


Reading comprehension: I want less choice, not more 
 
Reading for details: Read  the text and choose the best answer for questions 1-7. 

 
1.What does the writer say about her early years? 

a. She had to put up with a life of necessity. 
b. She resented the way she was brought up. 
c. She was used to her way of life. 
d. She disliked having to share things with her sister.  

 
2. Why are children from poor backgrounds more likely to suffer from consumer 
pressure? 
      a. Their parents are victims themselves. 
      b. Their daily habits will differ from the habits of children who are well-off. 
      c. Their parents aren’t doing enough to overcome their poverty. 
      d. Marketing agencies target them specifically. 
 
3. How does the writer feel about Baroness Buscombe’s argument that advertising to 
children can be a social good? 
       a. She agrees but under certain circumstances. 
       b. She is opposed but concedes that Buscombe has a point. 
       c. She feels it is somewhat misleading. 
       d. She is completely opposed. 
 
4. What point does the writer want to make about children and advertising in the 5th 
paragraph? 
       a. Children can do without it. 
       b. Parents need to be more vigilant. 
       c. Children should not be exposed to celebrities so much. 
       d. School friends can influence children more than advertising agencies. 
 
5. In the 7th paragraph the writer argues that 
       a. having too much choice is more stressful for children than adults. 
       b. children shouldn’t be given so many presents at Christmas. 
       c. having fewer choices would be to everyone’s benefit. 
       d. children need to be given more time to enjoy their presents. 
 
6. The writer’s point in the 9th paragraph is that 
      a. children should not be given any choice. 
      b. children should not be taught that they have a choice in all matters. 
      c. children have a right to be informed of all their choices. 
      d. children should be taught how to make the right choices. 
 
7. The writer concludes that 
      a. we need to be thrifty. 
      b. it is inevitable that parents will continue to spoil their children. 
      c. it is not easy to achieve gratification. 
      d. we need to reassess what gives a sense of fulfilment. 
 



VOCABULARY: Guessing the meaning of unknown words. 
Look at the words highlighted in the text and choose the correct meaning a,b or c. 
 
1.hand-me-downs 
 a. objects that belong to a family and are given from one generation to another 
 b. clothes that have been used before they have been given to someone else to 

use 
 c. items that have been borrowed from another family member 
 
2.remotely 
 a. in a very slight way 
 b. at a long distance from a place 
 c. to a great extent 
 
3.soaking up 
 a. absorbing a liquid 
 b. using up the whole amount of something 
 c. being exposed to 
 
4.bouts 
 a. annoying habits that are hard to stop 
 b. short periods of time when something unpleasant occurs 
 c. brief periods of a recurring illness 
 
5.buzzword 
 a. a word or phrase used by advertisers 
 b. a word that makes one feel happy and excited 
 c. a fashionable word or expression 
 
6.parrots 
 a. speaks in a nasal tone of voice 
 b. repeats something often without understanding it 
 c. speaks using colourful language 
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Reading for details: 
 
1. c 
2. a 
3. d 
4. a 
5. c 
6. b 
7. d 

 
    Vocabulary: 
 

1. b 
2. a 
3. c 
4. b 
5. c 
6. b 
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