUCiHA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/slides/about/
https://www.google.com/slides/about/


DISCUSSION 
TIME! 



ENGLISH IN PRE-SCHOOL & PRIMARY... 

WHICH ONE DID YOU LIKE BEST? 

http://youtube.com/v/fGwcLTZH9aI
http://youtube.com/v/bkMQXFOqyQA
http://youtube.com/v/4DtyAdeVlNg
http://youtube.com/v/9GtNj1GZLLI
http://youtube.com/v/zl_ppO5zKAI
http://youtube.com/v/-nBpwJk5GHw


ENGLISH IN SECONDARY... WHICH ONE DID YOU LIKE BEST? 

http://youtube.com/v/GcFxh3Ep6m0
http://youtube.com/v/AzpoIbEwQGk


 
SHALL WE THINK 

‘OUTSIDE THE BOX’? 
 
 
 
 SOURCE: https://pixabay.com/es/idea-respuesta-ilustraci%C3%B3n-1026394/ 

START SMALL  

(& take it from there!) 

GIVE SS 

RESPONSABILITY 

(& move away from 

‘spoonfeeding’ them!) 

TALK WITH YOUR SS 

(& encourage same eye-level) 

DELEGATE 

(& encourage a hands-on 

student-centred approach) 



BEFORE WE GO… 
A LAST-MINUTE 
MESSAGE FROM 

CYBERSPACE 



http://youtube.com/v/JQRvcd4Y70U
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gbpDFBk3qdFjohQzbXTE50GZzfsOu7_9M0Joer_fF24/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gbpDFBk3qdFjohQzbXTE50GZzfsOu7_9M0Joer_fF24/edit?usp=sharing

