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F2201021 Developing Oracy in English 

Profesor: Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa
modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal

modestocorderi@hotmail.com

Lugar: CFR Ferrol

Datas e horario:

Sesión 1: mércores 12 abril 2023, 16:30- 19:30.

Sesión 2: mércores 19 abril 2023, 16:30- 19:30.

Sesión 3: mércores 3 maio 2023, 16:30- 19:30.

Sesión 4: mércores 10 maio 2023, 16:30- 19:30.

mailto:modestocorderi@edu.xunta.es
mailto:modestocorderi@hotmail.com
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“The world is a stage, men and 

women are actors. Everybody will 

have different roles in life and have a 

chance to get on and off the stage”.

William Shakespeare (1564-1616). 
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Who is Modesto Corderi Novoa ?

Who is 

Modesto 

Corderi?
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• Doctor cum laude en Adquisición de Lenguas en Contextos Multilingües por la Universidad
del País Vasco (UPV EHU);

• Máster en didáctica de ELE por la Universidad de Nebrija;

• Máster en Formación del Profesorado de Educación Secundaria Obligatoria y Bachillerato,
Formación Profesional y Enseñanzas de idiomas, especialidad Lengua Extranjera Inglés por la
Universidad Internacional de Valencia (VIU);

• Máster en Máster en Enseñanza de Chino a Hablantes de Otros Idiomas;

• Licenciado en Filología China aplicada a Comercio Internacional por la Universidad de Lengua
y Cultura (BLCU) de Beijing;

• TESOL University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia;

• Ingeniero técnico en informática de gestión por la Universidad de Vigo, Galicia, España.

Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa - Estudios académicos
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Experiencia docente

5

Profesor de español

Instituto Cervantes de Beijing; 

Universidad de Tsinghua, BFSU y Jiaotong,

Instituto Gucheng y 109 de Beijing;

Universidad George Washington GWU en Washington D.C., 

Estados Unidos. 

Profesor de chino

Universidad de Tsinghua;

Escuela Oficial de Idiomas de Vigo, Ourense y A Coruña, 

Galicia, España.
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Esta historia empieza en 2006 en Beijing…
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Descubro el teatro improvisado en 2007 en Beijing, China.
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Modesto Corderi Novoa: 9 años en Beijing: Programa Extranjeros en 
China. Canal CCTV - CGTN (2006 - 2015)
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http://cctv.cntv.cn/2016/11/06/VIDEo8DAyLfmlF0A23eIdMoI161106.shtml

https://youtu.be/cAxq621oA2E
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Mi primera clase como profesor de español. 

Instituto Cervantes de Pekín (2007).
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Primera clase de español oral con teatro aplicado. 

Universidad de Jiaotong. Beijing, China (2012)
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Primera vez impartiendo un curso de chino oral con 

teatro aplicado en la Universidad de Tsinghua, 

Beijing, China (2015)
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Clase experimental de chino con teatro aplicado y 

Trabajo Fin de Máster, Universidad de Lengua y 

Cultura de Beijing BLCU, Beijing, China (2013- 2015)

12

Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa 莫帝 – mayo 2023

El uso de teatro aplicado en el aula de idiomas

modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal

modestocorderi@hotmail.com

mailto:modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal
mailto:modestocorderi@hotmail.com


13

Clase de español usando teatro aplicado 

(Washington D.C., Estados Unidos) 2015 - 2016
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Escuelas Oficiales de Idiomas de Galicia: 

clase de chino usando teatro (Vigo, Ourense y Coruña)

2016 - actualidad
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丁广泉，相声演员（1944-2018）
Ding Guangquan, actor y cómico de China.

En recuerdo del Maestro Ding
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Prof. Dr. Lourdes 

Ortega.
Head of the 

Department of 

Linguistics.

赵菁副教授
Prof. Zhao 

Jing

Prof. Dr. Pilar 

Garcia Mayo.
Full professor of 

English language 

and Linguistics.

郭鹏教授
Prof. Dr. Guo

Peng

4 profesores que creyeron en mí y en el teatro aplicado
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Materiales didácticos de chino

17
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Materiales didácticos ELE
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Presentaciones y conferencias

19

Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa 莫帝 – mayo 2023

El uso de teatro aplicado en el aula de idiomas

modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal

modestocorderi@hotmail.com

mailto:modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal
mailto:modestocorderi@hotmail.com


20

Cursos y talleres de formación 

para el profesorado 

20

En los últimos años, he realizado numerosos talleres

de formación para el profesorado en técnicas

dramáticas para profesores de idiomas en varios

Institutos Confucio (I.C.): el I.C. de Ginebra, Suiza; el

I.C. de Sheffield y Nottingham en Inglaterra, el I.C. de

Lisboa y los I.C. de Madrid, Barcelona, León y Aulas

Confucio de Andalucía en España

También en varias universidades de China, de Estados

Unidos y centros de formación del profesorado en

Galicia.
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Modesto Corderi Novoa (Ourense, 1981) es doctor cum laude en Adquisición de Lenguas en Contextos

Multilingües por la Universidad del País Vasco UPV EHU; Máster en didáctica de ELE por la Universidad

de Nebrija; Máster en Formación del Profesorado de Educación Secundaria Obligatoria y Bachillerato,

Formación Profesional y Enseñanzas de idiomas, especialidad Lengua Extranjera Inglés por la Universidad

Internacional de Valencia; Máster en Máster en Enseñanza de Chino a Hablantes de Otros Idiomas y Licenciado

en Filología China por la Universidad de Lengua y Cultura de Beijing. Su investigación se centra en el uso del

teatro en el aula.

En los últimos años, el Dr. Corderi ha realizado numerosos talleres de formación en técnicas dramáticas para

profesores de idiomas en varios Institutos Confucio de Suiza, Inglaterra, Portugal y España, en varias

universidades de China, de Estados Unidos y centros de formación del profesorado en Galicia.

El profesor Corderi ha trabajado en el Instituto Cervantes de Beijing, la Universidad Tsinghua y BFSU en

Beijing, China, y en la Universidad George Washington GWU en Washington D.C., Estados Unidos.

Actualmente trabaja como profesor de chino en la Escuela Oficial de Idiomas de A Coruña.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/modesto-corderi-novoa-54501317/
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LinkedIn : https://www.linkedin.com/in/modesto-corderi-novoa-54501317/
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“Acting is behaving 
truthfully under imaginary 

circumstances.”
Sanford Meisner (1905 – 1997)

American actor and teacher.
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Theater  vs.  Drama
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•In theatre, A (the actor) plays B (the
role/performance) to C (the audience) who is the
beneficiary. In drama, A (the actor) is
simultaneously B (role) and C (audience),
through participation and observation, in a
process of percipience (a process of both
observing and participating)”(Bentley, 1968, p. 8)
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Theater  vs.  Drama

We don´t teach something, 

we co-learn, co-create in 

skillfully shaped inquiries. 

(Booth, 2015)
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•“Performative language teaching (PLT) is an embodied approach
to teaching second languages that encompasses a rich variety of
dramatic forms, identifies small scale forms and large-scale forms.
The former includes a range of theatre games, as well as strategies
and conventions associated with the Drama in Education (DiE)
tradition; the latter includes longer forms aimed at theatrical
productions, as well as Theatre in Education (TiE). Both small-scale
forms and large-scale forms within a performative language
teaching approach refer to the use of DiE and TiE, drama and
theatre in education.” (Piazolli, 2018, pp. 40-41)
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“Me parece que nos siguen enseñando igual que a nuestros padres y abuelos…”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkxg8hxjm0k
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The importance of oral skills in an L2

2

9

Oral skills are the most natural form of communication. Speaking should be one of the main goals for any 

student studying an L2 (Harmer, 2007; Torico, 2015). 

Oral skills in L2 urgently need to be improved

(Bueno, Madrid & Mclaren, 2006; Segura Alonso, 2013). 

The teacher is the 
film director & 

actor.

The students 
are the actors.

The classroom is 
the stage.

Performative Language Teaching  (PLT)

PLT consists of a vast range of dramatic forms that can be used for

education and language teaching (Piazzoli, 2018; Schewe 2013).
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Actividad 
colaborativa de  
teatralización

Andamiaje

(Profesor)

Alumno Alumno

ZPD (Zone of Proximal 
Development)

30

Alumno

La Teoría Sociocultural (Vygotsky, 1930/1978) 

y la teatralización en el aula de ELE
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•“Los profesores son actores, y los actores son profesores. Un 
actor representa la misma obra varias veces en un teatro 

frente a un público distinto cada vez. Un profesor representa 
cada vez una obra (lección) diferente para el mismo público 

(sus alumnos) en un mismo escenario (aula)”.

“
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https://thedailymile.co.uk/

•The importance of exercise in learning.

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZArymVVrh0
&t=55s

Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa 莫帝 – mayo 2023

El uso de teatro aplicado en el aula de idiomas

modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal

modestocorderi@hotmail.com

https://thedailymile.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZArymVVrh0&t=55s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZArymVVrh0&t=55s
mailto:modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal
mailto:modestocorderi@hotmail.com


33

Motivation as a key factor to learn languages.
MIT A week of a student's electrodermal activity 
https://joi.ito.com/weblog/2012/04/30/a-week-of-a-stu.html
Poh, M.Z., Swenson, N.C., Picard, R.W., "A Wearable Sensor for Unobtrusive, Long-term Assessment of Electrodermal 
Activity," IEEE Transactions on Biomedical Engineering, vol.57, no.5, pp.1243-1252, May 2010. 

Results show that MIT 

students were more 

active during lab time, 

exams and study time 

and less active during

class. Activity during

class was even lower

than while sleeping.
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The importance of collaborative learning through games.

•
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Active learning



37

“A magician is an actor 
that pretends to be a 

magician.”
Harry Houdini (1874-1926).

American illusionist, actor, and 
magician.
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•The old Descartes saying “Cogito, ergo sum” (I
think, therefore I exist) should be changed to “I
feel, therefore I exist”, and, in the field of
performative teaching, to “I feel, therefore I learn”.
“Learning is dynamic, social, and context
dependent because emotions are, and emotions
form a critical piece of how, what, when and why
people think, remember and learn” (Immordino-
Yang, 2016, p. 17). Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa 莫帝 – mayo 2023
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Neuroscientific research about the brain 

and its importance for education

• Limb and Braun (2008)

• Pascual-Leone, Amedi, Fregni, and Merabet (2005)Neuroplasticity

• Immordino-Yang (2016)

• Immordino-Yang and Damasio (2007)Emotions

• Asher (1977)

• Guillen (2017)
Movement and physical

activity

• Galante (2018)

• Piazzoli (2011)Stress and anxiety

• Forés and Ligioiz (2009)

• Piazzoli (2018)Play

• Kounios and Beeman (2015)

• Limb and Braun (2008)Creativity 39
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www.dramanetwork.eu
+ 5 000 students
Ages 13 – 16
2 years (2009, 2010)
12 countries

http://www.dramanetwork.eu/
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Students who participated in the drama class:

1.feel more confident in reading and understanding tasks,

2.feel more confident in communication,

3.are more likely to feel that they are creative,

4.like going to school more,

5.are better at problem solving,

6.are better at coping with stress,

7.are significantly more tolerant towards both minorities and foreigners,

8.show more interest in participating in public issues, etc.
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Research about the benefits of PLT 

and on the use of PLT in the language classroom 

Catterall (2002); Dougill 

(1987); Fleming (2016); 

Maley and Duff (2005); 

Phillips (2003); Piazzoli 

(2018); Ulas (2008).

Aliakbari and Behroz (2010); Chérrez Sacoto

(2017); DICE (2010); Galante and Thomson

(2017); Hui, He, and Ye (2015); Kao (1994);

Podlozny (2000); Ryan-Scheutz and Colangelo

(2004); Stern (1980); Stinson and Freebody

(2006); Torico (2015).
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It is all about saying YES! 
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•“Improvised dialogues are created by collaborative efforts of the entire
ensemble. No single actor creates the performance; it emerges from the give
and take of conversation. Improvised dialogue results in the creation of a
dramatic frame, which includes all aspects of the performance; the characters
enacted by each actor, the motives of those characters, the relationships
among those characters, the joint activity in which they are engaged, the
location of the action, the time period and the genre, the overall plot and the
relation of the current joint activity to that plot. The dramatic frame is
constructed turn by turn; one actor proposes a new development for the
frame, and other actors respond by modifying or embellishing that proposal
(Sawyer, 2003, p. 41).
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Multimedia
Classroom activities
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Drama/role-play

Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa 莫帝 – mayo 2023

El uso de teatro aplicado en el aula de idiomas

modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal

modestocorderi@hotmail.com

mailto:modestocorderi@edu.xunta.gal
mailto:modestocorderi@hotmail.com


47

Improvisational theatre games
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•Dougill (1987) lists seven main advantages of drama when used in a 
language class, which confirm what we have discussed about so far. 
Drama activities:

•“- They provide a framework for communicating.

•- They allow for unpredictability in language use.

•- They provide a bridge between classroom and the real world.

•- They allow for creativity and involve the “whole person”.

•- They provide physical involvement and release.

•- They develop confidence and can be motivating.

•- They help cater for mixed-ability classes and large numbers.”

•(Dougill, 1987, p. 8) Dr. Modesto Corderi Novoa 莫帝 – mayo 2023
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Dr. David Bueno: “Uno de los elementos clave para asimilar 

conocimientos es la implicación del propio estudiante”.

David Bueno

Doctor en biología e

investigador en la Sección

de Genética Biomédica,

Evolutiva y del Desarrollo

en la Universidad de

Barcelona.
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•Maley and Duff (2005) listed several key points related to drama and language 
teaching:

•“- It integrates language skills in a natural way. Spontaneous verbal expression is integral to most of 
the activities.

•- It integrates verbal and non-verbal communication.

•- It draws upon both cognitive and affective domains.

•- By fully contextualizing the language, it brings the classroom interaction to life through an intense 
focus on meaning.

•- The emphasis on whole-person learning and multi-sensory inputs helps learners to capitalize on 
their strength and to extend their range.

•- There is a transfer of responsibility for learning from teacher to learners – which is where it belongs 

•- Drama helps students motivation through the variety and sense of expectancy produced by the 
activities, especially by fostering student self-esteem, self-awareness and confidence” (Maley & Duff, 
2005, p. 1).
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•According to Fleming (2016), drama benefits work through a series 
of paradoxes. Specifically, participants are able to:

•“- be emotionally involved but at the same time distant, since they 
know that the situation is merely fictional;

•- act being serious but with no responsibility, as the fictitious 
context releases them from being responsible of their actions;

•- be actors as well as audience;

•- bring personal experiences into the fictitious context, but also 
create new ones within the symbolic frame of drama”. (Fleming, 
2016, p. 35).
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•Similarly, Ulas (2008) summarizes the scope of creative drama through six 
principles:

•“- A student learns meaningful content better than other content.

•- Learning occurs because of a student’s interaction with his/her environment.

•- The more sensory organs a student uses while learning, the greater the 
retention of the lessons.

•- A student learns best by doing and experiencing.

•- Effective participation is important in learning emotional conduct.

•- Learning becomes easier and more permanent in educational environments 
where there is more than one stimulus.” (Ulas, 2008, p. 876)
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Dr. Francisco Mora: “La emoción es el ingrediente 

fundamental para poder enseñar”.

Francisco Mora es doctor por las

universidades de Granada (España)

y Oxford (Inglaterra). Es profesor de

Fisiología Humana en la Facultad de

Medicina de la Universidad

Complutense de Madrid y profesor

adscrito de Fisiología Molecular y

Biofísica en la Facultad de Medicina

de la Universidad de Iowa en

Estados Unidos.

Francisco Mora Teruel Cerebro emoción conferencia https://youtu.be/fVNxS7l5V1Q
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“We must all do theater
to find out who we are

and to discover
who we could become.”
Augusto Boal (1931 –2009). 

Brazilian author, playwright, and director.
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https://revpubli.unileon.es/index.php/sinologia/article/view/7381

Corderi Novoa, M. & Garcia Mayo, M.P. (2022).

The impact of performative language teaching on 

oral skills in a Chinese as a foreign language 

classroom. Sinologia Hispánica, China Studies

Review, 14, 1 (2022), pp. 79-106.

https://revpubli.unileon.es/index.php/sinologia/article/view/7381

DOI: 10.18002/sinologia

eISSN: 2531-2219

ISSN: 2444-832X

Sinología Hispanica, China Studies Review

Artículo Revista: investigación impacto teatralización
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https://www.apesrevista.com/_files/ugd/762f4b_32d4fd50773740998ef5060fd3a36c35.pdf

Corderi Novoa, Modesto. (2019). 

Improchinese: Using Improv Theater in a 

Chinese as a foreign language

experimental classroom. Revista de Artes 

Performativas, Educación y Sociedad, 

1(1), 147-163.

https://www.apesrevista.com/_files/ugd/762f4b_32d4fd5

0773740998ef5060fd3a36c35.pdf

Artículo Revista: descripción de varios juegos dramáticos
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“Santiago is not the end of The 

Way, it is just the beginning” 

– Paulo Coelho, Brazilian writer. 
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