The Queen 
(Minute 4:49-9:29)

Pre-watch warm up

1. What do you know about the monarchy and the British Government?
Diana the 'People's Princess' has died in a car accident in Paris. The Queen and her family decide that for the best, they should remain hidden behind the closed doors of Balmoral Castle. The heartbroken public do not understand and request that the Queen confronts her people. This also puts pressure on newly elected Tony Blair (Sheen), who constantly tries to convince the monarchy to address the public. 

In 1997, after the death of Lady Di in a car accident in Paris, the reluctant Queen and The Establishment do not accept to honour the "People's Princess" as a member of the Royal Family. However, the public and the media question the utility of the monarchy and the just-elected Prime Minister Tony Blair advises the Queen to make a public speech mourning the loss of Diana.

The Queen is an intimate behind the scenes glimpse at the interaction between HM Elizabeth II and Prime Minister Tony Blair during their struggle, following the death of Diana, to reach a compromise between what was a private tragedy for the Royal family and the public's demand for an overt display of mourning.

2. How do you call the person who leads the country?

3. Where does the Queen live?

4. Have you seen the film?
5. Would you like to see it?

Watching the DVD 1

1. Who are the characters in the film?
[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image1.jpg]i
] 2l I i
' ‘ i
1 NN
iEra a'la derechégen el cruce?

] )





2. Match the adjectives to the characters.

Cold   friendly    distant    old    conceited    nervous   confident    imposing   proud   serious.

3. Where are they?
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Describe the Queen. 
Watching 2
1. Say if the following sentences are true or false.

· They are in London.

· The Prime Minister isn’t nervous.

· Mrs. Blair is wearing a long dress.

· The first topic of conversation was about family.

· The Queen talks about her great grandmother Queen Victoria.

· The first Prime Minister was Churchill

· Tony Blair kisses the Queen’s hand.

· The Queen isn’t going to spend her holidays at Balmoral.
Watching 3
1. Reported speech.

Tony Blair: “I'm actually rather nervous.”
Cherie Blair: “You've met her often enough before.”
Cherie Blair: “Remember, you're a man that's just been elected by the whole country.”
The Queen: “Your children must be very proud.”
The Queen: “Have we shown you how to start a nuclear war yet?”
The Queen: “How nice to see you again, Mrs Blair”
The Queen: “Where will you be spending the summer?”
Post-DVD
1. Role play. Work in groups of three. Imagine you are Mr. and Mrs. Blair and meet the Queen for the first time. Write out the dialogue, using some of the sentences from the exercise above.
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2. Would you like to be a member of the Royal Family? Write an essay about this topic. 
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